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ish Columbia, especially on the Isl:
~ Was held at the City Hall yestorday by ||
« Commissioners W. A. Dryden and W.|
Kitch, who have béen appointed by the
Dominion Government to investigate and
report on the sheep industry in “Great |
‘Britain, the United States’ :and Canada.
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JOHN SPEARS, ‘
Towichan Vidlley.

Buckland Park, West Pender Islaﬂd,
B. C, April 8, 1911. Dear Sir: In ans-
wer to yours of March 28thk, ult., re
commission. of inquiry into the sheep
industry.” I am sorry that 1 cannot}
spare time to attend the meéeting. There
are several neighbors interested in
sheep, but like myself in g small way
in conjunction with dairying.- Far more
sheep were skept on the islands that at
present, but the miserable price of wool
prevailing (often 6 cents to 8 cenis per
pound, and our wool is wvery clean on
farms and in this humid climate) com-
bined with the strong -competition -in
mutton and lamb from the Coast States,
has made us take more and more. to
dairying. One gets néarer to the con-
sumer or retail price with co-operative
creameries’ than econveying ‘lambs, etc.
to the butcher in the. cities: - - -

In the Jatter seventies my brother
and I handled and shore elght or nine
thousand sheep for Van - Volkenburg
Bros. on the Upper Fraser river, just
below Chileotin mouth, We introduced
Australian methods of sheering, * wool
handling; etc. £

The sheep (mutton breeds) did re-
markably well, and when tig duty of
25 per cent was put on mutton it léoked
like a successful industry. Some young
men; including myself, seriously thought
of starting in also, but. then the cattie-
men’ being 'so.largel‘y in the majority
soon’ got a law passed to stop  sheep
grazing on the public domain (a hum-
bug that they could not have passed in
any part of Australia). - So iwith low
wool, very strong competition from the
south in mutton, and this law passed,
forced even the Van Volkenburghs out
of the business.

I have kept more or less sheep for
the last 29 Jears on Pender Island, and
if I reckon the value of the cleared
land that keeping sheep straight al-
lowed me tq do, I may say in spite of
drawbacks you may call sheep farming
in my case a success.

For gettig a new wida land propo-
sition .into some kind of agricultural
condition, I elaim (if wild animals are
not too numerous) that sheep are the
best domesticated stock to keep, and
I may modestly say I have had 50
years’ experience. with the keeping of
live stock. ‘- But in this province, at
least, very few men seem® to have the
necessary. patience and stick-to-it-ive-
ness to make a success of sheep keep-
ing. We Anglo-Saxons are too restless
now in British Columbia. We haye at
present a small stock of pure Hamp-
shires and seriously wish the sheep in-
dustry to go ahead with leaps and
bounds. At present . w.e demand for
good breeding stock is at remunerative
prices almost dead.’ There is something
wrong with the duty on wodol at Ot-
tawa, but not at Washington( at least
not at present) hence the industry is
Ta.ctually declining. in Canada, . but
flourishes in the United States like a
green bay tree, When is it golng to do
likewise in Canada?

Remember, gentlemen, farmers do
not keep sheep for the honor and glory

-

Not a Luxury
But a Necessity

The up-to-date man or woman
of today knows the necessity'
of cleanliness with regard to
health. . Things that contribute
to cleanliness, such as ~

A SPECIALTY HERE
BATH BRUSHES

We carry a full stock of Bath
Brusghes,  Sponges, Soaps, etc.
Everything that you require.
Bath Brushes, 75¢ up.

CYRUS H. BOWES, Chemist,

Telephones 428 and 450 Government St.,, Near Yates

and a row of curb wire on top, ‘which
will keep out anything. I doubt if a
panther will tackle it. Sheep give very
little work, lambs being from A5 to 87
ver head, and the demand for lamb and
mutton is increasing. Wool is worth
only 10c and 12¢ per pound, and we
need woolen mills.” There is a profit
of 100 per cent in a flock of sheep, well
managed, and if farmers understcod how
to handle them and how they may be
kept so cheaply and ‘used as weed and
bush destroyers on every farm, I feel
sure the number of flocks would be
greatly augmented.
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Devilled Herrings, tin ..2s¢c
Golden Haddies, 2 tins ..25¢
Fresh Mackerel, per tin, 25¢c
Devilled Crab Meat, tin ..25¢c
Fresh Crab, per tin ,....25c

3. D. REID.
Dear Sir: I notice by the Colonist
that the Dominion sheep commissioners
are going to be at Victoria on the 6th
inst. to discuss the sheep industry of
British Columbia, and that they frequest
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THE® “HOBBLE
- WOOLLE

the presence of the sheep breeders of
the province to bé present.
I'am too “small” to be there, not-

only of the business. With thése re-
marks I beg to close.

WASHINGTON GRIMMER.

ease. All those afflicted, as well as the
dead, are Chinese, As beri-béri is not
a contagious disease, “the Bessie Dollar
was not quarantined, but was allowed

withstanding the fact that I have had a
long acqugintance with maturity. I sup-
pose it is the “big” men you Tequire,

. Mr. Commssioner Dryden, in Oopening

Object of Inguiry.

to proceed to. Everett, where she loads
lumber for China.

el et—

Just the same I have had some Success
Wwith sheep in a small way, and at the
‘request of an agricultural paper have
written up my experience, T have not
a copy to send you as I do not know

7 if the article has been accepted, but, I
will give you some brief extracts from

This letter may be of use to read at

I_ first started to keep sheep in 1904,
The first year I was “green.”
see I paid for being so by the small

returns that year. But T 8oon changed

Commencing with a flock of -heep in

the inquiry, thanked those present for
their attendance and help. It' was an
extraordinary ‘thing that while Canada
was developing so fast in all other re-
spects the number of sheep in the Do-
minion has-actually decreased steadily
during .the last ten years. The Do-
minion government was anxious to do
something .to revive ‘sheep raising.
Sheep were a most important and pro-
fitable™ factor in farming, particularly
in countries which went in—like Great
Britain—for intensive farming. Sheep,
-too, were very popular for' soil fertil.
izers and scavengers on farms. ‘Where
sheep were kept, there the farms ‘were
Cleanest. . Conditions, thew had foand,

1904 returns were $17.50, in 1905 returns | were entirely different in Western, as

4dn the memory of the natives, and in-

Suffering in Central Turkey

BOSTON, April §.—Chareoal fuel now
costs fourteen times its usual price, hun-
dreds of thousands of sheep have per-
ished, and-the sufferings of the people
of Central Turkey have “been intense,
according to the latest reports received
from the mission stations of that region
by the National Armenian ang India Re-
lief Association.. Adviées from mis-
sionaries report the most Severe winter

dicate that the situation is dafly grow-
ing more critical. The relief associa.
tion, through its secretary, Miss & 0.
Wheeler, of Mansfield. Ohio, is cabling

WASHINGTON, April 6.—William J.
Bryan today told the committee sent
here by the citizens of Memphis to in-
vite him to ‘'make his home in that
eity, that he could not aceept.  The in-

R VR
C. P. B. Car Shop Mena.
CALGARY, April 6. Four reépresenta.
tives of the men working iIn the car
shops here returned today from Win-

Leonard, Mrs. Davis Boyd and Frank
Lester.

g0od speed when it left the trac
over a rough roadway and stopped with

the front end protruding over the em-
vitation : was  extended at a luncheon ! NN Hodhe exeftement, the Hose
given Mr. Bryan by thia on ittee, rengers rushed from the front door and

rolled into a ravine.

The car ‘was travelling at g
k, ran

—
" Boys' as Black Handers,
CHICAGO, April 6.—Three boys, none

Opolichans, 2 Ibs. .......25¢c

Behri Sea Cod Fish, per
ging Sex. Co £ Per keg Y e Sas sia's s 95.00

RS A R

KINDLY NOTE: OUR. LIQUOR: STORE IS

nipeg, but have not yet made a report |
on the negotiations which were held |
with the railway company there in con-
nection with a request by the men for
an increase in wages. Five: hundred
men working in the car-shops in this |
city will be called out iIf a strike s
declared. The executive organization in
Winuipeg are considering the ‘matter,
and they will issue their decision, which

of them over 13 years old, confessed
tonight that they haa written more
than a score of letters to persons on
the Northwest side, trying to extort
money under threat of the “Black
Hand.” The boys were arrested after |

& search of three months. Whether they
succeeded in ob;

ing money, the po-
lice. do not know. The boys knew
they were being sought by the police ]
as they recently sent letters to detec-

tives, saying if they did not stop their

will affect all men in the ‘shops of |

relief contributions whenever received.

the C. P. R, in western Canada, in a|

-

Investigation bombs would be thrown at
their homes, 5

. Tels. 50, 51, 52

CLOSED TODAY :

SPECIAL TODAY
Smyrna Cooking Figs, 4 lbs. for ... ... araee S0l 0.1 B5¢

DIXI H. ROS5 & CO.
Independent Grocers, 1317 Government Street »
: L;quorDept Trel. 1590
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