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As a natter of tact, liowever, thiey have made
many converts and doubtless many good Christ-

lans. Protestant missions began with Mlor-
rison in IS07, and together w'ith Roman
Catholic missions were recognized and legaliz-
cd bv the treaties made after the war of S6o.
Artile VIll of the British treaty reads, " The
Christian religion as professed by Protestants
or Roman Catholics inculcates the practice of'
virtue and teaclies men to do as they would be
(onle by. Persons teaching it or prolessing it,
therefore, shall alike lie entitled to the protec-
tion of the Chinese authorities ; nor shal any
sucl, peaceably pursuing their calling, and not
offendiig against the laws, be persecuted or
interfered with."

Tlius introduced and reognized, two things
have prevented Cliristianity's exercise of its fIll
power. One lias been Ui diliculty of adjust-
ing it to the Chinese mind in suclh a way as
nlot to commit it to anything unessential whîich
is repugnant to the Chiiiese mind, and to fit
it precis;ely to the fundanental spiritual needs
and capacities of the race.

I asked one of the ablest miiissionaries in
China, wlat were the great probleis of the
work in China, and lie replied instantly,
lThiey are one-How to present Christ to tIe

Cniinesc iniiid." Thiere is nothing cise on earth
like that miind, so full of distortions, of atro-
phies, of abnornalities, of curious twists and
deficiencies, and low to avoid ail unnecessary
prejudice and difliculty, and to iake use oi
prepared capacity and notion so as to gain for
the Christian message the nost open and un-
biased reception, is a problem uinsolved as yet
and beyond any of our academic questionings
hiere. For example, the Chinese idea of filial
piety lias in it nmchi thuat is Christian and noble
and truc, and yet nucli that is absurd and un-
true. To recognize and avail of the former
aspects and not to alienate and anger in strip-
ping off the latter, is one pliise of this prnbleimî.
Where is there one more i-onlerfu>if interesi-
ing and more haffling?

The second tlinlg tlat lias hamîîpered Chris-
tianity lias been its political entanîglements.
The last few mîontlis have given a characteris-
tic illustration of this. The murder of two
Gerian missionaries in Shantung Province
was at once made the pretext of seizinîg a bay
withi its protzcting fortifications, and bade fair
to precipitate: the disiemîbermîent of the Chinese
empire.

Is it wonderful that the Chiinese distrust
the character of the mission niovelent, are
skeptical as to its nonpolitical character, and
view Christianity with suspicion ? China lias
disliked the Western nations from the start.
Thicir overbearing willfulness, tleir remîîorse-
less aggressin, tlcir hiumiliating victories,

I their very peccable diplomacy have ail strength-
ened lier dislike.

'tli utnfortunate occasion of the first war
which brought Great Britain forward as the de-
fenderof the wretched opium tra.lic, which the
Chinese central goverfinient at least vas niak-
ing sincere efforts to muppress, placed the
Vestern nations in the position of supporting

by arms what China knew to be morally wrong.
lie general bearing of the foreign commercial

class, ignorant of the language, of the people,
and of their prejudices, lias increased the anti-
foreign feeling of the Chinese vet more. 'lie
charge that the missionary novenent as a re-
ligious niovenient is responsible for the anti-
foreign feeling is fantastic and it is not
supported by facts. Missions have made a
liundred friends to everv foc.

'ihe mnissionary would undoubtedly in any
event have liad to share sonie of this hatred,
as a member if one of the objectionable nation-
alities ; but the Clinîese are capable of
distihnctions, and would soon have learned tiat
the mission niovenient was sharply distinct
froni all political bearings, if indeed it liad been
so. But froni the beginning or foreign inter-
course the trader and the iîissionarv have been
classed togetlier. ''he sanie rights have been
clained for cadi, and the claim was enforced
by war in tli case of the trader, and the con-
sequent treaties included the missionary.
Ever since, thr ough the legations, iissionary
Sriglts under the treaties have perlaps been the
chief matter of business, and outrages on mis-
sionaries have been followed by denands for
reparation and indemnity. No government
wvas willing to surrender its duty to protect its
citizens, and even if the mîissionaries liad re-
fused protection, it would have been forced on
themi for the sake of mîaintaining traditional
prestige, and defending traders and trade in-
terests fron assault.

In consequence, the iissionary workz lias
been unable to appear as the propagaînda of a
kigdo tliat is not of this world. The
Cliiese oflicials are unable,witlh few exceptions,
to colceive of it except as a part of the political
sclienie of WVestern nations to acquire influence
in China, and to sulbvert the governnient and
the principles of loyalty on whichi it rests.
" It is our opinion thiat foreign missionaries
are in very truth the source wlence springs ail
trouble in Chinîa," so says one of the Chinese
" Blue Books."

" Forcigners corne to China from a distance
of several ten thousands of miles, and froi
about ten dif'erent countries witli onlv two
objects in vicw; namely, trade and religious
propagandism. With te forner tUiey intend
to gradually deprive China of her wcalth, and
witl the latter thev likewise secek to steal awa
the hiearts of hier people. The ostensible pre-


