P 4 INTRODUCTORY ESSAY.

manded alike by the supernatural and the natural events
which are here so freely mingled together. Some are
undoubtedly true, others are probably either fictitious
or incorrectly recorded. The substance rests on the
genuine documents, originally written by eye-witnesses
and perfectly competent judges; and as such, the whole
stands simply as a result of the gathering together of
Listorical testimony.

Here, however, the ordmary English reader meets
us with the assertion, that the supernatural portions of
such lives are simply impossible. He assumes—for I
am not exaggerating when I say that he never tries ¢o
prove—that these marvellous interruptions of the laws
of nature never take place. Consequently, in his judg-
ment, it is purely ridiculous to put forth such stories
as history ; and writers who issue them are guilty
either of folly, ignorance, superstition, or an unprin-
cipled tampering with the credulity of unenlightened
minds. Of those who thus meet the question of his-
torical evidence by an assumption of a universal ab-
stract impossibility, I earnestly beg an. unprejudiced
attention to the following considerations :

If it be once admitted that there is a God, and that
the soul is not a mere portion of the body, the ex-
istence of miracles becomes at once probable. Apart
from the records of experience, we should in fact have
expected that events which are now termed miraculous
would have been perhaps as common as those which
are regulated by what, we call the laws of nature. Let
it be only granted that the visible universe is not the
whole universe, and that in reality we are ever in a
state of most intimate real communion with Him whe




