
a
VI INTRODUCTION.

must, be in strict harmony with pure morality;4nd with. the for
demands of a sound religious sentiment. 3rd. AÉd the tre-

whole must be illustrative of pioneer life, in its nditions
and surroundings, and calculated tq show somet ing of the rne,

toils, privatioris, hardships, difficulties and sor w-sc of the liv,
early settlers. alir,

Keepinfr'-%vithin these lïmits, I believe that I have produced thé
a book that can with entire saf6ty, -and not without profit, to
be put into the4?ands of either young or old, since there'is neiç
not one line frôm the beginning to the ending that will firs'
excite bad passions or mislead the judgment. And - while

-this is true, there, is much that Nvill touch the finer'seýýi- varý
bilitiès and sympathies of the reader. pag

It will be observed that the author ha"-'recorded the tion
narrations anct conversations as thouçrh thér were the if ti
uttfrances of others. Hence the first person is generally are
left in the background.

This method was adopted, because by it a great variety gooé
of characters could be brôught on the scène, and a larger far
diversity of style could be presented. be IE

Another thing to which I would call the reader's atten- A
tion is the fact that dates and localities have mostly been the
left out of the text of the book. Where thèse are given caME

they are found in the explanatory notes. This plan was wor.
adopted to afford, crreater facilities for crrouping tocrether cont'

fâcts and incidents, that were separated by time and on tl
distànee, so as to give an aspect of-unity to the whole that
production. unler

The reader.will also observe that the names of persons to tF
and places are mostly taken, from trees and shrubs and Bi'
plants and flowers, as thèse are found in the forest wilds. to g
It.may, be -a mère fancy of mine; but 1 thought that it PlOnE

wouldadd. to the attrâctivenes& of the booký if the names front


