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Dissension Rife

Among Laborites
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The resignation of XKeir Hardie, M.
P.; ‘Philip Snowden, M. P.;° Mr, Bruce
Glasier .and, ‘Mr, J. Ramsay Macdon-
ald, M. P.. from the National admin-
istration Council of the Independent
Labor Party, recently, has’excited a
good deal of comment .in the British
press.” The resignation arose out of
the endorsation of Mr. Viector Gray-
sop’s course, of conduct by that body
in congress.

The. seventeenth annual conference
of the Independent Labor, Party was
opened in. the Synod.Hall, Edinburgh,
the middle of last - menfh. Mr. J.
Ramsay Macdonald, M. P., presided.

Mr, Paul Campbell, Walthamstow,
moved. a resolution affirming . their
“belief that it is vitally necessary to
maintain unimpaired the. alliance of
Labor and Socialism, as affording the
best means for the political expres-
sion of Socialism today.” Some of

them, he said, who had been in the!

party from its§ very beginning -and

had done their level best for the party |

along the lines 'which seemed to them
best to secure success had waited for
this moment ‘with considerable impa-
tience, - because they had seen "the
policy which -Had ‘made the party
great and strong ‘assailed” from
within and without.”™ They were
glad of the opportunity now to settle
once and for all whether that policy
would be the ‘one” which they would
continue to follow or whether they
would adopt *a  brand new policy
which certain of their members and
self-constituted - critics ° outside the
party .woulds hdve them' adopt. As
one who was a Socialist he said that
in the interest of Socialism it was ne-
cessary to maintain the alllance with
organized labor throughoutthecountry.
(Applause.) They had succeeded af-
ter years of toil in building up the
strongest working class political or-
ganization in-the world. - Now when
they had sueceeded.  in making - a
weapon ‘for their .use, of such possi-
bilities, they /were asked - to -diseard
it apd take some gimcrack thing
which none of them had tested. He
hoped they would be true to the old
flag. and refuse to fight under any
“Jolly Roger.” (Applause.)’
Mr. Watt, Cardiff, seconded.
Drifting to Liberalism.

Mr. Falconer, Southport, moved an
améndment, ‘“That- the Independent
Labor Party secede from- the Labor
Representation - Committee.” The La-
bor Party, he said, was not making for
Socialism. They believed that the In-
dependent Labor Party was first and
Jlast a " Socialist ' organization, and
therefore it was incornsistent with the
Socialist poliéy to be connected with a
non-Socialist parfy. 'The present ten-
dency of the Labor party ‘was not in
the direction of Secialisth;” but rather
in the diréction of the Liberal party.
1f the Sdolalists were going -to ally
themselves with the Labor party that
alliance would lead "ultimately to the
weakening of the Soclalist party.

Mr. Gardner; /North-g8alford, in sec-
onding, sald.hie was g yeung.man, a
revolutionary, but not an eyolution-
ary Socjalist. (Laughter.) . :

The main resolution was. carried al-
most unanimously.. ;

Aldermen Ben Turner said that the
conference, in agreeing to refer back
two. paragraphs of the council’s report
relating to.the attitude.of Mr. Victor
Grayson, M. P., as one_ of the speakers
in the national spéaker§’ campaign, did
injustice without intending to do so.
‘With other delegates he had been un-
der a misapprehension, He was sure
that the conference did not mean to
support Mr. .Grayson’'s refusal to ap-
pear with Mr. Kier Hardle, M. P, on
the Holborn platform. 'WHhat the con-
ference intendéd, he th t, was to
put_an end to pérsonal friction and
trouble, and to _close, if possible, the
ranks of both the young and the old
gang for the sake of the party. He
believed the conference thought that
in connection with the Holborn Town
Hall incident Mr. Keir Hardfe was un-
justly dealt with. He hoped that the
vote of the conference would not be
taken as a reflection on the council, or
as a . censure on..their comrade and
friend, Mr. Keir Hardle. (Applause.)
~ The chatrnidn said he was charged
with.a duty which was extremely pain-
ful. The N. A. C, met on the previous
night and again this morning, and in-
structed - him as ‘thelr chairman to
make a statement. The council had
had a very trying twelve months ow-
ing to a movement of irresponsibility
which had grown up inside the arty.
(Hear, hear.) The movément was wall
intentioned. But it was altogether
impossible, and, in addition, it was al-
together unfair to' those of them who
were “bearing the brunt of the move~
ment upon thé national ‘platform.
Speaking for himself, and expressing
his own opinion and detérmination, he
absolutely declined to -associate him-
self “with the spirit of that irrespon-
sible movement, with its modes- of ex-
pression, “and with .its methods of
bringing about Soctalism. (Applause.)
Speaking for his colleagues as.well as
for himself, the- most important inci-
dents in that movement, in the sense
that - they -made  it-“definite and
brought it to the surface so that the
public could criticise it and/understand
its meaning, were referred to in the
paragraphs in question, which the con-
ference had ‘referred back..

Not a Personal. Matter.

It was a mistake,” continued Mr.
Macdonald, to ‘imagine that it was
merely a reflection on their comrade
Mr., Keir Hardie that had made the
council act as it had done. That
was an important factor, but it was
not that alone. It was the foundation
and the source and the antecedents of
that single event that had to be taken
into ‘consideration, and were taken into
consjderation by ‘the council at the
time. They wanted to, say quite
frankly. and without reservation that
tgey understood what the - conference
intended to de on Monday afternoon

~was to establish peace. (Hear, hear.)
Quite- innocently and quite honestly
the conference believed that, and the
gateway ' throiigh which they ap-
proached peace was I the form of a
censure of these who were carrying
out the policy of the party. (Cries of
“No?) ‘He" dia not say, and his col-
leagues did not sdy, that®the confer-
ence meant that. The virtue of their
weakness on the ‘previous afternoon
was one of the most hedrtless charac-
teristics of the whole action. A straight
. censure -would have been more self-
respecting to the party and more re-
spectful to the members of the council
who' had had te-bear the burdens of
the last twelve months. What he had
to announce was that the four national
members of the National Adn’inlstrs-
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tive Council, Messrs. Keir Hardie,
M. P, Philip Snowden, M. P., Mr.
Bruce Glasier, and himself, did not see
their way to remain members of the
N. A. C. dyring the\ next twelve
months. He supplemented that state-
ment with this, that as private mem-
bers of the party, men beélonging to
the rank and file, they were to spend
their energies that they could spare in
building up the party on the old lines,
and in seeing that the Independent La-
bor Party at the end of the coming
year would be much truer to jts old
self, both in spirit and in method, than
it had been during the last twelve
months.

On a division, 249 voted in favor of
the resolution, and 110 against it.

In spite of this change of attitude on
the part of the conference the officials
persisted with their resignation.-

Mr., Ramsay Macdonald, in deliver-
ing his presidential address, said that
during the year their ;affiliation fees
had risen from £1,108 to £1,432—(ap-
plause)—and the number of Hranches
was just ‘within touching distance of
.1,000. (Applause.) .. While the growth
progress ‘and intellectual activity of
the Sacialist movement. had been re-
markable, there had been that slack-
ening. of their hold on the workers
which ought to remind them that So-
cialism was not come merely from the
misery of,K the people. (Hear, hear.)
He had never been able to accept the
view that from the misery of the peo-
ple the Soclalist future would arise.
The further society drifted from prim-
itive methods the less true it became
that despair and evolution went hand
in’ hand. Poverty of mind and body
blurred the visipn. For instance, a
propoganda was being conducted with
money ‘subscribed by those interested
in creating new means of exploiting
the puble¢, and by miethods which
must be loathsome to everybody who
had any ideal of public rectifude and
political honor, and yet the poor work-
man, cowed by industrial strife, turn-
ed to thé alluring enticements of Tar-
it Reform. without thought of its final
effects. (Applause.) It would be the
I. L. P, its methods, and conception of
Sociallsm, and its creation of the La-
bor party as the instrument and me-
dium of ‘the Socialist “advance that
wodld stand out as the great creative
political force of- recent years. (Ap-
plause.) Every stage accomplished
brought new problems which' dgmand-
ed solution. B

Need for Clearer Thinking.

He warned them  that there lay
ahead a group of problems. They had
to" ansSwer the questiofis:. How. was
Soclalism to cofie? How Were they to
organizé 'themselves? ' What .was to
be thelr relation 'to national guestions
which were not on their programme?
Were they to accept. the aims and
methods of democratic government?
They had been too content to answer
these' quéstions with words and

’,

not always deéfinite. (Applause.)’ They
had declaimed against party gdvern-

ment. whilst doing ‘their’ vety best to
form a new party with a written con-
stitution. At one moment they had
{ proclaimed- the eternal justice of ma-
jority rule;"at another, they had de-
manded that a Socialist and Labor
minority. should determine the work of
the -House of Commons. They- had
been averse to discuss . “Independence”
as a method of Parliamentary=action,
and under Parliamentary econditions,
How would they use the balance of
{power between two parties? Would
j they. first turn out the first one and
then the other, and make government

impassible until they themselves, were |

wiped out by a series of general elee-
tions- that were regarded by the coun-
‘try as a great nuisance? (Applause.)
These questions were not hypothetical.
They had arisen in other countries,
!and sooner or later would arise in this
coyntry. The temptations of the plat-
form to keep their party cheering
might overcome the. influences to-keep
the,yn thinking. (Cheers.) They would
be ‘first of all forced to define their
i»atti,tude‘to the House of Commons. He
sometimes received resolutions begin-
ning, “Seeing that the unemployed are
of more importance than the rules of
the House of Commons .2 The
opposition between Parliamentary pro-
cedure and the question of how to deal
with the unemployed could never be
treated by any Parliament except that
which had rules of procedure, and
these rules must A prescribe majority
responsibility. Every facility given to
a minority to impose its will upon the
majority was a facility which any mi-
nority could .use, and not merely a So-
cialist and Labor minority. To protect
{ the conditions and the existence of
. democratic government was as éssen-
tial to the building up of the Socialist
State as was the solution of the un-
employed problem. The solution of
that problem was their aim; the other
matter was the only condition under
which their aim could be secured. (Ap-
‘plause.) The party which proposed to
strike at the heart of democratic gov-
ernment. in ‘order to make a show of
earnestness about unemployment
would not be tolerated by the country,
and did not deserve to be tolerated.
Futility of Revolution.

Thelr policy depended wupon how
they thought Socialism was to. come.
‘Was it to he by sudden.change, owing
to force or legislative action? The first
was unthinkable. They could not cut
off kings’ heads after a few battles;
they could not change & monarchy into.
.a- republic; they could deprive people
of their titles, and make similar su-
perficial alterations by force; but no-
body ' who understood the power of
habit and of custom in human con-
duct; who appreciated the fact that
by far and away the greater amount of
human action was begun and con-
trolled by the.system of social inter-
relationships in which we had our be-
ing; above all, nobody who under-
stands the delicate and intricate com-
plexity  of production and exchange
which kept: modern society going,
would dream for -a single moment of
changing it by any act of vielence. ‘On
the morrow of a sudden chHange they
would be fish out of water, -and the
fish would wriggle back into the water.
It was equally unthinkable for him
that the, change would be brought
about by a revolutionary act of the
Législature. In every form of life
' there was what might be- called on in-
ternal accumuldtion of forces making
for change. . When ‘these forces weye
released 'by the oare of the: scientific
experimenter or by happy accident
they produced what appeared to be
sudden changes. ‘In society today we

‘| ative farces.

phrases the meanings of which were | °

The ~years

were aware of that pent-up accumula-
tion of forces. Capitalism violated our
moral sense as well as our reason.
Decade  after * decade it /brought its
crop of industrial falures. They must
work scientifically, and must organize,
release, encourage and aid those cre-
No academic dogma, re-
garding the way in which they were
to define their Socialism or the way in
which they should earry it out, should
be ‘allowed to stand in the path of
truth. They were called upon to take
their place as.a conscious factor' in so-
cial evolution. Recent years had placed
at their disposal the weapon of a po-
litical party sharing responsibilities of
legiglative work, gathering experience
and capacity at the point at which so-
cial change was made effective. There
was no lying down at the end of their
day’s labor. There was 'no finality of
their formula and modes of eéxpression.
Their cause, like the cause of knowl-
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L Seima Lagerlof
J

There is, in Sweden, a great woman
writer of fiction. Current Literature
describes her books and the esteem in
which she is held in the following ar-
ticle.. One could wish _ that transla-
tions of her books would find their
way into Canada

“A few weeks ago the fiftieth birth-
day of Scima Lagerlof was celebrated
throughout Sweden, and even in neigh-
boring lands. The schools held festi-
vals in her honor; her poems and stor-
fes were recited at clubs and societies;
telegrams of congratuldtion and ap-
precidtion from all kinds and classes
of people from the Royal family down

to live’ ‘Have you seen that he has
an angel in his eyes? asks one of her
characters' in her stories. She herself
seeks to see the angel in each and all
of us. A Swedish writer has said bt
her: ‘She paints people as the pious
Fra, Angelico in the cloister cell, she
paints with snow white and heavenly
blue colors over a shining gold back-
ground, and she is ever hearing the
bells of San Pasquale.

“The distinguished critie, Oscar Le-
vertin, sums her up as follows:

“‘In an age that is old and -blase, |
when even the poets find it hard to
hide the wrinkles at their temples, and
the ironic smile around their mouths,
a woman genius grows up looking at
the world as if it were her first won-
der book of fairy tales, and what is
more, she is able to tell what she sees
in such a way that even the old and
world-wise are made children again
and hang on her lips, hardly daring to
breathe for fear of missing a wqrd. In

A Glimpse at Niagara Falls
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edge itself, constantly led, them to new
discoveries, which required a re-state-
ment of their creeds and a revision
of their methods. Socialism prevailed
just as it was served by men who fol-
lowed it, not as flatterers but as coun-
sellors, and who employed in its ser-
vice, not their lips only, but their
heads ‘and their hearts. It was but
vesterday apparently when they hon-
ored him by. electing him to the chair,
and tomorrow he resigned it again.
had been crowded with
many works, the value of which time
alone could test, but the pleasure he
had had in watching‘the growth of the
party and the way it had been driving
its roots down into the intelligence of
the people had been keenly sweet, and
his official connectiom with it at such
a time had been a @gveat joy to him.
(Loud applause.)

to poor.peasant children who had read
her fairy tales, were sent to her; lec-
tures were given on her works; and. the
papers and magazines -abounded  in
articles and portraits.

“Unlike that other great Swedish
writer, the dramatist, August Strind-
berg, Selma Lagerlof is naive and op-
timistic. The spirit of a Swedish Pe-
ter ‘Pan breathes in her—the intense
love of the mystical Swedish nature
for weird forests in: which sprites and
fairies and imps have lipgered since
the days when the gods walked the
earth.  Where Strindberg uncovers
and. delineates the worm-eaten, the
morbid and the evil in humanity, she
searches for the higher and redeem-
ing motives.

“Her art is saturated with romance
and her philosophy, if it  could be
summed up in a single sentence, would
be:  ‘Man needs an illusian to be able

an age of intellectual ‘calculation this
wonder appears, a writer of fancy
pure and simple, speaking from the
well of simplicity in her own heart.

“‘In a time of doubt and suspicion
when a hard and logical attitude to-
wards life prevails, Selma -Lagerlof
comes with her arms outstretched to
a tender embrace of everything living,
intoxicated by love and enthusiasm
for people, animals, plants—yea, even
inanimate things seem to come to life
under her magical touch! She has re-
newed feelings and emotions that were
ied, and in a way that ‘has touched all
thought to be long since dead and bur-
hearts. This i what makes her work
s0 unique.’”

The Bride—I want you to send
some’ coffee, please.
The Grocer—Yes, ma'am. Ground?

me

| best.

The Bride—No, third floor front.
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The Tide of

Tourists
=

There
thousand

are some three hundred
Americans going abroad in
this year of grace, 1909, and they will
have left enough money behind them
when they return next fall and winter,
to maintain Uncle Sam’s great navy
for a full year. The number of tour-
ists and globe trotters who go from
these shores every year has been
growing with each passing season, and
now even lordly John Bull does not
scorn the little tide of gold that sets
his way, flowing along with the tour-
ist. As for Switzerland, the beauty of
its scenery has proved more than a
substitute for the lacking fertility of
soil. The Swiss have organized and
capitalized their beautiful landscapes
and lakes in a way that makes it more
profitable to have the barren lands
than to possess the most fertile region
in Europe. They ‘draw over three
million tourists to their land every
vear, and an expenditure of but thirty
dollars a Head would mean $90,000,000
as the annual tribute the world pays
to roam through Switzerland. This is
equal to double the total amount of
the stock of money in that country.

An interesting insight into the way
the American tourist spends his money
when he goes abroad is to be had from
a statement given out by a leading
London hotel. In a recent year it en-
tertained 6,600 American tourists, and
when it came to ecast up their ac-
counts, it was found that $250 each
was the average. Like examinations
of hotel accounts at other points have
borne out the experience of the London
hostelry. Even the humble tip wears
a lordly air when taken as a whole. It
has been estimated that the railway
guards of England get $1,600,000 a
year in “to insure promptness.”

An experienced tourist agent has
figured out the financial end of the
tourist business with a great deal of
care. His conclusions are that the
average American traveling abroad
leaves behind -him $760 hard cash. That
means these tourists spend a total of
$228,000,000 in addition to the cost of
steamship tickets, which would add at
least $50,000,000 more. He concludes
that the average letter of credit car-
ried abroad by the Americans calls for
$3,000, ranging from a few hundred
dollars up to $75,000. He is of the
opinion that the American women
traveling abroad spend two million
dollars in Paris gowns, and almost as
much more in Parisian millinery.

The American has taken his place

at the head of the list of globe trot-
ters. The day was whep John Bull
was the greatest traveler in the world.
His business and his pleasure took him
to the ends of the earth. His familar
fizure was seen and his peculiar ac-
cent was heard more than those of any
other nationality. But that was be-
fore Uncle Sam had grown rich en-
ough to play the globe trotter. He
has since reached the period of com-
fortable affluence, and can spend money
in a way that makes John Bull only
second in the race. ‘The result is that
one sees twg.  American  suit. cases
where he sees one English Gladstone
bag.
The mechanism of travel has been
developed into that high state of per-
fection that astounds him who is un-
acquainted with it. It was only in
1841, the year “Tippecanoe and Tyler,
t00,””. assumed the reins of the United
States government that the first ex-
cursion train was run. It was an Eng-
lish venture and ran from Leicester
to Loughborough, to attend a public
meeting, and the excursion was con-
ducted by the father of the world's
greatest excursion business. His suc-
cessors can now issue a few stamped
pieces of pasteboard, which will' be
honored for a dinner on the Nile or a
lunch in Siberia; which will settle for
a ride on an African camel, or for. be-
ing carried by Chinese coolies. It will
cagry one to the next town or bring
him around the world and back again.
It is the triumph of twentieth century
travel.

One ‘who has not sailed every sea
can scarcely realize the vast arrange-
ments that have been -made for the
accommodation of the tourists, and
how the tourists are continually de-
manding more and greater accommo-
dations. London, a generation ago,
was not much of a hotel town. Its
hosteleries were always disappointing
to Americans. Then came the trail of
the tourist. He woke up the hotel
man. He wanted better accommoda-
tions, and he did not rest until he got
them. The result {s many superb
hotels standing as monuments to the
American traveler who wanted the
Switzerland built twenty-six
electric’' mountain railways to satisfy
the cravings of the traveler for new
thrills and sensations—and every one
has proved more than a paying in-
vestment. Switzerland has schools in
which guides are trained and supplied
with that strange admixture of his-
tory, fact and fapcy which makes such
a pleasing jumble for the tourist.
Other schools teach the art of hotél
waiting, and in short, there is a school
for every branch of the Industry of
entertaining travelers, and incidental-
ly of parting them from their coin.

France is perhaps the most fortun-
ate of all countries in the matter of
entertaining the tourist. Besides her
full quota of ordinary tourists good
roads make her the paradise of the
automobilist. There are usually about
8,000 automobile parties from Am-
erica touring in France during a single
season, and in these parties there are
some 40,000 Americans. It is estimat-
ed that they alone drop $25,000,000 of
good American coin in the course of
their travels. French bankers think
that the total income of that country
from tourists amounts to more than a
half billion dollars, Even Egypt's toll
on the tourist amounts to as much an-
nually as would be required to rebuild
the library of congress.

It is a great boon to a given region
to become fabled in song or story. The
Prisoner of Chillon has brought many
a shekel to the region of Lake Geneva,
and the Lady of the Lake has done
equally well by Loch Lomond. The
“Lake Country” of England draws a
host of literary  tourists. Take
Lucerne is the most frequented lake
in the world. In an off year its steam-
boats carried more than a million and
a half of people, and a thousand tons
of baggage.

But EBurope has no griping monopoly
on the American tourist. South Am-
erica, the West Indies, Mexico and the
Orient are each year getting a larger
share of the tourist business from the
United States and Canada. Jamalica,
with its splendid roads, its widerange
of climate, and its beautiful scenery,
has become one of the favorite winter
resorts, and Cuba, with its great new
automobile race course and its new
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roads, is also making a bid for 1t
man who has time and money to spen

Everywhere the world has wide op«
arms for the tourist. He brings n:
ideas and plenty of money, and gos
laden down with things which cos
little and sell high.

To ineet the constantly expanding
tourist business new passenger steam-
ers by the score are being built a:
placed in commission. In a single
month as many as fifty big trans-At-
lantic liners will leave New Yorl
alone, with passenger lists ranging
from 200 to 2,500, and nine-tenths of
those aboard will carry tourist trans
portation. It is not to the important
folk who engage cabins de luxe that
the steamship companies look for
their revenue, nor indeed even to the
first cabin passengers, but to what
they call the “middle millions.”

It is remarkable how much it costs
to send one of those big liners across,
and how much it takes to stock one
of them. The expenses of a single
trip may total $50,000. The provisions
are supplied on a large scale. Meat
equivalent to the weight of 227 men;
ham, sausage and chicken equal to the
weight of fifty men; some 250 barrels
of flour, 25,000 eggs, and 7,000 quarts
of milk are someé of the larger items
of a ship’s larder. But as a trip nets
the steamship company at least $25,
000, they have no objection to a well
filled larder. One of the big steam-
ship companies wused 13,000 Dbeeves
14,000 hogs, 16,000 sheep, 5,000,000
eggs, 331,000 pounds of coffee, and
1,189,000 cigars in a single year.

The railroads are getting consider-
ably alarmed over the growing num
ber of Americans who are spending
their vacations abroad. They are th
people who used to-fill up the moun-
tain watering place and the seaside
resort, and they have been profitabl:
patrons of the railroads and the inn
keepers. How to turn the tide back
to the shores of America and keep it
there is a question with ‘which the;
have labored earnestly and long. But
they have never made much headway
in the solution of the problem., Atone
time it looked as if the ‘“See America
First” movement might accomplish
that purpose, but tens of thousands
still go abroad who never saw Niagara
Falls, Yellowstone Park or the Grand
Canyon.

One of the most remarkable evi-
dences of the widespread taste for
travel is the vast number of books of
travel and guide books that is pub-
lished. When one comes to look up
the literature on the subject he finds
no place too remote to have a guide
book describing it, nor too far away
to be told about fully by some writer
of travels. In fact the literature - of
travel is one of the most complete
there is. And it is being added te with
wonderful rapidity. Furthermore, it
is always popular. A well ‘written
book of ‘travel or a carefully prepared
series of newspaper travel stories. has
always been’ popular, and never: so
must sd 45 at present. ThHose who can-
not be tourists may be readers. - The
day When one-half the people did not
know how the other half lived has al-
most passed. The descriptive writer
and the camera have brought the
whole world into recognizing familiar-
ity with the rest of humanity,

It is the prediction of ‘touristagents
that the business of globe trotting is
yet in its infancy. - They assert that
for every one that goes, at least two
others are inspired to go om his re-
turn, and that thus the business is
bound to expand. Seasons of depres-
sion cause the tide of tourists to ebb.
but good times and free money make
it to flow in more genial current than
ever. The tourist agents see many
fat years ahead. They offér some con-
solation for the quarter billlon dollars
that departs from our shores with the
tourists by staying that at least half
of it comes back with the foreigners
who come across to look us over, and
that it is not going to be many years
until the tide of tourist money which
flows this way will equal that”which
flows the other way. ‘Hurope is learn-
ing that all things of interest do not
lie east of the Atlantic.

-

Ghostly Pictures

)

A New York Press despatch of re-
cent date says: Over a hundred paint-
ings in the style of the landscape art-
ist, R. Swaine Gifford, who died in
January, 1905, have been produced
during the past three years by.a mid-
dle-aged goldsmith of New York pam-
ed Frederick L. Thompson, who has
never had. a lesson in the art.

Phe case is considered to be one of
telepathy between the dead artist and
a living medium, for Mr. Thompeon,
knowing nothing of painting, asserts
that he only works under an irresist-
ible 'impulse. Art critics declare that his
canvases “reproduce all the chaym, fine
color and atmosphere of Gifford’s best
style.”

Mr. Thompson has given an account
of his physical and artistic experi-
ences to the editor of the American
Art News, who purchased one of his
best “Gifford” paintings.

“About three years ago,” he said, “I
began to see distinct visions of land-
scapes and faces, and felt an {rrvesist-
ible impulse to paint them. I thonght
I was going mad, but the impulse
grew so strong that I secretly began
to paint. The visions came and the
colors would work out into form. I
am compelled to paint by an unknown
force. The paintings are finished en-
tirely by feeling. “

“After I began painting an exhibition
of Gifford’s work was held In New
York. I'went to it, and heard a voice
distinctly say: ‘You see what I have
accomplished. Why not go on with
my work and finish it?”

Mr. Thompson had seen Mr, Gifford
but twice during his life, but only on
one occasion, when the artist was buy-
ing some jewelry, did he. speak with
him.

Accompanied by Professor Hyslop, of
the American Society for  Psychical
Research, Mr. Thompson went to the
dead artist’'s home in Massachusetts.
Among other things the widow showed
them on an easel a picture of a group
of trees ‘“exactly representing” (in the
professor’s words) “one of the sketches
that Mr, Thompson had left in my
hands.”

Professor Hyslop is convinced that
the visions haunting Mr, Thompson
are ‘“clear illustrations of the process
by whieh the departed may be able to
transmit their thoughts to the living
when conditions are favorable.”
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One of the most remarkable
counters that has ever been rec
was that which followed the at
of employees and detectives of
large Montreal department tce
forcefully pre-empt the 1
another, last week.

The set-to was the
jong-drawn out series manoe
1t was the direct result of the r
on the part of Scroggie & Co. t
the Carsley Company $10,000 de
ed for the privilege or taking an
ten days in vacating their pre
On the evening preceding the big
tle Mr. Scroggie recelved a m
from Mr. Maxwell Goldstein, 7
senting the Carsley firm, saying
he would be glad to see him, and
a suggestion that would be ag
able to both sides.

In order that the story whic
lows may be better appreciated,
pe as well to say at the outse
the real dispute between thg
firms has not yet seen print, an
four months’ clause, which was
to the lease made by the Ogilvie
the Scroggies, by which they
continue to do business for thaf
after the expiration of the S
leade, does wot enter into the eveg
today.

WhHen Mr. Scroggie got the m
from Mr. Goldstein, he at once
phoned Mr. J. N. Greenshields,
who. for a long time has looked
the legal business of the firm.
Greenshields agreed to meet Mr.
stein, with Mr. Scroggie, exqg
that Mr. Carsley would also b
sent. .

At the Conference

Mr. Carsley was not there, aj
QGoldstein opened the sitting b
ing what his visitors proposed
It was stated in reply that they
do all they could for the best in
of both firms,

An agreement lay upon the d
Mr. Goldstein, and he asked thg
Soroggie should sign it. Mr.
shields asked to have it u
morning, to consider it, and Mr,
stein ' declined to let it out o
hands.

“And do you expect me to
elient sign it unless I read it?
Greenshields' asked. Eventually
Goldstein read it aloud. It
agreement between the two par
the effect that the Carsley firm
allow the Scroggies to take a
ten days in which to move.

It was suggested that they
move certain flats on certal
and meanwhile the Iincoming
should take possession of the f
vacated.

All this seemed to please both
ge] and Mr. Scroggie until
clause crept in to the effect 4
allowing the Scroggie firm the
eges referred to, the Scroggie
would pay over to the Carsley
the sum of ten thousand dolla

“Ten-thousand dollars!” echo)
Greenshields. “No, sir, not ong
We are within our rights in
out within the next ten days a
will stand by our rights.”

That was really the -end of t
terview.

The Scroggie establishmen
closed that night at six o’clock]
as.sales were concerned, but 1
the night men were busy movi
stock over to the building,
southeast corner of Windsor a
Catherine streets.

Well on towards midnight, t
building—the old home of the
Queen’s Theatre, and stores
which many of Montreal’s bl
ness men have graduated—was
up for:the night.

“] Want Your Keys.”

Night Watchman Fenton wa
the keys and he set out on hi
lonely rounds ecovering floo
floor from the basement to t
At b o’clock in the morning
startled by a ring at the
street door, and he made
there as. fast as he could. T
found several men, the leader ¢
sald: “I want your keys!”

Visions of burglars, visiong
family waiting in vain for
ing, went through his head, aj
he recovered from the shock
who they were, and why he
giye them his keys. He
that they represented the Carg
and that they belonged to thy
dian Detective Biireau.

He asked permission to 4
to Mr. Scroggie, and this was
Mr. Scroggie was not slow in
ing the teJenhone, and neithe
slow in answering the questi
whether or not Fenton sho
over the keys of the estab
His emphatic reply was:

“Certainly not; do not hand
keys.” !

Keys Handed Over by Mi

Fentopn was much, upset, as
imagined, and he misunderst
reply to the question. He tho
employer sald: “Give him th
and this he did.

Meanwhile, Mr. Scroggie
and he then discovered the m3
take. At 6 o'clock, he had M
shields on the telephone, and
what had happened, and as
he was to do.

“Do? Get your men toge
defend your property. Take
perty back, no matter what
was the reply,

Mr. Scroggie was not long
ing. He got together all 4
ployees he could, and shortly
o'clock there was a collection
at the St. Catherine . street
the outside, and a collection
at the doors on the inside
glared at each other, and thg
the outside said: “Open thg
and let us get in.”

“Shan’t,” was the reply.

Mr. Greenshields was aga
up by ’phone, and he said: “7
session by force and when y¢
take all the locks off the dJ
throw the -doors open wide.”

Door Opened With Cro

The Scroggie men took
viger literally, A crowbar ¥
and the centre door quickl
open, and with a rush in
Scroggle forces. 'The Carg
could not stop them ente
soon a big stream of employ
to appear -upon the scene.

By the fifties they entered
and were met by the variou
and told to prepare for wo
came another argument.
ley men quite agreed that
beaten as to the Scroggie
tering the store, but they
they had been told that un
cumstances would the em




