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PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NOVA SCOTIA

She ahead Ouerters. 4

What can it matter to the Mother-Country which 
of two sets of Colonists hold office within their own 
Province, and see to the making of its roads and 
bridges, and to the administration of its other local 
affairs, provided always the Pr ovince recognizes 
her supreme authority, a does not seek to con
travene the general laws and rules of policy by 
whicli the empire as a whole is bonnd together?—: 
The one danger the statesman apprehends is, that 
this political tie may be severed, that the Province 
may some day or other come to have a foreign 
policy of its own; that it may then cease to wel- 
come our surplus population, to invite our trade, 
to swell our national resources for peace or war ; 

that it may even join in the war of tariffs 
against our manufactures, transfer its alliance to 
a hostile state, or adopt a directly hostile policy of 
its own. Can Lie fancy that to avert this danger, 
to prevent the Colonist from losing all his love for 
the Mother-Country, and resolving not to submit to 
her authority in the few cases where she has an 
interest in his so doing, and where too she has strong 
inducements to study his interests as well as her 
own, it is necessary for the interference to vex him 
at every turn, in matters about which he feels and 
knows that no one but himself is either tolerably 
well informed or ever so slightly entrusted? One 
18 forced to think that there are men whose pro- 
found acquaintance with human nature has led 
them to this sage conclusion; but in very truth, no 

- one can pretend that such reasoners are not far 
enough from being statesmen.

It may be said, perhaps, that however well, all 
this may look on paper, the scheme is utterly 
Utopian and impracticable. The essentially de- 
pendent position of a Colony, and the very diffe- 
rent state of society that must prevail there, where 
all is new, from that which exists here, where 
everything is old, make it impossible to carry out 
the project.

Unquestionably, it is impossible to establish in a 
dependency the literal and exact transcript of the 
political institutions of an independent state. Un- 
questionably, also, the social condition of a colony, 
however founded, must differ materially from that 
of the parent-state; and more especially where the 
aristocratic element prevails in the latter as it does

intervened a lengthy correspondence, between the 
Colonial Minister and His Excellency the Lieut. 
Governor. In that correspondence, there could be 
little doubt, the subject of Provincial Secretary had 
been fully discussed; but he was not anxious to 
have this long correspondence sent down to that 
House ; he was satisfied with the resu t ; the House 
had been sustained, and that being done, the man- 
ner in which the correspondence had been con- 
ducted, was comparatively of little moment to 
them. The last extract accompanying the 
Message, went to exculpate the late advisers of 
His Excellency, from improper motives in giving 
the pernicious advice which had led to so much 
agitation and turmoil. He could easily conjecture 
the reason why that Despatch was written; His 
Excellency the Lieut. Governor was a good man, 
but he was afraid, somewhat credulous, but credu-

to Her Majesty, from the House of Assembly of medy the matter, as there was nothing in it to shew 
New Brunswick, enclosed in your Despatch of the 
26th April, 1845, No. 26, praying that certain re- 
ductions may be made in the Salaries of some of 
the Officers for whom provision is made by the 
Civil List Act of that Province.

Council; no such thing had ever happened. The 
Hon. Member had referred to the words in the ex- 
tract from Lord Stanley’s Despatch, relative to the 
motives of the late Council, in giving the advice 
which they had done, with reference to the office 
of Secretary, and he agreed with him in every word 
he had said on that subject. The advice he had 
then given he believed, and still believes was cor- 
rect; he believed that the appointment of Mr. 
Reade to that office, had it been sustained, would 
have contributed to the public good. That gen- 
tleman was well qualified for the office in every 
respect ; he had stated that as his opinion last year, 
and that opinion still remained unchanged. A good 
deal had been said by the Hon. Member from Glou- 
cester about a journey to Washington, and he in- 
quired how Mr. Reade came to be appointed to go 
to Washington, with the necessary information re- 
quired by Lord Ashburton, in negociating the 
Treaty for the settlement of the North Eastern 
Boundary. Was not Mr. Reade His Excellency’s 
Private Secretary, and in his confidence ? Who 
could His Excellency have sent, in charge of im- 
portant documents and confidential despatches, 
with greater propriety than his own confidential 
private Secretary ? That gentleman was surely the 
fit and proper person for such a mission; but that 
his being so sent, was to entitle him to claims for

how the collars were to be kept on the dogs.
Hon Mr. WYER believed the law already autho-

rised any one to kill any dog found destroying or 
worrying sheep. •.

Hon. Mr. HATCH said, the object of this law, 
and of all such laws, he supposed, was to lessen 
the number of dogs. In towns they were very 
formidable in their numbers, and were often a

X

The principle by which the decision has hitherto 
been guided on this subject, and to which her Ma- 
jesty proposes to adhere, are few and simple.

They are to stipulate for such a provision for the 
support of Her-Majesty’s Officers in the Province, 
as will enable the Crown to secure the services 
in that capacity, of men, whose talents, education, 
and character, may afford an adequate security for 
the faithful discharge of their public duties. To 
defer to the deliberate judgment of the Local Le- 
gislature, as to the amount of the provision that 
may be necessary for the maintenance of Officers 
possessing those qualifications, and to maintain in- 
violate every pledge, express or implied, by which 
the faith of the Crown is engaged in favor of any 
present holder of Office.

Such of the Public Officers of New Brunswick 
included in the Civil List, as held their places be- 
before the date of that compact are in possession 
of such a claim as I have mentioned on the faith 
of the Crown ; and the Queen is well assured, that 
the House of Assembly of New Brunswick, would 
be as reluctant to advise, as Her Majesty would 
be unwilling to adopt, any measure which should 
disappoint the just and reasonable expectations of 
any of Her Majesty’s Public Servants. On the 
other hand, such of the Public Officers of New 
Brunswick, as have succeeded to their places since 
the date of that compact, accepted them with full 
knowledge of the assurance of His late Majesty 
King William the Fourth, conveyed by Lord Gle- 
nelg through your predecessor, to the Assembly, 
that the amount of their emoluments would be sub- 
ject to revision. Whatever reductions might be 
made from their salaries, and however, soon such 
reductions might be made to take effect, those Offi- 
cers would, therefore, not be entitled to say that, 
in their persons, the pledged faith of their Sove- 
reign had been in any respect violated.

Subject to this distinction the Queen fully ac- 
knowledges that the Local Legislature possess 
means of information and opportunities of arriving 
at a sound conclusion, not accessible at this dis-
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nuisance ° that required stringent regulations. 
There were already some local rules estab- 
lished for taxing Doga in towns, but this Bill 
extended the principle to all Parishes and dis- 
tricts in the Country, and there might, perhaps, be 
some difficulty in that respect. He thought that 
if the measure were confined to towns and the 
neighborhood of towns, it might answer every pur- 
pose, as it might be found both unnecessary and 
very inconvenient in country Parishes, generally. 
The honorable Member then commented on the 
difficulties that might be experienced with regard 
to the keeping collars on dogs, and the inconveni- 
ence arising therefrom; and seemed to consider 
that the provisions in the Bill, with regard to killing 
dogs and fining their owners, were rather too sum- 
many and stringent, and that perhaps, the present 
local Acts might be found sufficient ; though he ad- 
mitted that dogs were too numerous and destruc- 
tive, and that some remedy for the evil was requi- 
site.

Hon. Mr. JOHNSTON observed, that on reference 
to the Statute Book, he found that his proposed ex- 
ception as to Saint John was unnecessary, as the 
Act giving power to the Corporation of that City 
to make regulations on this subject, had been made 
perpetual ; and therefore the operation of this Bill 
would not interfere with that Act. But as there 
were various other Acts, for different parts of the 
Province, he thought it far better that there should 
be one general Law for the whole, than so many 
local legislations, which frequently required re- 
newal. Under such a Law as, this, the Sessions 
for the County of Saint John could put its provi- 
sion in operation in the Country Parishes of that 
County, if they thought proper, without interfering 
with the City ;and therefore he would support this 
general Bill.

Hon. Mr. W YER did not object to the passing of 
a general Act, but thought the penalty was too 
high, and that there was no provision for the diffi- 
culty, as to keeping collars on dogs.
After a few other observations from Hon. Mr.
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lity was no sin; for how often did they meet 
with gentlemen of the highest sense of honor and 
the finest feelings, who were credulous. His Ex- 
cellency believed the evil council of his evil ad- 
visers, and disregarded, by their persuasion, the 
wishes of the people of this country, as expressed 
through that House. He supposed, that when His 
Excellency found that the advice they had given 
would not be sustained at the Colonial Office, and 
that both himself and his Council had got into off- 
culty, from which they could not extricate them-
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office in this Province was never thought of; no 
selves, he then applied to the Colonial Minister to such idea had ever entered the mind of any one, 
excuse his Council and express an opinion of the me ! unless that of the Hon. Member who had made 
tives which had induced them to tender the advico such extraordinary charges against the late Go- 
which they had given. This was only another proof vernment; His Excellency had no such idea, nor
of goodness of heart on the part of the Head of the 
Government, who was anxious to screen even those 
who had led him astray, from the blame justly at- 
tributable to their evil advice. The answer to this 
application was couched in rather remarkable words. 
The Colonial Minister expressed his full convic- 
tion, that the Members of the Government, who 
supported His Excellency in the nomination of Mr. 
Reade, were actuated by the impression, that the 
selection of that gentleman would be attended with 
public advantages. This was rather singular lan- 
guage for a Despatch, " actuated by the impres- 
sion," was a form of expression which struck him 
as rather unusual ; it reminded him of a stone 
thrown into a pond of water which created an agi- 
tation, radiating in circles from the centre unil it 
reached the extremity,; this had been the effect of 
these impressions which had agitat’d that house and 
the agitation had spread to the extremities of the 
Province, and when taken in connection with the 
extract from the separate Despatch, conveyed pret- 
ty clearly his Lordship’s opinion of the correctness 
of their impressions. He, for one, did not blame 
His Excellency at all in this matter; the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Reade was not the only thing of which 
he complained of the late Government; the bucket 
was full before, and that appointment was merely

was any such idea ever entertained by the Mem- 
bers of the Government. He would repeat, how- 
ever, that he believed Mr. Reade as well qualified 
for the office to which he had been nominated, as 
any other gentleman within the Province. He 
(Mr. S.) considered the retirement from office of 
some of the late Executive Council, a public loss. 
The Hon. Member from Northumberland, he meant • 
the Hon. Mr. Cunard, had brought to the Council 
Board a knowledge of the business of the country, 
which it would be difficult to replace; and upon no 
occasion had that Hon. gentleman hesitated for a 
moment, to advocate measures for the public good, 
when even they conflicted with his own private in- 
terest. There was another Hon. Gentleman from the 
Northern part of the Province, whose place could 
not be easily filled, the Hon. Mr. Montgomery; 
that gentleman’s information respecting the North- 
ern sections of the Province, and the general busi- 
ness of the country was varied and extensive: From 
the distance he lived from the seat of Government, 
the Council could not at all times avail themselves 
of his assistance, but he was persuaded his loss in 
the Councils of the Country would be felt. They 
had, however, retired; their places were filled by 
others who, he hoped, would be able to give greater 
satisfaction to that House. They had been told 
that a new system had been adopted; if so, he 
hoped it would be for the benefit of the Province ; 
he should not then discuss that new system; be- 
fore the Session closed he would have an oppor- 
tunity of doing so, more fully than he could now 
do: but he was afraid these new systems, if car- 
ied too far, would be found dangerous. He had 
said more than he intended tosay, for he abominat- 
ed long speeches on all occasions ; but the remarks 
of the Hon. Member from Gloucester was of such 
a character, as compelled him to throw them back 
on the party from which they emnated. He could 
not and would not allow such remarks to be 
made by that Hon. Member, and he thought 
he would not have made them, had he not been 
protected by his privilege as a Member of 
thatHouse. He should say noth ing more on the sub- 
ject at present, further than again to assure the 
Committee, that while he had the honor to have 
a seat at the Council Board, no personal motives, no 
private interest, no private malice, had influenced 
the conduct of any Member of that Board to his 
knowledge.

Mr. END wished to say a word, in reply to what 
had fallen from the Hon. Member who had just sat 
down. That Hon. Member had charged him with 
making assertions which he would not have done, 
were he not sheltered by the privileges of that 
House. He could tell that Hon. Member that 
he had stated nothing there, in his place in 
that House, that he had not publicly declared 
in a place where he was fenced round with no 
privileges, and when he had no other protection 
than that which was afforded to all Her Majesty’s 
subjects ; what he had stated he would not hesitate 
to state again ; and in the presence of the gentle- 
man to whom he meant to refer, when he made the 
remarks which he did. He had suffered too long 
under these secret influences to bear them any 
longer, without exposure : what reason he had 
given them people for the treatment he had receiv- 
ed, he was yet at a loss to learn ; but it did appear, 
that whatever government happened to be or- 
ganized in this country since 1835, these influences 
have been more or less activé. He told them on 
a former occasion, when Sir John Harvey was 
about to leave this Province, he [Mr. End) called 
upon him, and when about to take his leave, that 
honest good hearted and noble minded soldier 
said, that he was sorry he had not known him bet- 
ter when he first came to the Province. He (Mr.
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• with us. The privileged classes are much less apt 
to leave their country than are the unprivileged. 
Poor men emigrate in crowds, peers, almost

Arrived, too, in
never, dance; nor has Her Majesty any motive for wish- 

a colony, the poor man and the ing to maintain a scale of Expenditure for the 
support of her Officers in New Brunswick, exceed-

{rich are thrown on their personal resources, as 
they never could have been at home. The rich ing that which the two Houses may consider suffi- 

cient for the efficient discharge of the Public Ser- 
vice. It is however important that this question, 
when once deliberately adopted, should not be 
again brought into debate ; and the Queen trusts 
that whatever arrangement may now be proposed 
will be such as not to call for a frequent or early 
revision. I have, &c.

Johnston and His Honor the President, the Bill was 
read section by section.

On the 1st Section being read, which authorises 
the Magistrates of each County in Session, to 
make rules and regulations, for imposing and col- 
lecting a Tax on all Dogs, not exceeding 53. per 
annum on each dog; for ascertaining the owner- 
ship of dogs, by means of lettered collars, or 
other distinctive marks; and for imposing a penalty 
for the breach of such regulations, not exceeding 
£2:—

Hon. Mr. HATCH objected to the amount of the 
Tax, viz: 5s., for every dog; which he thought 
sould not be collected from poor owners of dogs.

Hon. Mr. MINCHIN wished to lessen the penalty, 
of 40s.

Hon. Mr. JOHNSTON replied, that this House 
would not touch those items in the Bill.

Hon. Mr. WYER then moved that the Bill be 
postponed for three months; which was seconded 
by the Hon. Mr. Minchin.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said, the Bill was extremely 
similar in its provisions, to the Local Acts formerly 
passed, for certain parts of the Province; and with 
regard to the penalty of 40s., that was the maximum 
allowed, and it was left discretionary with the Ma- 
gistrates to impose any less sum. The object of 
the Bill was, to prevent paltry, petty legislation, on 
a matter which had much better be regulated by 
one general law. At present, every town had a 
Local Act on the subject, and this Bill would pre- 
vent further legislation of that kind. The Bill 
would not compel the County Sessions to enforce 
its provisions everywhere indiscriminately, but 
would merely authorise them to point out those dis- 
tricts, where they might deem advisable to put the 
Law in force. It was quite necessary that there 
should be such a Law ; the country was increasing 
in settlement and population; and this Bill there- 
foré, would provide for such increase, without re- 
quiring frequent Local Acts to be passed. There 
was no great hardship in the Bill ; there were no 
new provisions in it; it was of the same nature as 
the local acts which had been in force for many 
years, in various parts of the Province. Surely the 
Magistracy of the country were quite competent 
to perform the duties required of them, and they 
would use due discretion in putting the provisions 
of this Act in force. There was no cause for alarm, 
or fear that the Magistrates would exceed their 
duty, or be unnecessarily severe in performing it ; 
therefore he (Hon. Mr. B.) saw nothing to complain 
of in this Bill; and he would oppose the motion 
for postponing it.

Hon. Messrs. Wyer, Johnston and Hatch seve- 
rally added a few remarks, in the course of which 
it was explained, that the tax on each dog was to 
be of no greater" amount than 5s. per annum; 
and that the penalty was " in no case to exceed" £2; 
but that neither of these sums was imperatively to 
be imposed; and the motion for postponement was 
not pressed.

Hon. Mr. SHORE thought there could be no great 
difficulty in this matter; as the Dog Tax Collec- 
tors were not in the habit of being arbitrary in per- 
forming their duties. He (Hon. Mr. S) had a dog 
on which collars had frequently been put, but he 
was of such a peculiar make, that they could never 
be kept on: the dog would push them off himself; 
and he had no reason to suppose that the collar 
was taken off the dog by any malicious or evil dis- 
posed person. But he had never found any diffi- 
culty on the subject, as he had always paid the 
Dog Tax, and it was well known who the dog be- 
longed to ; and he thought, therefore, that the own- 
ers of dogs in general would find no difficulty, un- 
less the dogs themselves were mischievous or sa- 
vage ; and if such should be the case, and they 
were found without collars, they ought to be des- 
troyed.

Hon. Mr. MINCHIN briefly repeated the objec- 
tions he had previously urged, after which the ques- 
tion being taken on the 1st Section of the Bill, the 
" Contents" had it; and the remaining Sections 
were agreed to without further discussion.

The Chairman than reported the Bill as agreed 
to.

man quickly sinks, unless his industry and enter- 
prise sustain him; and the poor man as surely 
rises, unless his follies or vices keep him down. 
There is thus every where a strong natural tendency 
towards equality of condition, which at once makes 
hereditary aristocracy impossible, and admits 
neither of the immense wealth, nor yet of the ex- 
treme destitution, which are to be found side by 
side in the Old World. Nor is the state of things 
much more favourable to church-establishments 
than to aristocracy. A large proportion, perhaps 
more than half of all who emigrate from the United 
Kingdom, are Irish Roman Catholics; and a very 
considerable proportion of the remainder belong to 
neither of the established churches. The general 
colonial tendency, besides, is as decidedly towards 
independence of thought and the recognition of an 
entire equality of religious rights, as it is towards 
social and political equality.

It is clear enough, then, that in attempting to 
give to our Colonies political institutions essen- 
tially modelled upon our own, it is idle to think of 
their adopting all our aristocratic peculiarities, be 
they ever so cherished or venerable, whether in, 
church or state. In the one or two of our most re- 
cently-planted settlements, a here pains have been 
taken in the first instance to transplant an organ- 
nized society of rich and poor, landholders, mer- 
chants, tradesmen, artizans, and labourers, all to- 
gether, and to have them carry at once with them 
from home into the wilderness their church and 
school-house, a state of things promises to grow up 
more like our own then is to be found in our older 
colonial possessions. But no such marked inequa- 
lities of rank as prevail at home can by any chance 
be made a lasting feature of the social state, even 
in colonies so founded. As to heriditary rank, 
with here and there perhaps a solitary exception, 
it is a thing not to be thought of. The political 
franchise, too, must be more extended, and repre- 
sentation more nearly apportioned to population, 
than with us. And as regards privileged church- 
establishments, every Colony had need be allowed 
altogether its own way. If it want them, they are 
easily to be had. If not, it will be worse than folly 
to try to force it to put up with them.1

To be continued.

(Signed) STANLEY. the drop which caused it to flow over; it cap’d the 
climax of a long series of mis-Government. Who 
was it that advised that gentlemans being sent to 
Washington, when the Ashburton Treaty between 
Great Britain and the United States, for the set- 
tlement of the Boundary Question was pending? 
For what purpose, and by whose advice, was this 
selection then made? It was, no doubt, for the pur- 
pose of enabling Mr. Reade to lay claim to ser- 
vices done the Province, and by that means, and 
under that pretext, to get himself into the first lu- 
crative office which might offer; the whole thing 
seemed to be planned long ago. The evil Coun- 
cillors, who had access to the ear of the Head of 
the Government for so long a period, had from sel- 
fish and personal motives, and private malice done 
all they could do, to render some of the représenta- 
tives of the people of this Province as ridiculous as 
possible. There had been a systematic attempt 
made to administer the Government, regardless of 
the representations, of the Representatives of the 
people. He (Mr. End) had received a letter from 
His Excellency advising him, that in consequence 
of orders received from the Colonial Secretary, he 
could not communicate with any member of the 
House of Assembly, respecting Roads or Bridges, 
or the appointment of supervisors to expand Ithe 
money granted for them. Circulars had been sent in 
every quarter from the Secretary’s Office, and mea- 
sures adopted for carrying out a system of Govern- 
nment entirely contrary to the well understood wish- 
es of the People. This state of things had, however, 
at last come to an end ; he took it for granted, that 
no future Governor of this Colony, would attempt 
to carry ou the Government of the Province, with 
a Council whose views were hostile to the opinions

Provincial Parliament.

Legislative Council Chamber.
Tuesday, February 17.

The Order of the Day for going into consider- 
tion of the Messages, relative to the Office of Pro- 
vincial Secretary, was postponed on account of the 
unavoidable temporary absence of some Honorable 
Members; and the subject will be taken up at an 
early day, when the House is fuller..

Wednesday, February 18. 

Docs.
. The Bill relating to Dog Tax in the several 

Counties in this Province was committed.
Hon. Mr. SHORE in the Chair.
The Bill being read in extenso, Hon. Mr. John- 

ston thought there should be an exception in the 
Bill, that its provisions should not extend to the 
City of St. John, the Corporation of that City 
having already such an enactment in force. This 
Bill was a general one, applying to all the coun- 
ties in the Province, and unless such an exception 
were introduced, there might be conflicting regu- 
lations, between the Sessions and the Corporation.

Hon. Mr. WYER objected to some portions of 
the Bill. He thought one of its provisions a very 
arbitrary one, viz: that which would compel every 
dog to wear a collar. He had known frequent in- 
stances where dog collars had been surreptitiously 
taken off, and then complaints had been made be- 
fore Magistrates; against the owners of such dogs; 
and there was no provision in this Bill against such 
a practice.

Hon. Mr. MINCHIN highly approved of passing 
a general Act to regulate the tax on Dogs, instead 
of having so many local Acts in force. But he ob- 
jected to one part of this Bill ; the first section 
provided that the penalty for offences against the 
Act should not exceed forty shillings; and he 
thought that sum in any case too much to inflict 
as a penalty for the non-payment of a tax amount- 
ing only to 53. Then, again, the 4th section pro- 
vided, that dogs found at large without collars 
should be killed ; but, that if the owner of any such 
dog were known, the dog should not be killed, but 
the owner should pay an additional fine of 10s. 
He (Hon. Mr. M.) thought there might be great 
difficulty in carrying these provisions into effect, 
with regard to persons coming into town from the 
country, with their dogs. Such persons could only 
be fineable in their own parish or district : how was 
a dog-tax Collector always to distinguish between 
town-dogs and country-dogs; and if he should kill 
a country dog by mistake, he might be liable 
to a prosecution by the owner. It would be much 
better to leave such penalties to the discretion of 
the Magistrates in Session ; and the amount should 
not exceed 10s. With regard to the regulation as 
to dog collars.; it was well known to be the case 
in Fredericton, and he supposed it was so 
elsewhere, that collars were repeatedly taken off 
of dogs, by evil-disposed persons ; and in such 
cases, should a dog be found without his collar, un- 
der this Act he might be killed; or, if his owner 
were known, the owner might be fined, although he 
had previously put a collar on his dog according to 
law, and paid the regular tax. This was a hard 
case; and such as might often happen; and he 
therefore thought some alterations were required 
in the Bill.

Hon. Mr. SHORE thought it was quite neces- 
sary to place a high penalty on matters of this kind, 
particularly in the neighbourhood of towns; as 
otherwise the law would merely amount to a dead 
letter. In the neighbourhood of towns, it was well 
known, large numbers of dogs were kept, especial- 
ly of the Newfoundland breed, which were highly 
destructive to sheep, and he (Hon Mr. S.) knew of 
one gentleman who had lost ty enty sheep in one 
night, by the destructive prowling of such dogs. 
The Hon. Member then mentioned a number of 
other instances, of the dDestruction of sheep by dlogs, 
which had come within his own knowledge; and 
observed, that in all such cases, the dogs had no 
collars or other distinctive marks, their owners 
were unknown, and therefore the losers of the sheep 
had no remedy ; and if they killed the dogs, they 
might perhaps afterwards be prosecuted by their 
owners. But if the law compelled all dogs to be 
marked, they would be known, and parties suffer- 
ing by their depredations would be enabled to come 
on their owners for damages.

Hon Mr. MINCHIN was quite aware, that such 
losses of sheep had been occasioned by the ravages

of a majority of that House; in future the Coun- 
cil must retire, or the House of Assembly must be 
dissolved, and an appeal made to the People. This, 
he took it for granted, would hereafter be the 
settled policy of the Head of the Government in 
this Province, in all future cases when differences, 
like those which have agitated the country during 
the last year, shall arise. The evil Councillors, 
whose advice had given rise to and continued the 
agitation, are now removed to a distance from the 
ear of His Excellency, and he hoped they would 
long be kept at that distance ; all the harm they can 
do has been done already. He hoped therefore, the 
House would be satisfied with the explanations 
given, and not insist on bringing his Excellency 
6to book” as it was called, for sins not his own.

Official Documents.
- PROVINCIAL SECRETARY’S FEES.

Extract of a Dispatch from"Lord Stanley to Sir 
William Colebrooke, dated Downing Street, 
August 9, 1845.*

(No. 317.)
The Act relating to certain Fees, (distinguished 

in the Records of this Office as No. 1533,) abol- 
ishes, without any compensation, the fees of the 
office of the Provial Secretary. The effect will be 
to reduce, by a sum varying from £350 to £400 
per annum, the fund by which the expences of that 
Office have hitherto been defrayed. Consequently 
the Provincial Secretary must either pay those 
charges out of the Income appropriated to his own 
support, or he must receive the deficiency from the 
Surplus of the Civil List Revenue.

To throw the burden on him would be obviously 
unjust. It would therefore be injurious to the Le- 
gislative Council and Assembly, to understand the 
Act as having been passed with any such view. 
The suggestion that their real object was to curtail 
.the Surplus of the Civil List Fund, a suggestion 

adopted by myself, appears therefore as by far the 
more probable explanation of the policy of this 
enactment.

So understanding it, I could not advise Her Ma- 
jesty to give her assent, without which the Act 
must be inoperative.

If the Surplus of the Civil List be really exces- 
sive, the far mure convenient mode of producing 
would be to address the Crown to agree to a dimi- 
nution of it. Her Majesty’s Government can have 
no motive in wishing to maintain any charge of the 
Revenues of the Province, as a susplus of the 
Civil List, but the belief that the possession of such 
a resource may be essential or conductive to the gen- 
eral welfare of the Queen’s subjects in New Bruns- 
wick. If that belief can be shown to be erroneous, 
there will be no reluctance to consent to any re- 
trenchment of the Fund which may be compatible 
with the public interests.

You will communicate to the Legislative Coun- 
cil and Assembly the preceding remarks on this 
Act, and will inform them, that Her Majesty can- 
not be advised to assent to it, unless some unexcep- 
tionable mode can be pointed out, of meeting the 
deficiency which the allowance of it must create 
in the Funds devoted to the support of the Office of 
Provincial Secretary.

(Signed) STANLEY.

Copy of a Dispatch from Lord Stanley, to Sir 
William Colebrooke, on the subject of Salaries of 
Provincial Secretary, Registrar, and Clerk of 
Executive. Council.

[No. 314.] Downing Street, 28th July, 1845.
SIR,— have laid before the Queen, the Address

End) answered His Excellency that it was no fanit 
He was in the hands of his Council, as clay in the of his, and wished to know the reason of the appa-
hands of the potter, and they moulded the unsus- 
pecting Head of the Governor to their own purpo- 
ses. He had stated already, that His Excellency 
had attempted to save his Council, and the extract 
from the Despatch had, no doubt, been sent down 
for that purpose; but, as he had said before, the

rent coolness which His Excellency on several oc- 
casions shewed towards him, the answer was ‘‘I 
could not believe that they would have told me 
such lies about you." It was these secret lies, 
this secret and hidden slander which he complain- 
ed of, and he had in his possession a document 
coming from the Government, which he would not 
read, but which he maintained could never have 
been written unless this kind influence had been 
at work. The Hon. Member, late a Member of 
the Government had reprobated the language he 
had used respecting such things, but he could tell 
that honorable Member, that he cared not a straw 
for the language that honorable Member had used 
towards him, he knew not whether it was age or 
loss of office that had operated on the mind of that 
Hon. Member, but whatever it was, he would do 
his duty regardless of anything that honorable 
Member could say or do.

Mr. W. H. STREET regretted that anything be- 
fore that House, should have given rise to anything 
like personal feeling or personal remarks during 
the debate. It was much to be regretted, when 
such feelings were allowed to mix themselves up 
with the business of that House, and he was sorry 
when such things did occur. They were now con- 
sidering despatches from the Lieut. Governor of 
the Province, and he was anxious that they should 
confine themselves to the business before the Com- 
mittee. The Hon. Member for York had said that 
the Message, and extracts from the despatches sent 
down by His Excellency, did not give a sufficient 
answer to the Address of that House, he was will- 
ing to admit that this was the case, but he had no 
wish whatever to after the explanation which sad 
been given by his honorable Colleague (Mr. Hazen,) 
to press an enquiry into the correspondence be- 
tween the Colonial Minister and His Excellency 
any further. He did not wish to see His Excel- 
lency placed in a position so humiliating as he 
would be, should that House proceed with the ad- 
dress contemplated in the Resolution read by the 
Hon. Member from York (Mr. Wilmot,) and even 
if it did pass, and the address was sent up, they 
could expect no other answer than that already 
communicated by His Hon. Colleague. His Ex- 
cellency had likewise assured the House, that he 
had no wish to withhold any information which he

G *battle is fought and won, and he hoped modera- 
tion would now guide the House in the course 
which it would adopt.

The Hon. Mr. SIMONDS said, that he should not 
have risen at present, had it not been for what had 
just fallen from the Hon. Member from Gloucester, 
who had just sat down. That Hon. Member had 
made charges against the late government which 
he could not allow to pass without contradiction. It 
appeared, from the remarks of that honourable 
Member, that those Hon. gentlemen who had re- 
tired from the government, previous to the oppoint- 
ment of Mr. Reade, as Provincial Secretary came 
in for a good share of the most extraordinary and un- 
warrantable charges made against the govern- 
ment. If the Bucket had been full before, and the 
appointment of that gentleman to office was the 
drop which caused it to run over, then his honour- 
able and eloquent friends who were, in the govern- 
ment previous to that time, will have to defend 
themselves for the share they had in filling up the 
bucket, which was so near overflowing before this 
drop was added. The Hon. Member from Glouces- 
ter had said, that the Members of the late govern- 
ment were influenced in the discharge of their duty 
by personal motives, and priate malice ; he would 
not allow that honourable Member, nor any hon- 
orable Member on the floor of that House, nor 
any man in this Province, to make use of such lan- 
guage without throwing it back upon him. This was 
a vile slander on the late Executive Government, 
and amounted to nothing less than a charge of per- 
jury; for if Members of that Government had been 
guilty of acting under the influence of private or 
personal motives, or for the gratification of private 
malice, they had been guilty of a violation of their 
oaths. But no such thing had ever taken place, 
and he would solemnly assure the Committee, that 
ever since he had the honor of a seat at the Coun- 
cil Board, he never saw even the most distant ap- 
pearance of any private feeling in the advice given 
on public affairs, by any Member of the Executive
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Mr. END said, that it was impossible any Ion. 

Member, should object to the explanation which 
had just been given by the Hon. Member of the 
Government, and he thought the House would be 
satisfied with it. The battle had been fought and 
won, and he was now for moderation; it surely 
never could be contemplated for a moment, by the 
Members of that House, that His Excellency the 
Lieut. Governor, should be asked to lay before the 
Assembly, Dispatches of a private or personal na- 
ture. With regard to the extract from the Des- 
patch No. 305, the whole of which was offered to 
be laid before the House if required, he for one, 
was not at all anxious to see it ; for Hon. Mem-

of dogs, and it was desirible to prevent them for the bers will have observed, that between that Des- 
future: but he did not see how this Bill would re- patch and the Despatch No. 280, there must have!

bers will have observed, that between that Des-
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