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tains in summer, except in clefts from which the sun is
excluded. The third month or "moon" of the Indians,
Hy-ye8kikamilh, which means " the month of most snow,"
corresponds with our January. The climate on the west
coast, as in all parts of Vancouver Island, particularly in
the favoured locality of Victoria, is probably altogether the
most healthful and delightful in the world. Most people
fatten there, and feel strong and vigorous. I never was
brisker than when exploring the unknown Aht district,
carrying with me my food, and sleeping where I chanced
to halt, generally beneath a spreading cedar.

I will now remark upon the population of the district,
which has been thus roughly described to the reader. It
is not easy to ascertain the exact native population at the
present time; but so far as I know there are, between
Pacheenah and Nespod, twenty distinct tribes of the Aht
nation (see Appendix), numbering together about 1,700
men, capable of bearing arms. The largest tribe numbers
400 men ; seven other tribes have between one and two
hundred; the remaining fifteen tribes vary in numbers from
sixty down to as few as five: the average number in each of
the last-named tribes being about twenty-five grown men.
Few of these natives have visited Victoria; and their con-
dition, in fact, as already stated, is comparatively unknown
to Americans as well as to Europeans. The Aht district
lies quite out of the ordinary route of travellers, and can
be reached conveniently only by engaging a vessel at
Victoria. These tribes of the Ahts are not confederated;
and I have no other warrant for calling them a nation
than the fact of their occupying adjacent territories, and
having the same superstitions and language. They evi-


