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¢ In the first winter that I spent with them I had

" the consolation to baptize about eighty Children,

including some boys and girls between eight and ten
years old, who, by their assiduity in coming to offer

_prayer to God, showed themselves worthy of this
‘blessing. A circumstance greatly facilitating the
.. Baptism of these Children is the belief, now év Ty

common, that those sacred waters not only d
cause death, as was formerly held, but even give .
health to the sick and restore the dying to life.
Indeed, [83] as a matter of fact, of all those children
that were baptized, God was pleased to take to

-himself only six, leaving the rest to serve as a

foundation for this new Church.

‘““As for the Adults, I did not see fit to baptize
many, because their superstitions, being so firmly
rooted in their minds, offer a serious hindrance to -
their conversion. Of four whom I considered well
prepared for this sacrament, the divine providence
made itself clearly manifest in the case of one _poor
sick man, who lived two leagues from our dwellmg
I knew not that he was in such a state, and yet felt
inwardly prompted, despite my scanty strength and
ill health, to go and see him. Accordingly, I made
my way to a hamlet distant a [84] good league from
us, but found no sick people there. I learned,
however, that there was another hamlet farther on;

* and, notwithstanding my weakness, felt that God

demanded of me that I should repair thither. I did

_so with much difficulty, and found that dying Savage
- only waiting for Baptism, which I gave him after

the necessary instruction. He was fortunate in hav-
ing shared in the instructions that I gave during the
winter, when he visited our Chapel with the rest; and



