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WHERE DID YOU GET

Is a question you won’t 
feel ashamed to answer

The Best English
HAT Made,

Sold to ST. JOHN’S BEST DRESSERS 
tfor 25 YEARS.

Some reputation, eh !

The Price,
SOLE AGENTS

is moderate

| KEARNEY
I St John’s leading Hatters & Haberdashers 
I PHONE 726. P. 0.’BOX 701.
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War News.
Messages Received 

Previous to 9 A. M.
BRITISH OFFICIAL.

LONDON, June 8.
The position captured by us yes

terday _ was one ot the enemy's most 
important strongholds on the West

mines, the violence and accuracy of 
our bombardment, the very fine work 
of the Royal Flying Corps and the 
dash and courage of the infantry. 
The whole force acted In perfect com
bination. Excellent work was done 
by the tanks and every means of of
fence at our disposal was made use 
of, so that every arm of the service 
had a share in the victory. We cap
tured a German post last night north 
of Harricour Wopd and took a few 
prisoners. A hostile raiding party 
was repulsed southwest of LaBassee.

THE IRISH TROOPS.
„ , . British Headquarters in France
front dominating as it did the Ypres June 8 fin nil =ia„ , ,... . , . , . , Jtme s-—On all sides was heard greatsalient and giving complete observa :
tion over it. He neglected no pre
caution to render the position to- j the very centre of Messines ridge to 
pregnable. These conditions enabled ! the farthest

A “ Particularly ”
Cigarette

praise of the Irish troops who parti- 
j cipated in the victorious sweep over

the enemy to overlook all of our pre
parations for the attack and he had 
moved up reinforcements to meet us. 
The battle, therefore, has become a 
gauge of the ability of the' German 
troops to stop our advance under 
conditions as favorable to them as an 
army can ever hope for, with every 
advantage of ground and preparation 
and with the knowledge that an at
tack was impending. The German 
forward defences consisted of an 
elabtyate intricate system of well 
wired trenches and strong points 
forming a defensive belt over a mile 
in depth. Numerous farms and 
woods were thoroughly prepared for 
the defence. There were large num
bers of machine guns and the German 
garrisons with guns of all calibres 
recently increased, and numbers were 
placed to bear not only on the front 
but on the flanks of the attack. 
Numerous communicating trenches 
and switch lines radiating in all di
rections were amply provided with 
strongly constructed concrete dug- 
outs and machine gun emplacements 
designed to protect the enemy garri
son and machine gunners from the 
effect of our bombardment. In short 
no precaution was omitted that could 
be provided by incessant labor of 
years guided by experience gained by 
the enemy in his previous defeats on 
the Somme and Arras and Vimy 
Ridge. Despite the difficulties and 
disadvantages which our troops had 
to overcome, further di'Is of yester
day's fighting show that our first as
sault and subsequent attacks were 
carried out almost in accordance with 
the time table previously arranged. 
At 3.10 a.m. nineteen deep mines were 
exploded simultaneously beneath the 
enemy’s defences by which a large 
portion of both his front and support 
trenches, including extensive dug out 
and mining systems were completely 
wrecked. Immediately upon the ex
plosion of the mines our guns opened 
and our infantry assault w'as launch
ed. Within a few minutes the ene
my’s first line system was carried on 
the whole front attacked. Our troops 
then pressed on with scarcely a pause 
up the western slopes of the Messines- 
Wytschaete ridge. Three hours after 
the commencement of the attack they 
had stormed the entire crest line 
from south to north. Shortly after
wards the whole of Messines was 
captured and before midday the cap
ture of Wyschaete village had been 
completed after hard fighting. In the 
second stage of the attack our troops 
pushed down the eastern slopes of 
the ridge and advanced against the 
powerful line of German rear defen
ces which lay like a chord arc across 
the base of the salient formed by the 
ridge itself. Heavy fighting took 
place in a further series of woods 
and strong points, but at 3.45 p.m. 
the village of Oost Taverne, lying 
just west of the centre of the line was 
captured. By nightfall ' practically 
the whole of this trench system was 
also in our hands, and we had main
tained the whole day’s objectives. 
The great number of German dead 
lying in the captured positions prov
ed the severity of the enemy’s losses, 
a large proportion of which were 
again borne by the Bavarians. Our 
own losses were light. The enemy 
made no attempt during the night to 
recover the lost ground. Following 
the great care and thoroughness of 
the preparations made under the or
ders of General Plumer, the complete 
success gained may be ascribed chief
ly to the -destruction caused by our

objective line beyond. 
Troops from the soutli of Ireland 
fought alongside organizations from 
Ulster. There was considerable riv
alry among the Irish forces as to 
which would make a better showing. 
When the fighting came there was 
nothing to choose between them. The 
Irishmen swept forward irresistibly 
and everywhere the German lines fell 
away broken by their assaults. They 
fought gallantly and the only difficul
ty experienced was in holding them 
back to the fixed schedule. On the 
position map at the British headquar
ters office, the south Irishmen were 
represented by green flags and the 
Ulstermen by orange, and they fly 
side by side. The German forces hold
ing the ridge and the salient sur
rounding it seemed to be utterly de
moralized by the force of the British 
attack. They attempted three coun
ter attacks late yesterday, but there 
was no power in any of them. The 
heaviest was absolutely broken up 
by the British artillery barrage be
fore reaching the infantry lines. The 
other two counter attacks were at
tempted by disorganized German in
fantry without artillery preparation 
or any support whatever. Very heavy 
losses were inflicted on the Germans 
and in consequence only a few who 
went into these attacks came out un
scathed. For absolute precision of 
action and completeness of success 
yesterday’s battle of Messines Ridge 
will always stand out boldly in the 
history of the world war. All that 
it was hoped to accomplish had been 
arranged like a railway schedule. The 
British troops were told they were 
expected to reach certain definite ob
jectives at certain times and to hold 
on. This they did. The whole ma
chinery of this big undertaking work
ed so smoothly that- there is little left 
to tell of it. All the ground gained 
has been held after a quiet night dur- i 
ing which the British soldiers dug 
themselves in, further east

GEM MAGNUMS
20 cents for 10 
and four coupons
Have You Tried Them?
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AMERICAN DESTROYERS.

PARIS, June 8.
One additional American flotilla of 

destroyers and patrol boats to co
operate with French forces in the 
English Channel and Atlantic are 
expected shortly.

OSTEND CRIPPLED.
LONDON, June 8.

A series of photographic plates of 
the bombardment of Ostend, which 
have arrived in London, afford a re
markable example of development of 
photographic observation and record 
by aeroplanes. They show in unde
niable fashion that the British bojn- 
bardment of Ostend last Tuesday was 
the most successful of its kind yet 
accomplished,, ensuring that Ostend 
will be crippled as a useful German 
base for weeks, if not permanently.

SHIPBUILDING SLANT. „
OTTAWA, June 8. 

Among the notices of incorporation 
in this week’s Gazette is that of the 
Halifax Shipbuilding Company with 
a capital of three million dollars.

tivity of the artillery has been more 
marked for several days. Artillery 
fighting has been revived on the 
Aisne-Marne Canal.

Army Group Duke Albrecht: In 
I the Vosges reconnoilering detach

ments of French troops, advancing 
after violent waves of fire, were re
pulsed. Many aerial engagements 
occurred, principally on the Flanders 
front. Twelve airplanes were brought 
down, three enemy machines were 
brought down by anti-aircraft guns.

Eastern Theatre: General situa
tion is unchanged.

WILL BE GIVEN PASSPORTS. 
LONDON. June 8.

Via Reuter’s Ottawa Agency.—The 
conditions under which representa
tives of the British Independent La
bor Party arc to be allowed to visit 
Petrograd were explained in the 
Commons to-day by Lord Robert Ce
cil, Minister of Blockade. Lord Rob
ert stated that the War Cabinet, after 
very careful consideration, had de
cided it was desirable to issue passe
ports to Messrs. Ramsay MacDonald 
and Mowatt to go to Petrograd, if 
they applied for them, because the 
Russian Government had strongly 
and repeatedly expressed a desire that 
representatives of the minority as
well as the majority working class 

of the i opinion should be allowed to visit Fe
line they were told to take. This is trograd. They expressly mentioned 
known as the Oost Taverne line the Independent Labor Party as one 
which runs directly north and south, th® bodies which they desired to 
just east of the little Belgian village hnve that opportunity. The war cab- 
of that name. The so-called Wyts- ’net were advised, he said, by those 
chaete salient which followed the qualified to express an opinion, in- 
Messines Ridge and projected into i eluding Messrs. Henderson and Bu
ttle British line has been wiped out. chanan, that a refusal would lead to

very serious misconceptionThis also eliminates the southern 
part of the Ypres salient which the 
British have held so doggedly and so 
long, notwithstanding the fact that 
their positions at this sharp angle 
were constantly raked by German 
fire from three sides.

THE GERMAN REPORT.
BERLIN, June 8.

The enemy succeeded as a result of 
numerous explosions in penetrating 
our positions at St. Eloi, Wytschaete 
and Messines, advancing after stub
born and variable fighting via Wyts
chaete and Messines. A strong conno
ter attack by the Bavarian troops 
drove the enemy back in the direc
tion of, Messines. Further north he 
was brought to a standstill by fresh 
reserves. Later on our regiments 
which were fighting bravely were 
withdrawn from the salient project
ing toward the west into a prepared 
reserve position between the bend of 
the canal to the north and Douve 
Basin, two kilometres west of War- 
neton. On the Arras front the ar
tillery duel was greater in intensity 
in several sectors.

The Army Group of the German 
Crown Prince: On the western part 
of Chemin des Dames Ridge the ac-

among
our Russian allies and cause great 
discoragement to those in Russia 
most anxious to carry on the struggle 
for freedom with the fullest energy. 
If passports were issued they would 
be issued for Petrograd; they were 
not intended to enable the holders to 
participate in any International Con
ference at Stockholm, still less to 
communicate directly or indirectly 
with enemy subjects at Stockholm or 
elsewhere. It was only on this un
derstanding that the passports were 
issued. Passports for Petrograd 
would also be issued, said Lord Cecil, 
to representatives of the views of the 
great majority of the working class, 
if asked for. Captain Bellaire sug
gested that the holders of passpbrts 
should give a written undertaking not 
to participate in any conference at 
Stockholm or elsewhere. Every reas
onable precaution will be taken, re
plied Lord Cecil. Ramsay MacDon
ald asked whether conversations at 
Stockholm with persons like Brant- 
ing were precluded. Lord Cecil re
iterated the condition laid down by 
the war cabinet that there must be 
no communication with enemy sub
jects. Branting was a very respected 
Swedish statesman, ar.d by no means 
hostile to the cause of the AlMqs.

Developing and 
Finishing.

And you don’t wait!
Your Films and Prints 

ready on the dot. We 
don’t believe in empty 
promises, and not only 
will your work be done 
promptly, but just as 
well as up-to-date meth
ods and dark-room effi
ciency can do it. Let us 
finish what your kodak 
begun.

TOQTON’S,
he Kodak Store, 320 

Water Street.

$50.00 in Cash Prizes !
With every 25c. purchase at either 

our Drug Stores, Duckworth St. 
and Theatre Hill, you receive a num
bered ticket, and if you are holding a 
lucky number at the time the numbers 
are drawn (July 31st) you win otffe 
of the Cash Prizes we are giving 
away.

1st Prize................................. $20.00
2nd Prize.................................$15.00
3rd Prize................................$10.00
4th Prize..................................$ 6.00
P.S.—The above does not apply to 

“wholesale” buyers, but only the “Re
tail Cash Purchases" made at our two 
tores.
These prizes will be drawn by two 

prominent business men on the above 
nentioued date.

DR. F. STAFFORD & SON, 
Theatre Hill.

STAFFORD’S PHARMACY, 
Duckworth Street.

Stafford’s 3 Specialties: 
STAFFORD’S LINIMENT. 
STAFFORD’S PRESCRIPTION “A”. 
STAFFORD’S PHORATONE COUGH 

CURE.

CONCENTRATING ON ITALIAN 
FRONT.

UDINE, Italy, June 8.
A semi-official announcement says

that Austria has made formidable 
concentration of forces on the Italian 
front by the withdrawal of troops 
from the Russian front. The state

ment says the Italians are now con
fronted by an estimated two-thirds of 
the entire Austrian army.

HITT~AND1RUNN—, So Far As Bui) Was Concenieiitbfthanitr's ft position Was O. K.-àee What You Thine.

The..............
Year Book,

Just off the press, full of valuable 
and authentic information relating to 
Newfoundland Public Offices, Institu
tions, Banks, etc., of the Colony. Only 
12c. post paid.

GARLAND’S Bookstores
177.» Water Street
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