H. M. 8. “Amphion” Goes Tnto

Commission to Replace the ** Sat<s
ellite”” on This Station. -

The Second l,oio ,_ln"thé Improve-
\ment Plan—The * Hope” Is
-, Stranded.

The second ‘move in the well consid-
ered plan for increasing the efficiency of
Her Majesty’s -North Pacific squadron,
as outlined in the CoLonisT several weeks
ago, i§ the commissioning of the well re-
membered Amphion to replace the|
Satellite in Admiral Pallisser’s fleet.
The returning favorite is mno lor in

d ‘of Captain E. Grey Hulfon,
but ‘his successor is by no means a
stranger . to the station, being mno
other than :Captain Frank Finnes,
who 'was last here in H. ‘M.
8. - Royal ur.” His officers
also include a number of - old
iriends—Lieutenants TLeake, Browell,
Hawke, Wintour, Hamilton and Jones;
Sub-Lieutenant Crawford; Paymaster
Braddon; Assistant Paymaster Lyas,
and Dr. Scerecker, the latter of whom
was also on the Royal Arthur recently.
The ship herself is especially well re-
membered, for the joviality of her for-
mer commander and company, her light
desertion list and the exceptional neat-
ness of her every appointment; as
well as for her adventure in the’
fog while proceeding to Vancouver with
Lord Stanley, the governor-general of
Canada, and the members. of the vice-
regal party. There is a souvenir of this
adventure in the provincial museum to-
day—a piece of bent and twisted bilge-
keel, compressed in folds like those of a
great concertina—while the story of how
the injured warship, having received
what seemed a mortal blow, turned and
ran for Esquimalt dock, and made if
safely, is a tale that is told wherever the
pluck and ' nerve of the typical Briton
afloat is known and admired. The task
of repairing the Amphion after this
memorable acciderit was the largest un-
dertaking of the kind ever attempted on
the Coast, and in testimony to the good
work of the Albion Iron Works'people
she is to-day one of the best ships of her
class in the,navy. As showing how
much superior she is .in every way to
- she vessel she replaces, the following
summarized comparison is interesting:
Amphion., Satellite.
Twin screw cruisér Screw cruiser of the
of the second class; thirdclass; 1,420 tons
4300 tons and 5,90 spd 960 1. HP.

The new comer is to complete her com-
missioning at Portsmouth next Thurs-
days and sail beforethe end of the month
for Esquimalt. There is considerable
movement at the navalsuburb just now,
and departures and preparations for
departure are the .order of the
day. The Pheasant sails on Satur-
day for Acapulco, intending to
absent for three ‘months or more in

-southern waters; the flagship leaves the
same day on .a cruise to Comox and
other points on the East coast; and the
Tearus is taking on stores preparatory
for a move te sea, with what objective
point no one as yet seems acquainted.

TO SEARCH FOR BUSINESS.

The Puget Sound Tugboat Company is
having installed on' the tug. Tyee -an
electric light plant with sufficient capac-
ity for 50 lights on the basis of 16-candle

wer each.  The company is also hav-
ing built a special searchlight of 3,000

. candle power,. The machine is of the
design and make of the Northwest Fix-
ture Company, and is so mounted that
when placed in position it will cover
about two-thirds of the compass, thus
casting its ray almost around the tug,with
the exception of the stern quarter, which
is estimated taking in about a third of
the circle. This machine is capable of
throwing its rays forward, port or star-
board, a distance of three miles, that
objects may be distingnished and the
rig of vessels, whether bark, ship or
schooner, can be plainly discerned at a
distance of one and a half miles. If the
search light on this tug works satisfac-
torily it is believed that all the tugs of
the company will .be provided with
gimilar lights.

| a good show to a well-
at Saanichton last eve #

THE amateur minstrel contingent gave
sed audience

Tax next examinations of the British
Columbia Medjcal Council are to be held
in this city on the 12th instant. -

Nexr Tuesday : evening the - lnnlial

.{ Morris tube competitions in No. t Com- |
my will be ins Ennﬁgld and all mem-
‘bers are requ

d to be preseut in order
that the various classes may be made as

complete as possible. .

terian Sunday school enjoyed their an-
nual reunion last evening, a well-laden
Ohristmas tree, with an incidental musi

cal ‘and li Ppro me, being pr
T BT e

Tae calling and remanding of -the
charges preferred lﬁ JoA

against Capt. A. E.

weekly formality in the city police court.
Olerk Page went through the ceremony
yesterday for the 22nd time, -

;Tae Thompson River Hydraulic Min-
ing Co. will- present a consolidation - bill
doriog the session of the local house
opening on the 8th proximo, :The Lil.
ooet, Fraser River and Cariboo Gold
Fields, Ltd., will also seek amendments
to their act of last year.

PRroGRESSIVE whist parties were num-
erous and well contested last Wednes-
day evening, that in the J. B. A. A,
series being won by Mr. E. Brown of
the post office staff, with 8 out of 11
games to his credit. Mr. E. M. Haynes
gev%rsed the score, winning 2 and los-
ing 9.

A sprcrarL meeting of - the executive
committee of the Victoria Liberal-Con-
servative Association is called for Mon-
day evening at 8 o’clock. The meeting
will be held at the Conservative Club,
corner of Fort and Broad streets, and
business of considerable importance is
to be dealt with.

TeE Bebring Sea Claims Commission
sitting yesterday was taken up in the

various vesséls for which claims are
made. Among the witnesses were 8. M.
8mith, who viilued the Grace at $10,000,
without machinery; and Andrew Gray,
who gave the cost of putting the ma-
chinery into the Anna Beck, Grace and
Dolphin. The commission will hold an
all day session to-morrow.

the provincial government to make an
exploratory survey of the country be-

and his sons have announced their in-

of railway. This projected road is de-

signed to give

trade of that section in the direction of
Victoria.

MEe. J. WiLL Lysons and a number of

of securing the right to try their success

ing gold from-black beach sand. Former

is satisfied that his apparatus will re-
cover even flour gold. 1t isexpected
that the southwest coast. of this island
will be the scene of the experimental op-
erations.

tiffs at the above mentioned sum.

Tas children of St Pauls Presby. |2ceneof the Allan rob

.~ Lawrence | °ured
cCallum is now a’

tween the Stickeen river and -Teslin |dancing continued
lake—through which piece of country he | Vigor to the

tention of building and operating a line | being thus

irect communication | tbe dance was ¢ X A
with the Yukon goldfields, diverting the | Draut, Mre. and Miss Whitelaw, Miss

inventions of this order have for the| , Any gentler
‘most part been failures, but Mr. Lysons | Progranme will be fined 5 cents.

Mk, JusTicE WALKEM yesterday gave le
judgment in the case of Koksilah Quarry | the’large dining hall at the Orphans’
Co. v. Queen, awarding to the plaintiff’s | Home yesterday when venerable Bishop
$12,412.90.. The action arose out of a |Cridge briefly introduced the Christmas
contract made for the supply by the |entertainment. . gl e
plaintiffs of stone for the new govern-|dark dresses and daintily made white
ment buildings. “The government, how- | aprons, the gift and handiwork of the
ever, claiming that the stone was defec- | pupils and teacher of the first divi-
tive, refused to accept delivery and to|sion of the ' Girls’
carry out the contract. The courts esti- | Two

mated the damages suffered by the plain- | laden

Dox~ations during December are thank-
fully acknowlédged by the Superintend-
ent of the Old Men’s Home, as follows:
Mrs, L. J. Quagliotti, papers; Mrs. G.
Winter, papers; Mr. Shotbolt, papers;
Mr. Trounce, ‘reading matters; Mrs.

- Tax police paid a New Year’s call at
'On Hing’s place of business, No. 11
Store street, last evening. A game of
{an tan was in progress at the time, and
was being closely watched by a gather-
ing of nearly a dozen white youths.
Desirous of renewing acquaintances, the
E)lice will extend & number of formal
vitations to the participants of the
game tonttend .an -early sitting of the
police court, ’ : ¢

Tae busy but unidentifiéd burglar ap-
to enjoy life very comfortably over
in'James Bay ward. Wednesday night
he visited the home of Mr, Walker, on
‘Oswego street—about 150 yards from the
¢ bery on Rendall

street. In the last reported case the
family were enjoying the Drill ball con-
«cert, and returning at 10:30 found the
house brilliantly lighted and thoroughly
overhduled, the persuasion of an axe
having been exerted upon several arti-
ticles of furniture. . Small booty was se-

_81x hundred and twenty-five sacks, or
40 tons, of ore from the Van Anda mine,
Texada island, arrived here on the
steamer Maude yesterday afternoon.
The shipment, which is probably the
largest that has yet come this way, is in
transit to Eveérett, and will be reloaded
by the steamer ‘Rosalie this morning.
- Mr. Blewitt, the superintendent at’the
mine, left onthe Oity of Kingston ‘last
evening-with the intention 6f seéing the
ore put through the smelteér. ' A second
shipment from the Van Anda is ex-
pected to_arrive in about a fortnight,
and in this lot there will be 100 tons.

THE last incorporated companies of
1896, additional to those included in the
loag list published elsewhere in this is-
sue, represent a capitalization of $11,-
500,000, being, for the week, ending
yesterday, as follows:

British Gold M. Co., of Vancouver, $1,000,000.
Bald Mtn. M. & D. Co., Golden; $2,530.000.
Black Prince M & M. Co., Rossiand ; $1,000,000,
Copﬂer Mountain, Mines, Vancouver; $500,000,
Lucky George M. Co:;, Sandon; $1,000.000.
Observation Mtn. G. M. Co.. Gradd Forks; $1,-

000,008,

Rossland-Eastern G. M. Co., Rossland; $1,000,-
Red Mtn. Ida May G. M. Co., Rossland; $L,-
Trail Ck. Hidden Treasure G. M. Co., Ross-

hearing of evidence as to the values of | 12nd; $1,000,000

Vancouyer Gold Fields, Vancouver; $500,000.
Washington Mining Co, 8pokane; $1,000,000.

It was with a spirit of complete re-
signation that the young ladies of Hope
lodge, Degree of Honor, relinquished all
claim on Leap Year at the farewell ball
in A.0.U.W. hall last evening.,The
farewell took place as the hour of mid-

A pETITION i8 being circulated for sign- | Right was being emphatically announced
ature by Mr. Alexander Begg, asking |throughout the city,

and while the
ladies sought sweet seclusion the young
men assumed charge of the floor and
‘with  renewed
music of the Fifth
Regiment. orchestra, the new year
pleasantly inaugurated.
The general committee in charge of
composed of Miss

Hamph, Mrs. Winn, Mrs. Abel, Mrs.
and Miss Smith, Mrs. Cavin and Mrs.
Davis: A magnificent supper was pro-
vided for the occasion, and some very

associates from Port Townsend are visit- | Strick_ regulations governed the event,
ing Victoria at present for the purpose three of them being as follows:

Any gentleman seen crossing the floor

with a newly inyented machine- for sav- n%@ndeé by a lady will be fined 10

gentleman asking a lady for a

" Ladles will please not leave their part-
ners standing on the floor alone.

Taere were fifty-seven—for one had
sprained an ankle and was crying with
disappointment in bed—hapry and ex-

t little ones on the platform in

The girls all wore new

Central school.
mammoth  Christmas trees

with ~ children’s delights,
flanked either side of the platform, while
close to it wae an: array.of presents to
the Matron, the teachers of the Sunday
school, and the assistants. in the home.
Leut.-Col. Gregory made a most efficient
and humorous Santa Claus, and there
were a large number of other visitors,in-
cluding Right Rev. Bishop Perrin, Rev.
W. L. Clay, Rev. Dr. Wilson, Rev. Dr.

While Suffering From Mental Mal-
ady, John W, @riffith Ends
His Own' Life.

A Letter Left Behind Shows That
His Mind Had Become Tem-
porarily Unhinged.

Hardly had the news of the shooting

the city yesterday morping than people
were shocked to have the additional

found dead in ‘bed with a bullet hole
through his head. It was a clear case
of suicide, a letter beside the body show-
ing plainly -that the unfortunatp man

John W. Griffith, who was well known
in Victoria where he had formerly re-
sided, came down from the West Coast
on the last trip of the Tees, and on Sun-

day mmwred at thle' Occidental hotel.
He given some evidence before the
sealing commission on Wednesday fore-
noon and did" not at all look like a man
who'contemplated suicide. In fact that
same - afterfioon he made a ‘busi-
ness engagement for yesterday, and
at 5 oelock met a friend at

streets, and spoke of going back to the
West Coast on Saturday. -He had been,
it may be mentioned, engaged in pros-
pecting for some time past.

At a few minutes before 10 o’clock yes-
terday morning the Chinaman wemt up
stairs to clean up Mr, Griffith’s room
and soon came running downstairs, say-
ing there was something wrong. Mr.
Porter, the proprietor, investigated and
discovered Gritfiths, fully dressed, lying
dead on the bed, a 38 calibre six-shooter
on the floor near him and a bullet hole
inhis head. The unfortunate man had
placed the weapon just behind his right
ear, the bullet ranging upwards and
causing instant death.

A letter addressed to his wife at Port
Townsend was found on the table, the
disjointed sentences of which, written
on some pages torn from 8 small mem-
orandum book, seemed to indicate thgt
the poor fellow’s mind was in a very un-
healthy condition. It was dated 3:30
p.m., December 30, and in it Griffith
stated that he had been insane for some
time and did not know it. He had had
it shown to him, he said, that he was
about to die and by what means, and
further in the midst of a rambling lot of
sentences he stated that he intended to
commit suicide. The police took charge
of the body and had it removed to the
morgue, the inquest being set for 10
o’clock this morning.

Mr, Griffith was born in Manchester,
England, but when a child his people
removed to Indiana, and at the age of 17
he came to British Columbia.

He lived in Victoria for many years,
being at one time bookkeeper for Mr. L.
Goodacre, and also engaged at the Al-
bion Iron Works. A few years ago he
went to Port Townsend, but was unfor-
tunate in business, and lately was en-
gaged in prospecting for several Victoria,
buginess men at Alberni and other “dis-’
tricte.on the West Coast. He leaves-a
large*family, his' wife living with the
children at Port Townsend.

Mr. Griffith’s room being somewhat
removed from the other bedrooms in the
hotel, no one -seems to- have heard the
fatal shot fired, though one lady had an
indefinite idea that she heard a noise
like that of a shot about eight o’clock-en
Wednesday evening.
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THE ‘‘ HOPE ’’ ASHORE. John Partridge, cake and clothing; Lt.-| Rejq * President Hayward, Dr. Milne,

]
. . . | Gov. and Mrs. - Dewdney, two turkeys|j, Huteh d oth d b
The tug Hope, “while fowing a barge and ong D : . ames Hutcheson and others, and many
s goose .- K. Chungranes, one
on which was the lamber for the new |4, poo. My, Templeman, one turkey; ladies. - The entire affair was under

i s 2 > the charge of the lady president and
:):rlgg; al?:ut %::kgizlot;netn : ssl;ga%ay;e:t Mr. Parker, side 01: l"m,:g Mrs. g“"‘h“.g' ladies’ committee of the home, who
the mouth of Sooke river. She will no ton1‘md Ald. Tiar B’ht'f)k 00 ﬁn gV 18" | made everybody welcome, and at-the

. doubt fidat off safely with this morning’s key ; Mrs. Ewen, whis Y ; M"S' Th‘”" conclusion of the programme invited the
tide, which will be the highest of the | 2ol Mrs. Fatton, apples; Mre. Thoe.|assembled guests to inspect the entire
year. It was when the tide was at the | Lenderson, box o laares, and ALr8. E-|building and afterward entertained
half ebb_that the steamer and her tow | ** Helmcken, apples. tll:emk w1{th hteill ;:nd cake.teTg:d c:;di;l

a i rehension for| . thanks of the ladies are exten the
’fﬁgus';?f%’ :fngitﬂgr ?;Z?Lp,ezggd?fllon- ‘~1089”.w‘}’ the number of coupc_mg kind friends who so generously con-
sequence. N ‘turned in in Jamieson’s contest, which|¢riluted to make the little ones happy.
g closed last evening. The winners are:

Geo. Jaques, Fort street, who wins the| ARrrANGEMENTS are being made by the
It was 4 o’clock yesterday morning |first prize, of $50 cash with an estimate | Imperial Institute, London, for the de-
when the Islander got in from Vancou- | of 1,087; W. Treacys, of H.M.8. Imper- | iivery during the ensuing winter season
ver. She had waited near Plumper’s|ieuse, second with 1,086, wins twenty |of courses of public, free, popular lec-
Pass until Tuesday’s gale had spent|dollars worth of ‘goods; Mrs. Walter |tures on the Colonies, adapted more
itself, and by the time Victoria was|Burton, third, with 1,093 wins fifteen | particularly to the working classes.
reached comparatively good weather was | dollars worth of goods; and Miss F. g‘hese lectures.are distinct from the or-
encountered. Two hours later she sailed | Scott, of 51% Government street and |dinary series provided for Fellows and
for Vancouver and was back again at|Mrs. J. Allen of Victoria West divide the | their riends, and will be descriptive of
8:30 in the evening. She brought the|fourth and fifth prizes, aggregating fif- | the colonies, and especially of those to
new propeller for the Charmer, which | teen dollars worth of goods with esti- | which emigration seems desirable. They
that vessel is now waiting in idleness | matdsof 1,078 and 1,100 respectively. will be delivered by lecturers who have
or. TR intimate personal knowledge of particu-

The majority of E. B. Marvin & Com-| TaE concert held last night under the | lar colonies, and will afford information
pany’s séalililg fleet cleared gesterday imi g\upi:es of the BSir Wl']; um.i VfVallace sg u]) the climate, rionditions gf 1"llifei cost
the sprin, unting, intending to gail { Society was a success, not only from a|of living, rates of wages, hatural re-
with thegﬁrst favorable wind. = The|numerical point of view, but from ‘the | sources and requirements of each col- If your Grocer does not keep these in
Triumph igagain commanded by Captain | musical standpoint as well, Mr. Row-|ony, Indicating where openings exist for stock, write direct to the Mill,
Clarence Cox, and the Sapphire by his|lands fully ' maintaining his reputation | extent'ed colonization and immigration. 125-d&sw
brother Captain Will. Captain Harris|for providing entertainment. All the | These llectures will,it is hoped, alsoserve ;

es out in the E. B. Marvin, and |numbers on the programme were rend-|to make the general public acquainted PRESH SUPPLY OF

ptain Nelson commands the Borealis. | ered in exccllent style and effect. Mrs. | with the prominent features of the chief A

The following passengers for this city | McGraw sang those two entensely |colonies\ of the British Empire. The
are on board the steamer City of Puebla, | pathetic Scottish songs, * The Flowers agents-gin:ral for the principal colonies
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due to arrive from S8an Francisco to-day : | of the Forest,”” and ** Auld Robin Gray,” | are giving aective assistance in the ar-
F. W. Burpee, Miss Rose Elwood, Miss | with feeling that went to the hearts of | rangements for these lectures, and the
Welcke, Miss H. ‘Welcke, A. G. Addison [the Scottish audience. Mrs. Rowlands | first course will comprise four illustrated
and wife, Miss E. E. Corlett, Mrs. H. | fully sustained her character as an ex-|lectures on the Dominion of Canada.
Mac Jonald, J. G. Reinhard, E. B. Brown | ponent of Scottish song; Miss Blackie’s | ‘ Canada, and Its Agricultural Import-
and E. Frank. rendering . .of' the Scottish selection | ance to the {[Empire,”” is treated of by

After a thorough overhauling on thejon the violin was 'much appre-|Mr. Ernest ood, Canadian govern-
Esquimalt marine railway, the tng Lorne | ciated, and certainly well executed ; Miss | ment agent §for the Midland counties,
re-entered service yesterday, her first|May Wolff sang nicely * Coming Thro’ | late memberof the Manitoba legislature;
duty being to take the ship Province up{the Rye’’; and the quartette, “ Annie | The Provindg.of Ontario,” a sketch of

to the Terminal Oity to-day and after-|Laurie,””. was a great success. Mr.|its history, agriculture and varied re- - 3
g v LA given by Mr. Peter T. N- H—lbben & CO. .

wards tow the coal-laden Samaria to sea. | Keith also sang excellently ‘‘ Mary of | sources, will g

Chilian ship Hindoostan is ready to|Argyle.”” Nor must omission be made{Byrne, Ontario government agent for the | = e -

sail for Iquiqui, Chili, with a $11,985)|0f Mr. Wm. Anderson’s Highland fling | United Kingdom ; ** Farminga PAINT YOUR BUGGY EOR $1.00

cargo from the Hastings mill. It con-|dancing, and * The Reel o’ Tulloch by |ing in the Great Northwest’’ is the topic :

tains 100,000 laths, 120,216 feet of floor- | Messrs. Munro, Anderson, Jameson and | of an address by |Sydney G. P. Coryn, of

ing and 1,098,740 feet of rough lumber. | Russell, both of which were much’ en-|the Canadian Pa¢ific railway; * British J. W. MELLOR

. The O.P.R. steamship Empress of |joyed, Mr. Peter McDonald, our excel- |Columbia, Its Natural Resources, Pro-| .. . ... Wall Paper, Plate A 1ARGE and mer

i 1pany with | gressand Enterp: ises,”” will be discussed | Giags. 'Fprt’st.,above m’mgmi VICTORIA. the old year ont and

several selections of great merit, and the | by Mr. Edward Qdlum, M.A., B.8c. se10-1y the Mount Baker ho

China reached Hongkong at 9 o’clock | lent piper, entertained the com
1utorgay morning.
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