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A EVIEWING the book just issued
by the Earl of Cromer, “Mod-
ern Egypt,” the London Times
says: > ; :

If “that is ‘a good book
which is opened with expecta-
tion and laid down with profit,”
Lord Cromer’s volumes amply
fulfill those two conditions.of
cxcellence. “Since Caesar wrote “De Bello'Gal-
lico” we can recall no instance of a great Cap-
tdin of the State telling so fully and unreser-
vedly and with such lucidity and candor,
whilst still fresh in the memory of living men,
the story of great events quorum pars maxima
fuit- And Caesar’s must have been in many
respects the easier task. The story of a politi-
cal enterprise, such as the transformation ef
Iegypt, which has involved the mos‘§~de11_cate
irternational issues, and has dealt with grave
racial and religious problems, besides fanning
the flames of hot party controversies at home,
must have presented for the modern Pro-Con-
sul innumerable difficulties, which the master
of Roman legions could well afford to disre-
zard in relating the military conquest of Gaul.
Loord Cromer has triumphed over those diffi-
culties by approaching his lite_rary‘ta.sk in the
same spirit in which he carried out hgs official
task in Egypt.. The prudence, the patience, the
admirable sanity whiclt have been the disting-
uishing characteristics of the active statesman
are reflected in the scientific detachment and
lofty impartiality which he now displays as a
historian. At times, indeed, Lord Cromer re-
minds one forcibly of a great judge summing
up a case before a jury of his countrymen and
cxpounding with dispassionate serenity the
evidence upon which he himself and all those
who have been responsible for our .policy in
Egypt during the last quarter of a century will
stand: appréved or condemned at the bar of
posterity.” Of course, no man can really be
judge as well as counsel, witness and‘de‘fendant
in a suit which. is largely his own"but I-ord
Crofmer may be almost said to have squared
that ‘circle. 3 :

“ “I'were a bettér story an’ I ceuld recollect
the beginning.’ That is perhaps already the at-
titude of mind of many an Englishman, no
longer even with the prime of life still before
him, towards the story of the British occupa-
tion. of Egypt. Of the younger. generation
amongst us not a few are inclined to assume
that the responsibilities involved in the Bri-
tislh-oecupation. were:.lightly ‘inctirred in the
wanton pursuit of an. overweenihg Imperial-
ism, and, prone to criticize any methods of ad-
ministration that do not wholly conform to fhé
ideals of an advanced democracy, they refuse
or-are unable to realize what the condition of
Ligypt was before the magician’s wand evolved
order out of chaos and prosperity out of un-
speakable misery. With the authority which
belongs to™ an ;uarivalled’ experience dating -
back now. fof more:than thirty years,‘to the
day when as Major Baring he took up his
first post in Cairo as Commissioner of the Debt
in 1877, Lord Cromer hag for the benefit of
the “British people set forth step by step the
chaini of events which ‘has thrust upon them a
position “of great responsibility in régard to
Lgypt, not, indeed, unmixed with advantages
for themselyess but' certainly unsought for and
often accepted only with pusillanimous reluc-
tance and alarm. He has shown them at the
same ‘time ‘that the work of rescue they have
performed-is one that they may well he proud
of, and that ‘though it is still far from com-
pletion, and there may still be' many difficul-
ties and disappointments in' store for them, the*
task is worthy of their highest endeavor, so,
they be not' “weary in well-doing.” In rgr;/
gard to the events of later years in Egypt,
and ‘especially since the «accession of the pre-
sent- Khedive, Lord Cromer, no doubt rightly,
still considers himself under obligations of re-
ticence ; ‘but* with' those which preceded and
followed the British. occupation up to 1892 and
with the dramatic story of the Sudan down to
1907 he deals, as he truly says, “fully and un-"
reservedly,” and it is, therefore, to that part.
of hiswork that we propose to devofe mainly
the space at our dispesal today.” s

Tiong ‘before Ismail Pasha succeeded to the

throne, Egypt had suffered much
¢vils inherent to Eastern forms of

Khediva
from the

despotism. * She ‘hdd known worse rulers than ™ =

he"was, more grossly incompetent and more -
pettily cruel; but in
shrewdly observes, “the maximum amount of
harm is probably done when an Oriental ruler
is for the first time brought in contact with
the E_urdpean system of credit,” and this was
the misfortune that befell Egypt in the evyil
days of Ismail. During the early years of his
an earthly paradise for—
urer and for the native
usurer, as well as for the Egyptian Pasha who
happened for the time being to be the instrii-
ment of his ‘master’s capricious will and the
recipient of his reckless favors. But during
the later years it"had become a hell upon earth
'or the unfortunate people of Eg(ypt,' taillable’
¢t corveable a‘merei, as the people of France

£

.t to :the Porte; that we

the East, as Lord Cromer B

had thgir o
pean affairs, VE:
unfortunate series of miscalculations by diplo-
matic experts, and it was now generally recog-

and the widow.were mercilessly pillaged “by
superior order,” when the Treasury was driven
to such fraudulent expedients as the spendthrift
law' of the ' Moukabala. ‘This - vertiginous
“Rake’s Progress” Lord Cromer sketches in
with a masterly hand.  “The origin of the
Egyptian question,” he frankly admits, “was
financial”; but ‘he argues with no little force
that, if it was the bond-holders wha brought
about foreign interference, it was ‘foreign in-
terference that alone could and did relieve the
people of Egypt from a system of government
which was as ruinous to them as to the for-
eign creditors of ‘the ceuntry.  Sordid and
sometimes even grotesque as are the details of
Ismail’s struggle against the forces which he
had challenged, the story as told in these pages
acquires something of the
ness_of a Greek tragedy. Ismail disappears
ingloriously from the scene at a nod of ‘the
two Western powers, “a victim. to the insolent
abuse of power.” But where he had sown the
wind his son Tewfik, an upright and  well-

meaning ruler according to his lights, reaped-

the whirlwind, Ismail’s sham “Constitution,”
with which the veriest incarnation of despot-
ism hoped to succeed in ‘playing off the “na-
tional will” ‘against his foreign creditors, was
the protoplasm out of which, a few years later,
the “Nationalist” upheaval was -evolved, just
as the turbulent demonstration of Egyptian of-
ficers clamoring 'for arrears of pay, whom Is-
mail had secretly mobilized against his Euro-
pean ministers, was the forerunner of Arabi’s
mutiny. Ismail had, in fact, already fallen
when “the nadir of ~financia1§ chaos and popular
misery was reached.in the suimmer and autumn
of 1878”; but it was from the belated explosion
of sullen and long-pent-up wrath engendered.
by the grossness of his misdeeds that. British
ships and-British troops had to save his unfor-
tunate successor.in 1882, ' .,

.Never has it been more clearly shown than
by Lord Cromer’s plain statement of facts how
it was, indeed, under the compulsion of .an ir-
resistible fatality, that Kinglake’s prophecy

was fulfilled and the Englishman’s foot at last "

firmly planted in the valley of the Nile. When
it was first preposed, at the beginning of 1876,
to place* Egyptian finances under European
control France and Italy each agreed to select
a commissioner, bt

appoint an English one on the ground that her
Majesty’s government was unwilling to inter-
fere in the internal affairs of Egypt... After.the
introduction, of . Anglo-French conitrol. it .was
to the initiative of France, reluctantly followed
‘by the British Government; under the pressure
of palitical considerations in Europe on the
eve of the Berlin Congress of 1878, that. the
measures. were taken imCairo which led wp to
the downfall of Ismail. ~Again, in the winter
of 1881-2 it ' was Gambetta who invariably
shaped the diplomatic ‘action of the "two
Powers in ‘Cairo, ‘with the result, if net with
the intentién, that military action-‘was ‘bound
sooner or later to ensue. Gambetta fell before.
the final crisis, but “he exercised -a decisive
and permanent influence on the futtre course

-of Egyptian history. ILord Granville, M. de

‘reycinct, and others might do ‘theirBest to
put back the hands of ‘the" ¢lock, but ft ‘vwas
impossible  that they should ever restore the
status quo ante Gambetta.” England to the
last fought, almost blindly, and certainly with
the clumsiness of the blind, against her des-
tiny. Not for the first or for the last time she
was willing to accept even the armed inter.
vention of Turkey in Egypt. ‘She welcomed
the assembling of a Européan~Conference in
Constantinople in order, as Lord Granville put
should be able “4to
meet the pressure that would be put upon us
to take immediate and independent ac-
tion.” * It was not at our- wish that the
French fleet sailed away from Alexandria a
few hours: before Admiral Seymour -opened the
bombardment. Internal dissensions and mis-
tfust of Germany—Prince Bismarck’s share in

dignity and fateful--

Zword Derby declined- to -

preventing French co-operation with England necessity for action. Not only did they en-
“at’that stage deserves to be closely studied— dorse Lord Cromer’s recommendations for the
finally inducéd the French to stand altogether entire withdrawal of the Egyptian forces from
aloof. - Even Italy’s co-operation wag invited = the Sudan, but when Cherif Pasha, thé Egyp-
by the British government and refused, profes- tian prime miniSter, showed a strong determin-
sedly out of regard for the susceptibilities of the ation to reject that policy, Lord ' Granville

Sultan, an argument significantly akin to that bluntly intimated that Egyptian ministers and
which had been® used by the Gefman ambassa- governors, so long as the British occupation
dor to Paris at the same time as Lord Gran-

continued, would be expected to. carry out the
ville ‘was being assured by the German ambas- advice of the British government or forfeit
sgdor in London that “in’the event of the Brit- their offices. ;
ish government taking action on their own ini-
tiative they would receive the moral support ‘of
Germany.” Lord Dufferiti himself has pointed
outhow the prolonged endeavors -he made-to
induce-the despatch of a Turkish force to. join

e, : s .
were the arguments he used that the' British
_ government were for a moment on the-point
" of ‘acquiescing, though they dreaded the out-
cry in England, ifet became known-that they
were dallying with slavery in the person'of
Zobeir. Gordon’s own impatience and impul-
siveness destroyed whatever chance: there
might have been of securing what he wanted.
He communicated his views to'Mr. Power, the
luckless correspondent of The Times in Khar-
toum, for publication in this paper. He wrote
in his journal that he had asked openly in this
way for Zobeir “in order to save her Majesty’s
government from the odium of ‘such a step.”
It ‘was ‘a generous indiscretion, by#it was a
fatal-one. It

Lord Cromer’s vindication of the policy of
witjdrawal appears to us irrefragable.: Tt had
at dny rate the supreme merit of lcokine frets

in the face, but its execution’ unhappily fur-

nished fresh oppertunities of vacillation #nd 1 Privdee & et O“Ebmét it
e e % e ; i A : ntimental hostility at ..."THe Anti-Slav-
hands with Wolseley in Egypt, even after the irresolution: of ‘which the British® government ::y lg:;?e: «‘;gf)l:hgj; eﬁ%"}g mar§halxlli:1g -:l;’e
stricken field of Tel-el-Kebir,:merely. served to hosiog itself ‘abundantly. The copious" and ty : ‘
ruin his reputation as an honest. man, whilst

forces of:righteous indignation. 'The Opposi- '
tion scented the chance of defeating the gov-
ernment in the House of Commons:-- The dan-
ger to ministers, if they acceded to-Gordon’s
demands; was imminent and-definite. "Gordon
was far-away, and the danger to him,.if they, *
rejected his demands, was less obvious and
definite: They made no attempt to explain the
situation or to enlighten the public.’- They had
yielded-to an emotional wave of popular feel-

ing when they sent him to Khartoum. They

lucid exposition of the lamentable. episode
which ended in the fall of Khartoum and the
death of.Gotdon is perhaps the miost valuable
and complete contribution to history which
these volumes contain, It has, moreover, the
‘most poignant human interest, for it brings in-
to startling relief the cruelty of the position
iito which Lord Cromer was forced as the.in-
termediary between the home government,
which could never make up their minds at all,.
and the heroic visionary. whose mind, was al- yielded without an effort to another but oppo-
ways. made up, but was unhappily seldom G, wave when they refused to' let him have
made up for more than a few days—sometimes Zobeir, Gl AN
for not more than a few hours—in any fixed Werse things still/ were however.: to fol-
direction. Lord Cromer had great misgivings low. Having rejectéd’ Cositonis demunds: .the
from the first as to the wisdom of sending any least, it would seem, that:the Brifish gb\,rern-
gled to withdraw it.” = But the same fatality European officer' up  to Khartoum, and still o000y have done should have been. to face
which had compelled him to plant his’foot there f::f‘té‘;rrgézglf‘c’)‘r"gzczs ;ox:i}slgi sglec;\}%r: (‘iieGSel?;' the probable consequences of their :;,ction. It
) i i £ ; SN : SN e is impossible even at this distance of time to :
oyt st keep\é § iy plunted 1t is spare himself in judging his own share of 2 read gvithout' a blush of shame the pages in
at this stage that the “drama reaclies to truly ponsibility. Se judice, nemo nocens absolvitur, which Lord Cromer records at fulltength .and
tragic heights. Whilst the short-lived storm It is not from any narrow inability or ungen- e impressive restraint the long-drawn story,
had burst and passed away over .the delta of  erbus failure to appreciate Gordon’s splendid | of fatuous hesitation and delay vé"hich'-led.up’
,th-g Lower Nile, a tempest of tropical fury had qualities that he acknowledges how deeply he to the final chtastrophe at Khartoum. As early
arisen unobserved and was sweeping over the. Still regrets having waived his original objec- as April 14 1884, Lord Cromer urgezf the fies 8
vast territories on the White and Blue Nile, tion to that perilous adventure. _‘Had I known tish government "to’p'repa'r“e for 2 seliat expedi~ |
extending to the great lakes of Central Africa, General Gordon better, I should certaind yole & Lord Wolseley had tendered the same
which had been more or less nominally subject- states, - “never have agreed to his . mission.” SdatvE 3 Loudi?ﬁ Sl oot days earlier, ftom
ed to the authority of Cairo during the course Whetlier, in any case, the British government 41 .. mflital”y'boiﬁ‘*t" of View. The Gavernment
of ‘the nineteenth™ centuty. ~ If the Egyptian would have listeied to his objection seems replied with requestsforv.fuller. infé¥mation
pashas had chastised their own people with more than doubtful, for public opinion was and when they. hgd.}‘t'héﬂinfomﬁﬁom X066 far
whips, they had chastiséd. the Sudanese with loud .and insistent, and. like McKinley, Mr. as it wis Jo‘ll:taina.ble at all, they placed their
scorpions. Before England”had had time to Gladstone always had “his ear to the ground,” . AT 1] ek &
take stock of the situation:in Egypt itself and - listening for the vox populi.~ Scarcely had

enhancing it as a_diplomatist. There is quiet
but well-merited irony in Lord Cromer’s ob-
servation that “English history affords other
examples of the government and people  of
England drifting by accident into doing what
was not only right, but most in accordance with
British interests”; but it may well be doubted.
“whether they have'ever drifted quite so halp-
lessly as when they drifted into the British oc-
cupatien of Egypt.

Nor did they gease to drift after the occupa-
tion had taken place. No sooner was the Eng-
lishman’s foot planted in the valley of the Nile
than, “fearful of what he had done, he strug-

own construction on it. - Well might Gordon

e Wil TuDan et PR TR g R b o
: ; g ; ite’in the bitte ‘of his heart:—"It is as
of hier new relations with the Egyptian fovern- Lord Cromer with a heayy heart bidden fare- K:;tz:hitﬁxeiflag‘erg ¥ i x}:,i'é“i e TS ek
nient, “a formidable- i-ebeﬁdx;, the suppression ngéi ,t9. Gordon, .who. !eit:§Ca;;,rQ“‘1n -exaellent inh thi€; Fiver dlread ﬁj" b efl%n'tfwee; times,
of which would tax to the uitmost their.military ~§pge: ts.and hopeful of suecess” on the night of hails; “T say, old fellow, let us know when
and financial resources,” hiad broken out in the January 26, 18%4—a date e Gemeniret | T lifebuoys. I know, you
oudan. Who was to advise or-to help them than . he began;‘t‘o receive -from him in quick 4 T bobbed ;;;wn tW? or three times, but it
at that critical moment im~“the adoption of a succession that “large number of Yery bewild- . 0 pity. to throw you. the lifebuoy until you
rational and practical policy” save:Engkind? ering and contradictory messages, which gave 2 ' 8 cand ¥ o o

are really in extremis, and I want to know
exactly, f‘;i:, I am a man brought up in a school
of exactitude.’ ” When the lifebuoy was at last
it was too late.

But just as the British government had closed Tise o many painful controversies at the time
their eyes to the stern logic of facts in Egypt, of the publication of Gordon'’s diary. Gordon’s:
s0 also now in the Sudan. They were “in ng Suddén and incoherent revulsions of opin‘on

¥

ible for the operations in the Sud must have been a matter of constant and har tacgily #hgown, LordaC “M;.kaG%g;
way responsible for the operations in the Sudan 5 PR s 5 rd Cromer's  Stome, was slow,” L rasLromer remarks, ¥to .
which have been unécrtaken under the anthori- i;i‘&gugergéﬁ’gtfa tf:;n . ;2?1" ?lfoﬁ;ﬁfﬁmﬁs.gf recognize facts when they.ran w:nﬂb{,ﬁo his©
ty of the Egyptianfovernment, or for thgr :ﬂ; “ment, but with unfailing patience he set His. wishes.” The natural result ensued. The-facts * ~

asserted themselves.” And later on h
this momentous chapter of “history, n
fore related with such fulness of_documenta
‘evidence and personal knowledge, with’ the :

pointment or actions’of General Hicks.”,
in the autumn of s&, just dt the moment when /
Lord Cromer, who had 1eft Egypt at the end of
1880 to be finance minister in India, returned
to fill the post of Brifish representative in
Cairo, canie the rudest of awakenings with the
annihildtion’ of the ‘Egyptian forces under
Hicks Pasha.in the waterless desert of Kordo-
fan. The flowing tide of Mahdiism rolled on re-
sistibly toward Khartoum, Could-it even be
stayed there? Failing the employment of Brit.
ish or of Turkish tl:gops——th'e former was per-
emptorily refused by the. British’ government,
the latter was clearly never:serio: ly contem-
plated—the only possible policy was ‘complete
evacuation ‘of the Sudan.' ‘It had become “an

unpleasant but imperious necessity,” as Tord

Cromer speedily realized, but it was extremely |
unpalatable to the Egyptian government. Mr. . time done in these pages, gradually came

Gladstone and his \eolleagues were vacillatin nd to the &3 : s ,
and irresolute in tak i Ing  rouy O the same view. N ban- Pasha, the

be prompt-and resolute enough in laying down
a course which wo‘i.ld,‘ as they hoped, avert the

self “to distinguish between such proposals of
General Gordon ‘as represented his: matured
‘opinions and others which were mere bubbles
thrown up by his imaginative ‘brain, probably T DRSS el + sy Kals Mot q
forgotten as soon as made.” Unforﬁmgtely', it ::zvxixer:‘ggtl*)la;ssage; tomwexghty P be. e
vc\:zas Justl:_the' v}?luable rpsid’uunfl” which Lard , ™ In a word, ‘the Nile expedition was™
romer knew how to extract from Gordon’s | R ety “the  reaso ¥ it was
superabundant output ‘of schemes and plans aned oo, e, and M denaca g

that the British government, far more hope- ﬁ:rt:lo;;rtl :ﬁ&%&i%éefciof tphnef-
lessly bewildered than their agent in Cairo, et bvind was patent to much less pm} e,
would have nothing to do with.. For the Tesi- intellects than his own- Posterity has - 3
gu“".‘. was Glogeir: and Zobe? slmelt'of sflave— decide-on- the services which: Mr. Gladstorie.
untmg. Gordon’s “mystic feeling” in favor SeooioC OO PRSI et 1
of the employment of‘y‘Zobeir.' gg:evi} In:ora e e g and bribilemt asvees,
settled ! conviction as he came to closer and

ong crendered "
to the British fation, but i is improbable that ~ +
closer quarters with the appalling- difficulties TG & T oo i vill: - -
of his task. Gordon’s ill-fated lieutenant, Col.

Stewart, to whom' full justice is' for the first

#

tinctly unfavorable. “Les fautes de'l
puissant,” said ‘an-eminent Frenchmang “son
des malheurs publics,” “Mr. Gladston
of judgment in:delaying

of the Nile expedition

- tation of Englan

ever be reversed. ‘That ‘verdiot h:

: T a meeting of the Central Asian So-
% clety, the London correspondent of
the Novoe Vremya since 1892, gave
a lecture on “Anglo-Russian’ Rela-
-tions.” - The chair was  taken’ by .
=0 Lord Ronaldshay, M, P, ‘says the
London Times. F o

‘M. de Wesselitsky,

»

-and a half, gave a comprehensive ‘survey of
the history of ‘Anglo-Russian relations from
the time of Peter the
showing that these relations

- cordial, and that the differences of recerit years

Great with the objeet of

were traditionally .

igin in Asiatic and not in " Euro-
The Crimean war was due to an

( erci, _ nized that, in the famous phrase of Lord
"ad never been in the worst days of the old Salisbury, England had put her money on the
regime. . Those were the times when Daudet’s wrong horse Was only, ‘however, in the

Nabab ﬂournisbed;‘ﬁccedingly at the Court
ot Cairo, when a Finance Minister boasted that
"l one year he had squeezed £1,500,000 out
of the taxpayers’ pockets, when the public debt
vas run up within thirteen years at the rate.
V! some seven millions a year to close upon’
one hundred millions sterling, when one-fifth
‘t the ‘arable latids in a country wholly depen-
.ont upon agriculture passednto the hands of
the Khedive, and was exploited by forced Ia-

pery . ;
relations between the two countries were con.
sistently marked bv’
During the Boer war he was one of two or
three confine:
- port the Engli
oppm_'timit)' oF

S
bor for his sole benefit, when the’ trust funds refusal
! the religious foundations and of the orphan helped ‘to

of 20 § from 1885 to 1905° that the

mistrust and’ suspicion.
tal publicists whd' dared to sup-
sk cause; and he only had  the
t!fding so because the editor

A

“and progtqejtoﬂ'd ' the Novoe Vremya allowed
‘him liberty, as !

todis

: 5 ‘? as London correspondent,
ent from the editorial policy. TRussia’
usal to listen to counsels of inter

ave the way for a “better

power ‘of ieit‘hgr"’) e imparti

standing, afid an improvement in the diploma-
tic.relations between the two countries began

i O
room fpgjcﬁ‘ti

painfiilly: than anyone, and
‘memory, he perhaps’ scarcely reco
ficiently the magnetic quality of

which, as much as to. his milita
must have been due the pretracte
offered by Khartoum
hordes of barbarism
-against it -in ‘vain.

Stewart and Powe;
the one Engtis

-

‘had kept up to  regist one:
t ! 4 other’s supposed designs. It showed that
- !1,1903-4.7 Russia spontaneously  recognized comntries had reached

two nations an-

_ both
the limit of: Asiatic con-
respect the inlepend-

England’s position in Eevpt, and England quest and would fully
spontaneously gave = assurances of avnon-ag- €nce of those Asiatic countries which they had
gressive policy in Tibet. The'idea of an agree- N0t absorbed. - It gave the best posciblo secur-
ment on questions of Asiatic policy took shape. ity for the maintenance of a stable balance’ of
‘Among the elements in e situation pointing Eu'rI(S)de " Dawer, for'it might almost be de-
to the strong desirabilite of the understanding :-Cﬂ £c.as a French ooyl fAnglo-‘Bus-
was. the moral disturbance of the balance of “28 zgree;nentr g henr o) 25 a SHEe Diofer:
power in Europe caused by Russia’s war with LOR ot only o the. smaller states-of Westérn
ey e Bl et Earone., frévm Sweden ‘te Switzerland, but also-
Japan. ~Another great facior was the awaken- those of the Balkan peninsula, for-it opened
e o Rriad of msioNalIstic ben™: the. ooy e s wilcais IO AGKY o o
ument among her peoples. The Russian peo-  respect to the unfortunate nationalitids of that
ple had always known the treasures of English region. - He earnestly hoped that the re-estab.
Ii_tgggt;}te far better thap,uthe,English_:' people  lishment of cordial relations between the two
had knewn Russian literature, and - their ad- Great Powers would lead to a great increase of
Etaglish (whom they. knew to intellectual contact: . between. _their . T :
enemies.aad not treacherous and he was convimced
in the 3 ~.growth ' would be sm\émtat ¢ Tn

of Asiat feement arose, - not from fear or share in th
calculation; hut from gnition of the mu- looked f n
tual advantages derivab Tai

t-was facilitated by building new
rth while to make -
con--

Of

the belief that it routes .to. Mongo,

also in the e




