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tEbe Colonist ZeftiT'Z.tT7 Pera°nS kn0Wing £ aUriD",thr Wh° d° "0t ^ar Exempt. The afflicted provinces embrace 
. .. . their share of the cost of maintaining over 435,000 square miles and have a

At the same time there must un- the city government to profit by it; 
doubtedly be enormous amounts

A LONG TIME AGO. ............................. .......................
BICYCLE SUITS-The Tbeosophists are about to erect a 

temple in California at a place where 
it is claimed a great structure stood in 
the days when Atlantis was a reality and 
a vanished civilisation was at its climax. 
A very determined effort is to be made 
at the same place to get into communica
tion with some of the ancient worthies, 
or failing these more modern departed 
spirits. Any old ghost will do, but the 
older the better. It is impossible to read 
about these things without a feeling of 
amusement, and yet there may be very 
much more behind them than any one 
suspects. The evidence of an extinct 

, civilization are too numerous and too 
convincing to be set aside, no matter 
how much the conclusion to which they 
point may differ from our preconceived 
ideas.

ip ofat population of about 20,000,000. Events 
follow each other in such rapid succes
sion nowadays that we can scarcely 
charge our memories with them, but 
most newspaper readers must be fairly 
familiar with the stpry of the last fam
ine, which did not cover so large an 
area or affect so many people, 
country has hardly recovered from that 
disaster when this fresh and more ter
rible one comes upon it. An unfortu
nate feature of the case is that nothing 
is being done to prevent the recurrence of 
such visitation at short intervals. Rus
sia is doing very little for its agriculture,

, , „„ . ___ although it must be conceded that not
KnMnof r * d^miond j 11,6 order-in-conncil vesting the power much can be done for a people who seem
baekZ moTthan 4L “ to issue liquor permits for the fukon -able to help themselves. In 1891 it
nack for more than 5000 years, thus I ,-n vr„ .
proving that the accumulation of prc- feL ™ T * °P? *° Z 
cions stones has been in practise for synonsU tf teIegraphl"
«» H”; tlToîï
minci r1 !heD ™,great?r °r less vie at Dawson. Prkctically this prevents 
quantities from the earth, and precious any one wishing to take liquor with him
thL mernr T 41 7 V, iS 011 into the Yukon from doing so, unless he
h.s metal and what has become of all is already resident there, for the delay

these jewels? Loss and abrasion from in obtaining a permit from Dawson 
use wdl account for a small portion of would be such that very few people not 
the whole, but it is almost infinitesimal at Dawson will go to the trouble of tak- 
m comparison to the amount annually iDg 
added to the store. Therefore while

P!
♦

Of | the same time, as long as the city has 
wealth in all parts of the old world, plenty of water, it seems absurd not to 
especially in India, where for more geo- sell the surplus to persons willing to 
erations than can be counted, potentates pay for it, for that is what the whole 
have been accumulating gold and | thing comes down to. 
precious stones.
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TheÔ0LF HOSEA DEMAND- FOR FAIR PLAT. ♦
♦
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BICYCLE CAPS, GLOVES. KNICKERS

20 Cases Jest To Hand.

Senator Macdonald yesterday brought 
up in the Senate the eliams of British 
Columbia for Cabinet representation and 
more generous treatment in the matter 
of public expenditures, predicating his 
remarks upon certain facts set out in a 
resolution of which he gave notice on 
the 12th instant. It is published in full 
in our Ottawa despatch.

We hope to be in a position in a few 
days to give Colonist readers a report 
of the Senator’s remarks upon that ex
tremely important question, to which the 
Colonist has already devoted a great 
«leal of attention.

_ An increased
There are traditions water rate, and the knowledge that they 

that beneath some of the Hindoo palaces are likely at some time to be cut off 
gold is stored in amounts that are in- from the
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Been Locati 
Victoria’s
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The

♦source of supply, is an offset 
comprehensible so far as value is con- to the advantage of using city water 
cerned. There must be a vast amount | Probably most of the 
of unused gold somewhere.

♦
♦
♦persons who are

We know affected by the arrangement have prop- 
that in King Solomon’s time it was erty interests in one kind or anothèr in 
abundant in the Judean capital, and the | the city and pay their share of taxes, 
fact of its being regarded as of great 
value there shows that it was held in
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Clothiers, It otters and Outfitter

97 JOHNSON STREET ♦
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YUKON LIQUOR PERMITS. ♦s ♦

; ■' Charles Parker, who I 
recently was a guest J 
lias given the gentlemj 
there, as well as others 
■quainted with him duj 
tantalizing puzzle to va 
over, in the shape of a] 
silver galena as the m] 
of the white metal wtj 
his eyes upon. • The spl 
Parker carried about I 
here was so rich thatj 
could be cot out of it ] 
the wondrous part of 
solemnly declared he j 
specimen in the James! 
Victoria city. Just whl 
located he declined to 
he said, taken steps td 
company, and would ml 
record his claim until j 
develop the property, as] 
everyone crowding upon] 
set. His chief fear, h| 
that the ore ran down i 
would soon work out. ] 
now returned to Caribd 
widely known as an 1 
reliable miner, not giva 
or to practical jokes. ] 
be back in Victoria in al 
time, and in the meal 
have seen his specimens 
ly prospecting every likd 
South ward—but as yet] 
no success.

* * *

James Wilkes, sécrétai 
Union of Rossland, at d 
the member of that city! 
tin, secured the passai 
tionable eight-hours’ lei 
session, is a guest at till 
may be in the city fq 
His mission to the capifl 
to be for the purpose of] 
government, to induce ] 
to carry the law into o 
the protests of the mine 
several boards of trade ] 
been heard from on tha

* * *I

M. J. Roche, of Portia 
the now defunct basebal] 
.Victoria had a team, pai] 
yesterday, returning to t] 
Kingston in the evenid 
hopeful of seeing a sa 
permanent and profitabl 
lished within the next fa 
teams will be represent 
cities of the Coast nort] 

. cisco.

was suggested that the whole soil of 
Central Russia was rapidly becoming un
fit for the regular production of crops.
Changes of this nature have occurred 
in other parts of the world, for there is 
no manner of doubt that much of North question at present because as far 
America that is now a desert was once 
fertile.

In the meantime we 
shall reserve any further comment. Special to t\ve 3radeThe principal evidence may be divid

ed under two heads, namely, tradition 
and relics. Historical record is out of

-o-
S UNDAY OBSERVANCE.

There will be much difference of 
«pinion in regard to the Sunday closing 
«rdinanee. The movement in its inception 
was not predicated upon moral grounds. 
The barbers wanted Sunday off, and as 
all i heir number would not agree to 
close, it became necessary to petition the 
•city council for an ordinance. At this 
some members of the city council, who 
favor what is called the Eastern Cana
dian Sunday, seized upon the opportu
nity to press through an ordinance clos
ing fruit stands, cigar stores and other 
Places where merchandise is sold. The 
Mayor and Alderman Hayward sought 
to defeat the proposition by a reductio 
ad absurdum and by amending the ordin
ance so as to cover all descriptions of 
•work for hire, which would have the 
effect of closing down the car lines, pre
venting trains and steamers from enter
ing or departing from the city, have 
sealed up the ticket offices, closed the 
restaurants, livery stables, bicycle shops 
and many other places which we have 
come to regard as essential to 
fort.

as is known there is a gap in the history 
of mankind not bridged by history, un
less sorte of the, as yet, undecipherable 
inscriptions of the Central American

It may be that the great plain 
of Central Russia is becoming sterilized 
and will shortly be uninhabitable.

A St. Petersburg paper says that 
scurvy, typhus and other diseases 
prevalent over the whole district and 
that the diet of the people consists of a 
thin gruel of flour and water and bread 
made chiefly from bran and chopped 
straw. In addition to the terrors of dis
ease and famine, fuel was very scarce 
and thousands were perishing from cold. 
S^pst of the peasants have sold

e\\er
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We Are
ruins may prove to be history and to re
late to a forgotten past. The weight of 
evidence points to the existence of a 
period following the extinction of the 
prehistoric civilization, when the mere 
struggle for existence was sufficient to 
occupy the whole attention of the race.
This period would correspond to the 
Ragnarok of the Norse legends and the 
Ice Age of the geologists. It is possible 
that the third, fourth, fifth and sixth | e 
chapters of Genesis may relate to it and 
the period preceding it The Atlantic «q .
legends are numerous, that is, legends jEvfcCfcVXlfcUi 
which harmonize with Plato’s account 
of that great island empire. Plato gives |_
Solon, who lived 600 years before Christ, 
as authority for the existence of Atlan
tis, and Solon was reputed to have ob
tained his information from an Egyptian 
priest. From the best information avail
able, Plato thought that Atlantis was de
stroyed about 9000 years before his time, 
or in a general way between eleven and 
twelve thousand years ago. Atlantis 
was alleged to be a continental island

Running full time every la 
ful day with an augmented 
staff of expert workmen.

one out. This restriction is not in 
we I the interests of temperance, because 

may not accept Marquis Fontenoy’s esti- there will be just as much liquor taken 
mate of some individual fortunes, con- into the country as ever. It simply in- 
cerning which he has probably

are W-

no more conveniences those people who may de- 
m orma ion an any one else, we may | sire to carry on that business. Now the 
a nu at ere are hoards of wealth farl most extreme temperance advocate will 
m excess of tbe. accumulations of our concede that as long as* the traffic in in- 
^mencan or ritish multi-millionaires, toxicating liquor is legal, one person 
, a wou come of values if all ought to have just as much liberty to 

ese treasures could be put either in engage in it as another, and that the only 
circu a ion or upon the market, is I effect of needless obstruction will be to 

YPhat, for example, encourage efforts to circumvent the law. 
would become of the diamond market W submit that the issue of permits 
i a e princes of India should deter- ought very properly have been placed in 
mine to realize upon their gems? I the hands of Collector Milne as well as

of Mr. Ogilvie. Mr. Milne possesses the 
confidence of every one and he would ex- 

New announcements of the application | erd8e authoritr in a manner satisfactory
of electricity to various purposes must t0 a1' concerned^________
always be received with caution, but the | DEVELOPMENT OF THE ISLAND, 
statement which comes from the Frank
lin Institute at Philadelphia that the 
scientific staff are engaged in investi-1 a raiIway fr°m the terminus of the E. 
gating the use of this agency in the cure & N- to tbe head of the Island will not 
of consumption and other deadly dis- be Iost sigbt of- Tbere is a disposition 
eases, as well as of rheumatism and in some Quarters to regard the move as 
kindred complaints, is likely to excite one Peculiarly in the interest of the 
interest and gives a color of probability E- & N- company, and the Times of this 
to the claims made on its behalf. What city commenting on it said that no one 
is alleged is that by exposing the patient wou,d obiect to Mr- Dunsmuir’s build- 
to very bright rays of the electric light Iing the line it he wished to. We protest 
and by passing an electric current agaiDSt thia “arrow view of the matter, 
through him, ozone is developed as well Doubt,ess tbe proposed extension would 
within and outside of the body, the re- be of value to tbe B- & N., but surely 
suit being that the action of all the or- tbis is no reason why it ought not to be 
gans is stimulated, diseased portions are I built- Tbat might be a very good 
sloughed off and the system regains its ] son wby the' owners of the E. & N.

should do their share towards making 
the project a reality, as they doubtless

Filling Letter Orders a Speci
alty,

every
thing that would bring money, and even 
if. the coming year should prove fruitful 
they have no tools with which to put in 
a crop and no seed to sow.

The only adequate remedy would 
to be the wholesale deportation of the 
people of the suffering provinces to the 
fertile lands along the route of the Si
berian railway, a task of tremendous 
magnitude. The existence of such a do
mestic problem affords the best possible 
explanation of the anxiety of the 
Czar to inaugurate an international 
agreement which 
from its enormous burden of military ex
penditure. His advisers cannot fail to 
appreciate the utter folly of permitting 
the nation to become involved in for
eign complications while famine threat
ens to precipitate revolution and untold 
disaster at home.

another story.

seem

u\ve
Catvada.

ELECTRICITY IN DISEASE.

our com-
Logically the position taken by 

the-'V gentlemen may be correct, 
unquestionably correct if it is morally 
wrong to open a barber shop or a fruit 
stand on Sunday, 
the Colonist has always taken in these 
matters is that there is no moral prin
ciple involved, but that Sunday observ
ance is a matter to be determined by 
•expediency. In this as in many bther 
matters the wishes of the majority of 
the community must be respected, and 
■if these are violated by the carrying on 
■«f any description of work on Sunday, 
it becomes the duty of the legislative 
power to deal with the subject, 
public conscience must be the guide in 
this regard, and we 
ought to be an educated 
The people of the West do not demand 
the same degree of Sunday observance 
as is insisted upon in the East. In 
of the provinces there js a statutory law 
against menial or servile work, except 
•work of necessity, being done on Sun
day, and this is variously interpreted in 
•various places. For example in some 
■cities you could not at one time hire a’ 
hack on Sunday, if you arrived at a 
railway station by train on that day. 
There are other cities where 
get access to your 
Sunday, others where

We hope the proposed construction ofIt is Where is the Niggerwill relieve Russia

The position which lying in what was at one time called the 
Sea of Darkness, and is now known as 
the Atlantic ocean. It was not far west 
of the Pillars of Hercules, or Strait of 
Gibraltar. Beyond it were other islands 
and beyond these another continent. At
lantis was said to have been an empire 
of vast power. How far westward its 
dominion extended we are not told, but it 
exercised sovereignty over all northern 
Africa as far east as Egypt. In the 
course of its policy of expansion, the 
Atlantean government came in contact 
with the Hellenes, and would have 
thrown them and made the whole Med
iterranean an Atlantean lake, they in
deed claimed it was simply a great har
bor of the ocean on which they were 
supreme, if it had not been for the valor 
of the Athenians, who made such stout 
resistance that they were able to tarn
the tables upon their foes and deprive | The verdict of the coroner’s jury in 
the Island empire of all its dominions the case of the late J. M. Kerr lays 
within the Pillars. Shortly after this stress upon 
an earthquake occurred, which destroyed the isolation hospital 
the greater part of the Athenian people ] ad times for the use of patients. A 
and completely obliterated Atlantis 
der the waters of the

Until a very recent date the world of | d*ate steps should be taken to place the 
Christendom has declined to accept le- isolation buildings in condition to be 

The Montreal Herald is receiving eon- gends of tb's nature as anything else used at short notice, which can only be 
gratulations from all parts of Canada tban fab'es> for if it was true that only used at short notice, for patients suffer- 
over the favorable culmination of the years elapsed between the Creation inS from diseases, mental or physical,
libel proceedings instituted against it by and the birth of Christ it was clearly whieh prevent them from being taken in 
the chief of police of Montreal. This «“possible for Atlantis to have existed at the Jubilee hospital. This can only 
vindication of the right of the press to a* a«* mucb loss attained national J be done by having a caretaker constantly 
discuss public affairs with the utmost greatness ten thousand years before the attendance, or at least available. If 
freedom, provided they keep truth on l-ttter event. This notion has become so the suggestion of this paper had then
their side and quite irrespective of the en^rai“ed in our minds that any account been acted upon, the probability is that
effect upon the standing of public offl- °f discoveries indicating a great an- P°or Kerr would be alive, and if not 
cials, is timely, for it has been disputetd. tlquitf for tbe human race are received we,l at least have a fair chance of get-

with incredulity even by those who have well. No one can tell when the
ong ago rejected Bishop Ussher’s ideas next occasion for such an institution will

of chronology. Bpt instead of such arise- and we urge that no time should.
ings being intrinsically improbable, be l°®t in acting upon the recommenda- 

they are intrinsically probable. No mat- tion of the jury. Whether it is best to 
ter how far we go back in history we Place the isolation hospital in the hands 
seem to get no nearer the time when the of tbe Jubilee hospital we do not know, 
race began. The fact that men were although we are inclined to think the 
iving five thousand years ago is prima idea a good one. Bat the point is that 

facie evidence that they were living ten whatever is done ought to be done 
thousand years ago, for the creation of Quickly. Dr. Fraser, city health officer, 
a new race of beings is the last possible makes some observations on the subject’ 
hypothesis which can be accepted to ac- and bis remarks will be found elsewhere 
count for anything. Nowadays every Iin this paper.

-Lhe limes mentions a funny error of well-informed person admits that the 
the London Daily Telegraph, which evidence of the 
spoke of some one as having been born man 
at the town of New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia. This illustrates how little 
all Canada is known in the Mother 
Country. A late M.P., 0f St. John, 
once received a letter from a leading 
firm of solicitors in London in regard 
to a ease then pending before the judicial 
committee of the Privy Council, which
was addressed as follows: “----------Esq.,
Q.C., St. John, New Brunswick, Canada,
United States of America.” 
strangest part of it all was that the 
address on the letter itself as well as on 
the envelope made this

In the rire Limits
■T. By-law? Why not grant permission 

build alongside the post office? The view 
in crossing James Bay bridge Is savory if 
not pleasant, and Government street would 
have full benefit of the fumes. Why slight 
Government street?

!..

MS
PASSING COMMENT. r!

The Ottawa Journal understands that 
President McKinley, if he 
British Columbia, will be allowed to do 
anything he likes to advertise the

I Our Blend Tea, 20c per pound. 
Golden Klend Tea 40c per pound. 
Snowflake Flour, 1 05 pei sack. 
Hungarian Flour. 1.20 per sack. 
Fiake Barley, 4 lbs for 25 cents

comes to
&

3 fThe prov
ince except stake out a mining claim. 
He may do that if he wants to, for there 
is no law to prevent him from driving his 
stakes upon one of the numerous out
croppings of mineral not far from the 
Victoria post office.

rea-

concede that it 
conscience. normal condition. Numerous cases are 

cited in proof of this, but it is too soon 
to draw any conclusion from them, be-1 would; but the point is that the railway 
cause experience with other remedies ia needed tor the development of the 
has shown the error of generalizing from IsIand and the advancement of Victoria, 
insufficient data. The most that can be whether the E. & N. people feel disposed 
safely said is that so conservative a body t0 tabe bo*d °t it or not. The railway 
as the Franklin Institute has thought would increase the value of the E. & 
enough of the matter to look into it. N‘ ProPerty> but if any project is pro- 
The public are predisposed to accept any P°sed that will not increase the value of 
claims that may be advanced on behalf any one’s property, the Colonist will be

over-

X Sx'

DIXI H. ROSSHmsome * * *
W. J. Harris, the S 

manager, is a guest at 
toria. He has just retur 
to Alberni and Mount I 

to the new miua.1 
been, it is understood, ;q 
arragements looking to 
the Island ores for his s

J) X

The Rossland Miner thinks that Tor
onto has ceased to be the headquarters 
of Canadian mining and that the place 
has fallen to Montreal. There is much 
wealth in both cities that could with 
advantage to its possessors be invested 
in mining. No industry means more for 
the country. In proportion to their popu
lation mining districts contribute 
to commerce and hence to the revenue 
than any others.

THE ISOLATION HOSPITAL. that it is somewhat inaccurate, but per
haps not to a sufficient extent to impair 
its value. It is a private report made by 
a private person for a private concern, 
and if the concern for which it was made 
had filed it away and nothing more had 
been said about it, no reference' to it 
would have been proper. But this has 
not been the ease. The report has been 
used for the purpose of giving a black 
eye to British Columbia generally. It 
was first made the occasion of state
ments in regard to a Victoria gentle
man, whose personality seemed evident 
enough. Mr. Rathbone has now printed 
a letter in which he says he did. not mean 
that gentleman, but some one else, but 
unfortunately the language used did not 
apply to the other at all. No matter to 
whom it referred it was utterly inde
fensible. We think it much to be re
gretted that a whole district should be 
condemned by certain English papers 
because a gentleman, with considerable 
experience in quartz minies Was not per
sonally impressed by a few hours’ pan
ning of gravel at spots selected at ran
dom on the surface of a hydraulic pro
position of some hundreds of acres.

Fortunately for the Omineca and for 
the province, the attention of others has 
been attracted to that district and the 
coming season will witness a great deal 
of activity there. The production of gold 
this year may not reach a large figure. 
Indeed the chances are all against any
thing of the kind, as much preliminary 
work has to be done, but unless the ex
pectations of the promoters of the sev
eral undertakings are disappointed, next 
year ought to see a great change in this 
respect. Omineca promises to be one of 
the best hydraulic districts on the eon 
tinent. Later when there is some ob
ject in prospecting for mineral, that is, 
when the difficulties in the matter of 
transportation have been overcome, we 
may look forward with confidence to the 
inauguration of lode mining both for gold 
and silver. The district has the great 
advantage of being one in which the con
ditions of life are not severe. There is 
a good deal of land well adapted for set
tlement.

ness

the necessity of keeping 
available atof electricity as a curative agency, be- Prepared to oppose it. The reason we 

cause it seems to be so closely identified want railways and other public works 
with the active principle of life. At the 's tbat they will increase the value of 
same time it would be a great mistake J property.
to jump at any conclusion. If carefully Vancouver Island, properly developed, 
conducted experiments confirm the alleg-1 would support a very large number of 
ed discovery, it is not too much to

. Deputy Sheriff Michae 
lington, Wash., is regist 

He left home 
escape the big snowslide 
by which a rotary plow J 
the mountain side and ti 
men killed. Another wo 
ried 800 feet down and J 
of the snow alive and y

* * * I

John Wilson, of Ashcl 
kmg of the Cariboo cou 
Oriental, having arrived! 
day night with a herd 0 
the Coast cities. Mr. 
that his cattle wintered v 
lateness of the season, w 
longer stable feeding tha 
sary.

♦ * *

E. Oannell, one of thi 
dents of Kamloops, where 
years ago he was proprie 
minion hotel, registered a 
last evening, with C. F. 
of the “Inland Capital.” 
decade Mr. Canned has 
in ranching in Yale distri 
being his first visit to the 
period.

you cannot 
post-office box on month or so ago the Colonist mentioned 

this matter, and then urged that imme-
minion.un-more ocean.you can get to 

your box but no mail is made up or dis* 
trihuted on Sunday. There are cities 
whore you can not buy a dozen oranges 
on Sunday, but you can go to a drug 
store and eat all the ice cream soda you 
"want. You cannot buy a

people and would build up at Victoria asay
that the treatment of disease will be I c*ty of much greater importance than we

have now. The resources of the Islandrevolutionized.
-o- are great and varied, and the climate in 

The : Imperial House of Commons has all parts is favorable to colonization, 
taken a hand in the church dispute by Formerly it used to be said that the 
passing a resolution against the depre-1 West Coaost was too wet for permanent 
eating the lawlessness exhibited by many settlement, but the contrary is known to 
clergymen and declaring against the ap- be the case. The West Coast may be- 
pointment or preferment of any one who come one of the finest dairy regions in 
will not agree to be governed by the America. There ia a good deal of land 
bishops and the prayer book and obey the all over the Island that is fit to be culti- 
instructions of the courts. The original vated. The several areas are not very 
resolution introduced was directly aimed large, but the quality of the soil is good, 
at members of the English Church They can be opened up for settlement by 
Union, but it was altered by consent of a railway running to the North End, 
the mover. The most important speech for the line would not follow the coast, 
was that made by Mr. Arthur Balfour, as most people suppose, but for the 
He- declared that if there was hope for greater part of its length would prac- 
the future of the established church, it tically be up the very centre. We are 
could only lie in the resolute détermina- hopeful of seeing the project take 
tion of all moderate men who are loyal | tical shape, 
to the church to unite and express their 
intention not to allow the great fabric
which was the work of generations- of, The liberality of Mr. Llewellyn W.
the frnnt;Pl0Uh ^ Z d|estroyed by Londstaff, who has placed $125,000 at the
1st h, n Xt° "Slg P0l7”f hon- disposal of the promoters of Antarctic 
est but mistaken ecclesiastical theorists, exploration, is likely to lead to 
■n hethc-r belonging to one party or the 
other. He felt deeply that while 
were disputing these matters of rela
tively small importance, there

plug of 
can cigars in any 

No public conveyances 
permitted to move on Sunday, but 
may hire as many carriages at livery 
stables

tobacco, but you 
number. are

you
-I as you can pay for.

people talk of the Eastern Canadian 
Sunday they speak of something which 
-Is at least very indefinite.''?In the West 
•we are more like Europealjs in our ob
servance of the day. Custom, which is 
little else than

When

!

The Toronto Globe wants public opin
ion in regard to the redistribution bill 
suspended until the measure is brought 
down.

■ !

I a respect for what we 
have called the public conscience, re- 

•tiuires most places of business 
-closed, but permits

That seems like a reasonable 
proposition, so far as the details of the1

to be
others to remain 

It permits of certain kinds of 
amusements which would not be consid
ered respectable in the East if indulged 
in on that day, although they 
right on other days. For example, very 
few respectable people go out gunning 
iu the East on Sunday, but many right
living people do so here* We think the 
rule to be followed in these matters is 
that nothing should be permitted which 
is offensive to

measure are concerned, but it does not 
meet the objection to the introduction of 
any measure whatever at this time. Why 
disturb the constituencies when in less 
than three years the whole question of 
representation mast come up in con
nection with the census?

i open.
ALBERNI LOOKI

Property Changing Hands 
ment Work Being

prac-
are all

j ANTARCTIC EXPLORATION.
With the opening of si 

disappearance of the snol 
perty in Alberni is now cl 
and development work 1 
apace. In fact Alberni is] 
quite a lively district. <J 
their representatives are] 
and forth and prospectors 
in, with the result that stal 
are crowded and houses iri J 
a premium.

The Lake Shore property] 
lake has been sold by Me] 
non. Jackson and Shafer | 
Williams of this city, wn 
is also negotiating for the] 
Shafer property also on A| 
and on which considerable ] 
done. T. K. Bayne is also] 
pose of his property on AJ

The Raven property on A 
one of the first Alberni | 
which work was done, is] 
bonded and will probably ] 
developed. The property I 
owned by Messrs. Law, V

Mr. Short has a force of] 
on his property at Granite] 
is said that he is about to] 
residence and a warehous] 
is to be erected on the cana] 
of Granite creek.

A contract has been 
Messrs. Poole & Young fo| 
•tunnel on the Texas-Sfl 
Ward and others. A lot 0] 
being done on Goose cr] 

*Hellier is erecting a dock 
fjiace on the canal and doi] 
Wk

I
■o-

THE OMINECA.very great antiquity of

-sis—? z -«* -in America is beyond anv n„e=t;„r S “ Omineca, the object being to
There is evidence tbat he existed in Am- so^rrepreseltations Wh^h t7°Uld 
erica before the mountains along the ed more or less

1 The basis of

the question it has ceased 
intrinsically improbable that

a new
departure in this interesting field. There 
was already about $75,000 in the fund, 
and it is thought that the British gov- 

, . was P<;r" I emment will see its way clear to sun-
haps irreparable injury being done, not plement the $200,000 now available 
only to the church, but to the whole and prepare a fully equipped expedition 
cause of religion. I to attack the unknown South by

The debate on the Address drags its | olTV^
slow length along. The government will ofThe
Shortly find themselves in a position tf1 M readers 
where they cannot claim to have control r -I-T , l there is now a Party of 
of the hose. The effect upon Public f ^ >eadAership of
opinion of this prolonged debate is very UrtE An‘arctic
much averse to the government, which the m ", I were eft tbqre dunng 
made a grievous tactical blunder at the m J “T and there their
very outset. When Sir Hibbert Tupper ' return for ^ or to get ”ews
made his speech, the proper 
the government to have taken 
have announced its intention at

the public conscience.j men after
j GREAT FORTUNES. meet

Hu- Marquis of Fontenoy writes 
New Orleans paper that American for
tunes. great though they are, fall into 
insignificance in comparison with 
of those enjoyed by noble families of 
Continental Europe and 
reigning princes of the Orient. He 
«peaks of one Russian nobleman who 
tiied not long ago, leaving $500,000,000 
m money, besides estates, consisting 
largely of gold mines, of incalculable 

of a late Austrian grand duke, 
who owned a large share of every great 
industry in the empire and whose mines 
were of incalculable value; of Indian 
princes at whose wealth not even a guess 
•can be made, since most of it is in hid
ing. Very much of this 
ma tion must

currency in England, 
was the report of Mr. 

t-. f . Rathbone, who made a short visit 
to appear to the country last year in the interest

empire may have once existed wh“ llol7tTZj° ”
Atlantic is the widest, and that as Hum- Rathbone’s ™ " preseated- Mr-
bolt suggests, the Madeira Isles and the menti whtihXn 71? °, t^>Se docu"
Azores may be the summits of the moun* little more than" ? ^ ’ 
tain ranges of Atlantis.

So to get back to our Theosophist 
friends and their quest for prehistoric 
ghosts, there is nothing at all improbable 
in their suggestion that a long while ago 
a sphere of civilization extended from 
India to California by way of Atlantis.
Whether they will be able to persuade 
the immortal part of some dead Atlan
tean king or philosopher to revisit these 
glimpses of the moon and tell how things 
used to be done when the world 
good deal younger than it now is, and 
whether anybody not in the inner Theo- 
sophic circle would believe him if he 
came, is another story.

to a

way
some

some of the
The

amount to 
a confession of ignor- 

He does not say that the Omi-
; ance.

nea country is no good, but simply that 
he feels unable to recommend it. The 
Colonist has no desire to be understood 
as reflecting upon Mr. Rathbone’s abil- 
lty to pronounce upon mining properties, 
but simply wishes to say that his report 
throws no more light upon the actual 
conditions existing at Omineca than 
could have been ascertained by his 
clients by a letter addressed to any 
newspaper in British Columbia. It is of 

always safe to recommend clients 
not to do a thing, and any one by turn
ing down propositions submitted to his 
judgment may gain a reputation for be
ing an extremely careful 
quite prepared to admit that Mr. Rath- 
bone’s report fully justifies his recom
mendation. He would, have been culp
able in the extreme if, on the strength 
of such knowledge as he acquired, he 
had recommended his clients to invest 
a dollar. Nor have we any right to find 
fault with the report, except on the

atrocious
blunder. Examples of this kind can be 
multiplied, and yet some people think it 
unnecessary to advertise the Canadian 
provinces in London.

value;

of them about the close of the 
course for|interest in the Antarctic 
— was to

The Globe endorses Senator Macdon
ald's demand for fair play for British 
Columbia. We hope to be able to record 
that every paper in the province will do 
the same, 
local matter, 
terested in it than any other place in the 
province. Possibly it is directly inter
ested to a less extent than any other 
locality of similar population. Indirectly 
it has everything to gain from whatever 
developes the province.

The Times prints Senator Macdonald’s ** 
figures showing the excessive con tribu 
tions of British Columbia to the federal 
revenue. > Now will it join the Colonist 
in a demand that justice shall be done 
the province? It declined to do so when 
the Colonist urged the Turner govern
ment to make a strong plea for better 
treatment, and expressly said it hoped 
the government would fail; but perhaps 
it has grown wiser.

year.
continent in-

creases rapidly. It is a vast region, and
appoint a commission to whiTthe ™ ^ * 7 WaUed in with ice aad 
„ , ™e| contains several active volcanoes nmo.Speaker or any one else could have tically nothing is known about it’. Vhe 
made specific charges. Instead of that unexplored area is larger than the whole 
Mr. Sifton attempted a reply and sought | of Banada- 
to alter what was simply a question of 
administration to one of personal hon
esty. It is too late now for the govern- A very large area in Russia is suffering 
ment to take the course suggested with- from a failure in crops which the Lon- 
out a loss of prestige which will be little don Times describes as the worst within 
short of fatal. ?ba memory of men, which means that

it is worse even than the terrible visita
tion of 1891-92. The famine stricken area 
begins at the Ural mountains in latitude 
60 and extends westward and southerly 
on both sides of the Volga as far as 
the 50th parallel, the province of Penza 
being the only one in the district that is

Messrs. Mackenzie & Mann are asking 
parliament for authority to build a rail
way from some point on the Stikine to 
Teslin Lake and thence to Dawson; also 
to build from the Stikine to 
port in British Columbia and a branch 
from Fort Selkirk to Lynn Canal. Some 
difficulty seems to have arisen by reason 
of the failure of the applicants to pro
duce proof of an advertisement of the 
application in Dawson, 
happens to know that the 
were looking for copies of a Dawson 
paper containing their advertisement, for 
they applied to it for the same. Prob
ably the omission is another

This is. not a political nor a 
Victoria is no more insert of infor-

be received with 
grains of allowance, for unless

many
- wealth
IS hidden, as in the Orient, and in India 
in particular, there must be some evi
dence of it somewhere. If, for example, 
a Russian nobleman left $500,000,000 in 
coin, it must have been in some one’s 
custody, and its existence would form an
r°rtr(Vad07,ini>the financial °pera" Aa interesting question arose at the 
tions of the world. Presumably it would City Council on Monday night as to

74;t;san; ,M?0hlrighed UPWar^ the propriety °f permitting pereons 
, tODa’ and « hardly seems neces- ing ont of the city to have the 

sary to say that this vast weight of the city water 
lirecious metal could not be kept

an ocean was aFAMINE IN RUSSIA.
course

on his claims.
A fine ledge, the ore from 

group, owned by Mess 
well, has been struck on t 
Mineral Hill, which is own 
Moir, Haveloque and Wat 
Debean has also opened a 
lena quartz on his proper 
Hill.
_ Work has been commenc 
lal tramway leading froi 
mine to the Canal and il 
viol. Hayes will shortly s 
the Handsome property si 
the Canal.

I

We areThe Colonist man.Recruiting for the army is very slow 
in Great Britain, 
thing that when there is no fighting to 
do, very few of the British stock 
to join the army, but let word go out that 
lively times are at hand and there is no 
lack of men to take the Queen’s Shil
ling.

promoters It is a remarkable

resid- 
use of

There is something in 
what Alderman Humphrey said about

want

proof of
the beauties of Mr. Mulock’s postal ar- 
rangements.
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