THE CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

181

an unwillingness or incapacity in most minds to think. Such
minds must bo onlarged:-beforo patnotum can bo anything to them
but & barfen name § but may not patriotic passages, under a wise
toacher, promoto tho ordinary growth? Hor who, even among the
educated, has not folt n tinge of shamo at the dullness of his own
patriotis.n on reading Grimké's beautiful lines, beginning—

¢ Wo cannot honor our country with too deep a ‘reverence,
Wo cannot love hor with en affoction too pure and forvent. We
cannot serve hor withan enegy of purpose or a faithfulnesa of
zesl too steadfast and ardent ;" or Beott's—

“ Breathes there a man with soul so dead,
Who nover to himself hath said:
¢ This is my own, my native-land I’
What T have said of patriotism applios to all the elemenis of
great-mindedness. ‘ '

The practice, therefore, of momorizing tho choico thoughts of
our best writera, should be made a prowzinent feature of school
work. Olivor Wendell Holmos says, * Thore is no place where an
author’s thoughts cav nestle in so scourely as the memory of a
school-bay or a school-girl,” Itisalso in accord with the advice
of-Arthur Helps, who says, “ We should'lay up in our minds a
store of goodly thoughts in well-wrought words, which shall be a
lxvmg traasure of knowlecge always v.ith us, and from which, at
various times, and amidst all the shifting of circumstances, we
might be sure of drawiyg some comfort, guidance and sympathy.”

The idea of its introduction is not new in the history of educa-
tion. In a similar manner the Germans have baeen long in the
habit of training their children.in tho knowledgo and adwmiration
of the literature of their own land. The Arabs, the most civiuzed
nation of the ancient world, taught tneir young to repeat the un-
¢ ring thoughts of their poets,.under the beautiful name ofunstrung
pearls. For the greater part, tho selections for the yuunger
children should consist of entire pieces, and of such as are catoulat-
ed to develop their emotional natures—the imagination, love ..
home snid parents, kinduess to domb animals, eto.—and to x..e
them currect rules of action, Those for the more advanced pupils

_should consist principally, of brief extracts containing grand and
ennobling thoughts calculated to incite thém to higher aspirations
in life, to lead them into puYe ficlds of English literature, and to
teach _them to love and reverence our great authors. In the
selection of gems, pootry hes the preference, for it inculcates a
double beauty—beauty as thought, and beauty as composition.
Tt delights the ear of the child as the colored pencil or illustrated
book Jelights his eye. It is more essily co.rmitted, und, e a rule,
longer rotained.

All tho selections shoul@ bo recxted in concert, and mdxvxdually
from the platform.”

You are aware that years ago it was almost the umversal custom
for teachers to set apart Friday afternoon for declamation. But
the exercise in Geclamation differed widely from memorizing gems
of thought, which I advecate. Then the pupils were permitted to
comit to memery whatever they thought best.  The result was,
that in a majority of cases the selections contained no literary or
other merit. They wore made more from a dosire on the part of
tho pupil to have semething * new,” or to c.eate a laugh, than from
any other cause. Thotime spent in committing such.pieces was,
in w2 opinion, woree than wasted, for there was nothing’in thom
worth remembering, Their effoct was to vitiate the tastes of the
pupils for good literature, rather than to give them a love of it.
It was not €6 muzh what the pupil~ memorized, as how they de.
claimed, In short, everything was c. rificed to.declamation, In
my opiniop declamation, a subject almost ontirely neglected in
publio schools of late years, is & very valuable exerciss, Iis ten-
dency is to give pupiis confidence in tHomselves; to make them

more self-posscssod ; and abovo all, to mako them bettor readers’

These wortliy objootscan be botter accomplishod byreciting ¢¢ goms,”
than by declaiming long picces, as was formerly the custom, for
overy membor, oven of an entire clw, can rocite a short ox-
tract within the timo of an ordinary recitation, and each learn,
from hoaring the others declaim, the samo solection. But impor-
jtant o8 declamation is in itaslf, it is secondary to the groat object
X desire to accomplish, viz. : storing the mind of onr youth with
grand and ennobling thoughts, clothed in beautiful languago—
thoughts that will incite them to noble aspirations in life—thoughts
{that inculeate virtue, patriotism, love of God, of father, of mother,

‘ ikindmasa to dumnb animals, and that give correct rules of action.

HOW TG TBACH.

At loast-one hour per weok should be given to thus literary work
in all the district, grammar and high schools throughout the
country.

In Cinciunati a part of this time is taken from that ass:gned to
morning exercisos, and a part from Friday afternoon. However,
this is left to tho discretion of the teacher. ,

I recommend eight lines as a fair amount-for each week’s work.
At this rate the pupils, in passink through the district and gram-
mar schools, would commit 2,660 lines, and in passing through the
district, grammar, and high schools, 3,840 lines, which is equiva-
Jent in amount to 128 pages of one of our Fifth Readers.

It is not enough that the selections be simply memorized. Each-
one of them should be made.the subject of a lesson, to bo given by
tho teacher. The:-teacher should not only see that the pupils
thoroughly understand the meaning of each word and sentence.;
that they give the substance of each passage in their own language,
and make the proper application of the'same before requiring them
to commit it to memory, but she should-also endeavor, by 8ppro-
priate talks, to impreas upon the minds of her pupils the ideas in-
tended to be conveyed, and to inspire them, if possible, wih the
spirit of the extract.

‘What an opportunity is here given for our teach.rs to impart
moral instruction ; to cultivate the emotional nature of children 3
toinspire them with a-love of the noble, the good aud the true!
Such instruction mus bear beautifal fruits.

After the selection has been, thoroughly memorized, tife atten-
tion of the teacher should be given tq the elooution—to.the beaun-
tifal delivery of the same. Thia can be well done by concert drill.
The concert should be supplemented by individual recitation. If,
however, for want of time, any part of the work indicated abovs
has to be neglected, it should be the individaal recitation. As I
said before, declamation is secondary to the coramittal to memory
of literary gems.

As the value of these extracts.to one in after life “will depend, in
no small degree, upon tue accuracy with which they are merhorized
‘in youth, therefore the teacher should see that they are committed
to memory, word for word. Inorderto do this, time should be
taken from the grami iar or language lessons for the pupils to write
the extracts from memory, This would also be an excellent prac-
tical exorcise in capitalization, punctuation and spelling.

Lat e say here that this literary work {rains the memory ; there
is, perhaps, no.woaker point in the school system of our country
than the frequent neglect of this absolute necoasity in chbild oul-
turé, The meinory needs as much strengthening by exercise as
the muscles of the arm; but it should be ewployed, as hers, in
storing the mind with what is worth rentembering.

The teachers should giv sketches of the lives and writings of the.
best and mast worthy authors, at least to all the pupils above the
fifth gear of school, and encouraga the pupils to. find out for them-

selves interesting acts concerning authors and' their writings, snd



