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vi INTRODUCTION. -

‘must be in strict harmony with pure morahty\é.nd wlth _the
demands of a sound religious sentiment. 3rd. AAd the
whole must be illustrative of pioneer life, in its gdnditions
and surroundings, and calculated to show sometling of the
toils, privatiods, ha,rdshlps, difficulties and sorrows of the
early settlers.

Keeping within these limits, I believe that I have produced
a book that can with entire safety, and not without profit.
be put into the“Rands of either young or old, since there is
not one line frém the beginning to the ending that will
excite bad passions or mislead the judgment. And while

-this is true, there is much that will touch the finer ‘seﬁs\i-
bilitiés and sympathies of the reader. ' Y

, It will be observed that thc author hngca;orded the

narrations and conversations as though they were the

utterances of others. Hence the first person is genera]ly
left in the background.

This method was adopted, because by it a great variety
of characters could be brought on the scene, and a larger
diversity of style could be presented.

Another thing to which I would call the reader’s atten-
tion is the fact that dates and localities have mostly been
left out of the text of the book. Where these are given
they are found in the explanatory notes. This plan was
adopted to afford greater facilities for grouping together

facts and incidents, that were separated by time and

distince, so as to give an aspect of‘unity to the whole
production. - ¢
The reader will also observe that the names of persons
.and places are mostly taken from trees and shrubs and
plants and flowers, as these are found in the forest wilds.

) It -may, be a mere fancy of mine; but I thought that it .
_ would add to the attractiveness of the -book, if the names
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