PAGE TWO.

- EDMONTON BULLETIN MONDAY, JUNE |, 1908,

“GIVE US THE LAW ‘
INSTEAD OF PRACTICE

(Speech by Hon. F. Oliver in the House of Commons, May 18th—From Hansard.)

Hon. Frank Oliver (minister of the
interior)—Mr. Speaker, the objection
to the present Manitoba law regard-
ing voters’ lists is nmot so rgich to the
registration as to the revision. In the
compilation of voters’ lists there are
two separate stages of negistration and
revision. Under ordinary conditions
a voters’ list is fixed by the revision,
not by the registration, but under the
Manitoba law as adminietered, regie-
tration is more important than revi-
sion. ‘Names are placed on the pre-
liminary ‘or registration list by the
registration clerk, on a statutory de-
claration being made personally be-
fore himr by th eapplicant at a certain
time and place. If personal presence
is ineisted upon in some cases and
not in all and especially if it is in-
sisted upon in the case of members of
one -political party and not .in the
case of members of the other—a, great
adyantage is theréby given to the fav-
ored persons or party in getting thei
names on the preliminary lists. An
instance has_been given and admit-
ted in which three names and declara-
tions were accepted by the: registra-
tion clerk without the presence of the
parties, which names were allowed by
the judge at the final revision oi the
lists notwithstanding objection based
on the wording of the law. The posi-
tion taken by the registration clerk,
as stated ‘by the hon. member fo:
Marquette (Mr. Roche), was that his
duty was merely to acéept applica-
tions for consideration and decision
by the reviging officer. The’ revising
officér apptowcd the application and
added: the names to the list dlthotgh
he <wasssetisfied that application had
not been ‘made in pérson to the regis-
tration -clefk, as- requivéd by the stat-
utef} ‘Being satiefied of the qualifica-
tionS of thege voters‘he ruled, as stat-
ed By the hon.. member for Marguette,
that ‘he would not allow the technical-
ity of their failure to appear for regis-
tration to debar thém from the list.
Accordiing to this precedent and un-
der this ruling of the revising officer
the presence of the voter is not an
absolutely necessary condition of
istration. . Given ,registration clerks
appointed by and only responsible to
the provincial government, guided by
such precedent and ruling, it is only
reasonable to believe that the pres-
ence of the voters, as required by the
statute, was not insisted upon by the
registration clerks in the case of Con-
servative voters as it was in the case
oi Liberal voters.

The hon. member for Selkirk (Mr.
Jackson) stated, in addressing the
House, that on going to the registra-
tion office himself tc have his own
name _placed upon the list the
name placed upon the list by the reg-
istration clerk .without any affidavit
on his part, and he personally saw the
registration clerk add the names of a
number of other voters without affi-
davits on their part. We have
indisputable, evidence. that names have
been placetl onthe lists by the regis-
tration ‘clerks “without affidavit and
again we have absolute evidence that
they have been placca on the registra-
tion list and allowed by the revising
officer without the voter’s preegence at
the registration booth. These two
facts being establiched, we have not
then a compilation of the list. as re-
quired by the act. Thkis is an inst-
ance where the law is satisiactory but
the administration is not satisfactory.
In a country where population is scat-
tered and distances great. registration
without the presence oi Conservatives
while the presence oi Liberals was in-
sisted upon, would give a tremendous
advantage to the QConservatives m
getting names on tne preliminary-list.

No. provision was made for the
printing of the preliminary list. It
was posted on the door of the build-
ing in which the revision was held
and céopies could be demanded of the
registration clerk, but to get the copy
from the registration clerk was.quite
a different matter from making the
demand. Compliance with the de-
mand could ot least bhe
to . render the right of
little value.

The list as compiled, in many eaces,
did mot give thie post office address of
the woter. ( In case of an attempt -to
have a name struck off the list by the
revising officer notice had to be sent
to the person whose right was quee-
tioned. In case a person whose right
to be om the list was questioned unless
it could*be shown to the satisfaction
of the revising officer that the voter
whose name was objected to had been
notified at his post office address
revising officer properly and legally
refused to strike the name ofi the list.
By the device ‘of not giving the post
office address of the voter .on the reg-
istration list the name was protected
from revision by the revising officer,
although the revising officer
judge of the county court.
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It was explained ve clearly that
while the lists as they existed up to
a certain time did not contain the post
office addresses, names added to the
lists after that time did -contain the
post office addresses. Therefore, the
lists as they stand today eontain
names which bhaye not post office ad-
dresses and, therefore, are not subd-
jeet to the same scrutiny in revision
as if the post office address were
given. That seems to be admitted by
hon. gentlemen on both sides.

It ig also admitted, I think, that
the time which elapses between  the
prepaiation of the preliminary lists
and the revision is not sufficient. - Tt
was stated by the hon. member for
Portage la Prairie that in one case
the time allowed between the cloge of
the registration ‘and the opening of
the court of revision was three days.
Under the law the revising judge is
entitled to have the lists in his hands
three days before the court oi re-
vision opens and the registration
clerk not being required to deliver up
those liste until two days after the
court of registration is closed, five
days would be required -therefore to
fulfil the terms of the law and in this
case ouly threeMays were allowed, We
have established that there is not a
fair opportunity for revising the lists,
and that the lists in the first place are
compiled with auch lack of scrutiny,
supervisiort and control as to give the
advantage of so-called registration to

|stituencies in

the one party and to cut it off from
the other.

May I go so far as to say that the
very fact that my hon. friend and his
iriends are so determined to retain
this law affords evidence that there
is a great gain to them in doing so.

As far as I have followed the infor-
mation given by the members whe di-
rectly represent Manitoba, the inter-
val between the closing of the ‘court
of registration and the holding of the
court of revision’ was in the majority
of cases too short te'give a fair oppor-
tunity to revise the lists. It must be
remembered that the constituencies
in Manitoba are in some instances
very large, that mail communication
i not in all cases frequent and that
notification to the vater whose name
i3 on the list must practically be made
by post, and unless he has been noti-
fied of the sitting of the court of re-
vision by mail addressed to his post
office then, when the removal of his
name comes up before the court of re-
vision, it cannot be struck off. Given
a rural constituency 100 miles in
length' and given a desire to revise
the list in regard to names of men re-
siding in remote parts of the constitu-
ency with-only a weekly mail, will any
one say that an interval of a :month
between the sittings of the court of
vegistration and of the court oi re-
vision is sufficient or more than sui-
ficient? I say unquestionably it is
not. There should be at least a month
in many constituencies: in Manitoba
in_order to secure a'fair revision. If
the man whose . name is appealed
againet is to have an, opportunity . to
appear to make representations on his
own behali there must be an allow-
nce of time,and I submit that anallow-
ance of g month between the closing
f the court of registration and the
ypening of the court of revision is not
inore than sufficient time in most con-
Manitoba.

The hon. member ior Marquette (Mr.
W. J. Roche) the other night read to
the House the times allowed in the
different constituencies, and in .no
case that I remember was more than
a month allowed; it seemed to me
that it was seldom that a month was
ailowed, in the large majority of cases
it was considerably under a month,

Mr. Foster—Clause 1 of this act
statee that the whole operation. shall
take place after the issue of the writ
which. runs for about 28 days, How
loes he propose to get all the other
notices in and then give this month’s
notice of revision?

Mr. Oliver—I§ my hon. friend had
read the first clause as carefully as
he probably has read some other por-
tions of the bill, he would have seen
that the bill'does not ¢onfine action in
the ordering of the revision to a date
wubséquent to the issue of the wrif,

Mr. R. L. Borden—It permits it and
why 'should it not?

Mr. Oliver—Yes, . and why should
it not? 1f there had pot been a re-
vision before that timé and a ré-
vision was required before the election
it could not do anything-¢lge; it could
only give the time available and no
more. But when my hon. iriend says
chat is the only provision in the hill,
he is mistaken, because he will {ind
on reading that it provides after the
issue of the writ or at such -other
time as the governor in council may
see fit. Therefore the revision is not
confined necessarily to that period
aiter the issue of the writ, it is only
confined to.that period in case there
.‘x‘uv‘ not been a revision previous to
that time.

Mr. W. J. Roche—The . judges in
wwery case fix the time, hour and
place. How. else would the people be
notified of the time except by procla-
maton.

Mr. Oliver—The hon. gentleman
asked if it was not reasonable to sup-
pose that the board of registration,
composed of the country court judg-
es, would know better and would be
more likely to give adequate time bé&
tween registration and revision d¢han
the lieutenant governor in council.
My only answer is that in the inst-
ance mentioned here a few minutes
ago, whether it was determined by ar
individual judge or the lieutenant
governor in council, eufficient time
was not given in a most glaring case.

It strikes me as remarkable that this |

most glaring ease should have oeccur-
red in the constituency of my hon.
friend fromn Portage 1a Prairie, It will
be observed that it did not ocedr ih
the constitueney of my hon. iriend
irom Marquette or thaf® of my hon.
friend from Souris, or even that of
my hon. friend iroom Macdonald—it
occurred in the constitueney of Por-
tage la Prairie. g

When my hon. friend said that
this court of revision was appointed
by the judges, he should have had
better evidence, I now have the
authority of the statute for saying that
the dates are fixed by order of the
Lieutenant Governor in Counecil. I
have the text of the proclamation fix-
ing the dates by arder in council.
My hon. friend says that in practice
the report of the judges is aceepted by
the Governor in Couneil. In reply I
say that 1 think he is going too far
in asking the countfy to believe that
the judges of Manitoba—one or all of
them—are responsible for the fixing
of the date in the Beautiful . Plains
case.

If our hen. friends are going to rest
their case on a proposition of - that
kind, they should have come here
fortified by a - statément from = the
judges. It is established that the
dates- of. the sittings of the court:of
revision are. fixed by order of .the
Lieutenant Govegnor in Council em-
powered therefo by a statute of the
provincial legislature, In some con-
stituénciés there are upwards of thirty
days, in some there are less than
twenty days, and in others there are
down to seventeen and fifteen, and in
the case of Beautiful Plains to three
days. - The difierences do not corres-
pond with the differences in the areas
of the constituencies, their means of
communication and the density. of
settlement. Under such circum-
stances it is a fair suppositipn that
the difference in the periods between
the- cloging of the court of registra-
tion and the opening 'of the ‘court «f
revision in thé various local con:
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stituencies depended rather upon
political exigeneies, as understood by
the provincial governmenti, than upon
the merits of the case or a desire to
gecure a fair revision. The places at
which the courts“of revision sit are
fixed by the Lieutenant-Governor in
Council.. They may be convenient or
they may not. We have the instance
often alluded to of the Lac du Bonnet
case, where the court was appeinted
to sit at a place where it was impos-
sible for twenty or thirty voters to
get their names on the list. - When
the court was adjourned so that these
men could get theix names on the list,
the sittings were illegal and the names
were not legally inseribed.

Although ' on. some . occasions per-
mission was given.tp haye a number
of registration offices. in  each , local
constitueney, .at which hundreds, of
names were registered, with o, withs
out personal presence. according . to
or contrarvy to the law, as the case may
be, the,court of revision—if I remem-
ber rightly the statement of the hon.
member for Marquette—sat in a large
majority of instanees only one day or
a part of a day in each local econ-
stituency. It is proposed wunder
this measure that the revision shall
take a day or part of a day when the
registration took four, five, six, eight
and ten dayvs. I 'would ask the
House how it could ever- have been
expected that a  registration hich
took eight or ten days, could be re-
vised in one day or less and yet' have
the revision adequate. The evidence
is incontrovertible that the court of
revision was not intended to revise.
In fact it was intended to prevent 1e-
vision. We have the statement of
my hon. friend from Portage la Prairie
that in his .constituency there were
600' names of Conservatives on the
list which ghould not be there as com-
pared with 200 Liberals; :
the House that it is impossible, under
the law, to have these names struck
off. If they are ever to be struck off,
it must be by mutual agreement be-
tween the two parties in the interest
of fair’ play.

Just to revert. to the point which
we were discussing a few minutes ago.
The Manitoba Eleetion act, chapter
52, revised statutes of Manitoba of
1902 with amendments of 1903 and
1904, published by authority, says, in
cetion 21:—

The list of electors shall hereaiter
nly be made and revised at such
times and in the manner hereinafter
provided.

Annually on or before the first day
oi May, the lieutenant governor shall,
by order in council, authorize the is-
suing of a proclamation setting forth:

4, The date or dates on, the place
or places at, and the hours between
which courts of revision will- be held
in the several electoral divisions of
the province: to consider and decide
such applications, and to receive -{ur-
ther applications of others to have
their names-added to .the list of elect-
Oors. .

I find nothing there in regard to the
authority of the judges to either re-
vise or amend the awthority.. The
Manitoba Gazette of Saturday, April
25, 3908, containd a preelamatign:in re-
gard to the revision of y.the vdters’
lists, and gives the names. and post
office addresses of the persons .ap-
pointed as registration clerks-in - the
several electoral divisions. It appoints
the: hours at which they shall sit and
gays :—

That, where. not.otherwise stated,
the hours between .which registration
¢lerks shall sit to receive applications
ior registration and the correction and
striking off names of electors. shall
be: from 9 o’clock a.m. to 12 e’clock
noon and from 1 o’clock p.m.. till 6
o’clock p.nme

i find nothing, so far, stating that
the judges have any authority what-
ever in this connection.

Mr. Oliver—I ifind in this publica-
tion, the same of the Maritime
(azette, the iollowing:—

A Proclamation.

Whereas it has been determined to
add to and revise the lists of electors
in and for the several electoral divi-
sions in the provinece of Manitoba,pur-
suant to the provisioons of the Man-
itoba Llection aet, and it is necessary
for the said purpose to constitute the
Several judges of the county- eourts
in the said province a board of regis-
tration:

Now, therefore, we have thought
fit and do heredy, pursuant-to 'the
powers and authority contained in the
Manitoba Election act, constitute the
several judges of the county courts
holding office in the province of Mani-
toba a board of registrafion for all
and &ingular the premises.

In testimony whereof, we have, ete.

Now, our iriends opposite have stat-
ed i 60 many words that the boards
of registration composed of county
judges, appointed the registration
clerks.

But it is now established that the
registration clerks are appointed by his
honour the lieutenant governor in
council. They are then partisan ap-
pointments.

My. hon. friend (Mr. W, J. Roch?)
will not deny that these registration
clerks are partisans of the provincial
government. The point is establish-
ad—that to.these partisan’appointees
is entrusted the choice as to whether
personal registration shall be insisted
upon or not. If that is the case, I
ask what is the -provision as to per-
fonal registration but a provision to
keep Grits -off and let Torics on?

Now .we have that preliminary point
established—that the. compilation  of
the preliminary.list is .absolutely in
partisan hands under the interpreta-
tion. that has been given to the law
on - the - authority - 0i my hen- friend
from Marqyette, and on the statement
of 'my Hon friend ffém Selkirk (Mr.
8. J. Jackson) théy are given practi-
cally a free hand in the compilation
of these lists to.party advantage. Now,
I said before, and, .I. beg to repeat,
that in instances where it is consid-
ered necessary that there should be
a number of courts of registration in
a single constituency, it is not con-
sidered necessary that there should
be an equal mumber, or anything
like an equal number, of courts of re-
vision. That is to say that, where
names can be put upon the list by the
partisan registration officer at his own
sweet will, in four, five, six, eight
or ‘ten different places these names
could only be struck off in one place
in the constitueney in one day or part
of a day. I eaid, and I beg to repeat,
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revision of the lists, it is a provision
to prevent ithe revision: of the lists”
The time. that is allowed ior the re-
vigion of the lists is, as I ‘have
shown absolutely inadequate. There
are naturally a number of peoplg who
have not been able to get their names
on before the court of revision and
who are anxious to get on. They
may be of one political party or the
other, or of both; we will suppose
they are of both parties. The court
of revision has but one short day to
8it. Now, it is natural =and proper
that the application of ‘the men who
are present ‘to. be put on/ the  list
will bg taken ‘up before the applica-
tions to’ strike off ‘are considered, with
the result that in praetice there is to
all intents and purposes no striking
off the lists ‘compiled in the, way I
have described. Do, my hon.:friends
contradict that statement?

Mr, W .J. Roche—Yes.

Mr. Oliver—Then I will refer them
to the statement of my hon. friend
from Souris (Mr. Schaffner), who in-
formed the house- that at a certain
date there was a revision in the city
oi Winnipeg which resulted in the
striking of 2,500 names off the list.
Nobody questions that it was a proper
revigion. The city of Winnipeg is a
large city and has*a very fluctuating
population, much more so than any
city in eastern Canada. My hon.
iriend from Souris informed the House
that in the year sueceeding that re-
vision there had been in one year 25
names struck off, in another year 1
think 30 names and in another year
30 or 40 names. I think he managed
to total up in three or four years about
100 names that had been found to be
improperly on the list in the great
city of Winnipeg; when in the revi-
sion immediately before that it was
found there were 2,500 names that
were improperly on the list. Now,
these lists having been compiled as
I have described, hon. gentlemen will
not suggest that there is any fair op-
portunity to get names off those lists
properly. When in the city of Winni-
peg, where every effort is made, if it
is made anywhere, to get the.lists re-

sible to get a paltry hundred or so
off the list in three ‘or iour vears, the
House need not go further for absolute
evidence out of the mouth of the mem-
ber for Souris that ‘there is no such
thing as a revision of lists in the pro-
vince of Manitoba.

In this connection it might not be
out of place to refer to the methods
employed to sccure names for inser-
tion on the lists in the city of Winni-
peg, as described- by my hon. friend
who represents:that ecity, He: placed
before the Holise certain sworn
siatements by certain people, that on

| a certain day, at a éertain hour, in a

certain place, dnd-under certain cir-
sumstances, some 450 men who, in a
large. majority of cases were not cn-
titled to be naturalized, and in any
were not entitled to be natural-
ized as they. were, were, naturalized
Ly the assistance.of the party ma-
chuery of the, loeal . government. in
the ecity of, Winpipeg. The affidayit
is explicit, it giyves time, place, dates
and persons. The affidavit is denied
by our, friends ¥ the other side ,and
i3 denied by c_&f})s ’

not ereditable *{g thé ecity oi” Winni-
peg, it is ‘noj ‘creditable to the party
in power there, that their party ma-
chine did, as admitted, employ the
person._who made this affidavit, and
which they declare to "be falsé. They
declare that he 'wWwas jail bird and
that now he ig a fugitive from justice.
They admit that he Was in their em-
ploy, He is the man who has made
this affidavit as to the nishagement
of the party mathine.  We find that
these 450 naturalizations fook place
on the day immediately préceding the
day for registration of the voters in
the ¢ 'y ot Winnipeg. "And we find

case

markable fact that there were som
790 nafuralizations put through in
{he city of Winnipeg on that particu-
Jar day. It is a coincidence of course
that tho affidavit of Rudneski account-
ing for 450 of these should happen
to b2 n:ade on the same date. Jut
it is a coincidence our friends will
admit. It is also a coincidence that
in the constituency of North Winni-
peg, which was considered to be a safe
Liberal seat, one of the leading citi-
7ens, one of the oldest inhabitants
in the city oi Winnipeg, a man who
had enjoyed the honour of being -may-
or of the city, in that.safe Liberal
seat was defeated in the glection by
the candidate for the .Conservative
party machine by a large majority, a
majority, if I remember right, of about
400 or 480. Those who art acquaint-
¢d with the political conditions  in
Manjtoba were astonished when they
heard how the election had gone. It
was indeed a famous viectory. It is
only a coincidence that the Conser-
vative majority in North Winnipeg
was approximately the same as the
number of manuiactured naturaliza-
tions that Mr. Rudneski swears to.
But it was a coincidence at any rate.

Now, it ie said that this Rudneski
is a very improper person, that he
has been a iail bird, that ho is now
a fugitive from justice, and that he
committed perjury in making that af-
fidavit. That is-a serious charge. It
is asserted also that not only did he
commit perjury, but that he was
suborned to eommit perjury, that he
was paid for doing it by a cheque to
the amount of $25 given to him by a
certain- gentlemay. named Walton,
who acts in some capacity on behalf
of the Liberal party. I submit that
the statements on the part of members
oi the Manitoba government, that Rud-
neski was a jail bird, that he is now
a fugitive from justice, that he is.a
suborned perjurer, or that Mr. Walton
suborned that perjury, are not gond
cnough in this ca These geiile-
men_are charged with the administra-
tion of jusfice in the provinee of Man-
itoba. I hope that under their admin-
istration perjury has not become so
common as to have no attention paid
to it, or that subornation of perjury
should not be dealt with as the erim-
inal code provides. Ii the facts are.as
these gentlemen have stated—have
stated broadly in the newspapers—in
the mewspapers of their own owner-
ship, as it is even said—their posi-
tion it seems to me is not enviable.
Either the Rudneski affidavit is true
or the government of Manitoba is not
maintaining the law as the govern-
ment of Manitoba is charged with the
responsibility - of doing, The gavern-
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it does not take every proceeding with-
in its power to bring the men Rud-
neeki and Walton to justice, to lay
them by the heels in jail and to see
that they are punished to the full ex-
tent of the law. That is the only ans-
wer they can make to the Rudneski
affidavit. It is that or it iz nothing.
Either Rudneski or Walton should
be in jail or the Rudneski affidavit is
true. Theve is no escape from that.

Rudneski is out of the country, it is
said. Perhaps he is. We do not know.
My hon.. friend from Macdonald rather
indicated ‘to the House that the govern-
ment of Manitoba, or at any rate the
party machine in Manitoba, had knowl-
edge of the whereabouts of Rudneski.

Mr.: Staples—I beg to contradict the
hon. gentleman. I never made any such
statement. 1 never. said anything of the
kind. T am surprised at the minister.

Mr. Oliver—My hon. friend knew the
price that was paid for the cheque.

Mr. Staples—Yes.

Mr. Oliver—He says he knew the price
that was paid for the cheque. Does he
know who paid it?

Mr. Staples—Yes, I know who paid it.

Mr. Oliver—My hon. friend had posses-
sion of the cheque which he held up n
this House.

Mr. Staples—Do you want to see it?

Mr. Oliver—I saw it or what my hon.
friend said was it, T am taking his word
and it is good enough. He said that the
cheque had not bheen cashed.

Mr. Staples—Neither it had.

Mr. Oliver—That no more had heen
paid for it than its face value.

Mr. Staples—That was right.

Mr. Oliver—Then my hon. friend knows
that somebody got it from Rudneski.

Mr. Staples—Precisely so-

Mr. Oliver—That it was got in the in-
terests of the party machine in Mani-
toba.

Mr. Staples—Why not?

Mr. Oliver—No reason in the world
why not, but it could not have been got
by the party machine in Manitoba for its
face value unless there had heen protec-
tion te Rudneski guaranteed by the pro-
vince of Manitoba. Why should Rud-
neski give up a 825 cheque for $25 in-
stead of taking it to the bank and get-
ting it cashed? If it would give evidence
of his. having heen suborned to perjury
to the men who are charged with the
responsibility of punishing him is it
to be supposed that he would give up
that cheque under these circumstances
unless he got a promise of protection?
Rudneski is accused of beirg a jail bhird,
he is accused of being a fugitive from
justice, he is accused of being a perjurer
but he is not accused of being such a
consummate fool as that.

There is an affidavit placed before the
House' by my hon. friend from Winni-
peg (Mr.. Bole) of another person -who,
in so many words, confirmed every state-
ment made by Rudneski. Apparently he
was not paid anything for this, at any
rate, our friends have no cheque to show
for such payment. They have not said
that he is a fugitive fom justice, that
he is not in the province of Manitoba.
If the Rudneski affidavit is false the
affidavit of this other man is just as
false, and it is the duty of the Atforney
General of Manitoba to see”that . this
man is laid by the heels in jail under
the terms of the ECriminal €ode if they
dare do it.
send broadcast statementsyin the news-
papers that this, that, ar the other state-
ment is true. It is not a question. of
veracity, it is a question ‘of the breaking
of the criminal law in one of its most
important provisions; of the breaking
down of one of the greatest safeguards
nf society done with the ‘eognizance in
the case of Rudneski, and T very much
fear with the assistance of the party
machine in the province of Manitoba.
| Another affidavit was read in:the House
today from % citizen of Winnipeg and a
| voter in the province. It has not bheen
::lllv;:x(l so far that he has heen paid
| for his affidavit; it is not pretended that
| he is a jailbird and a fugitive from jus-
tice. 1t is up to the Manitoba govern-
ment to put that man in jail on a charge
of perjury and not ask this House to
helieve that the faet that Sandy Mae-
donald was defeated in North Winnipeg
by 450 votes and that 450 names were im-
properly placed on the list was merely a
coincidence.

Had there been a fair opportunity for
the revision of the lists in North Winni-
peg this would not and could not have
occurred for it would have heen useless
to put these bogus names upon the list.
But it was in the full knowledge that
there was no opportunity for revision
that these measures were resorted to and
these naturalizations made out in order
to secure the defeat of the Liberal can-
didate ‘on that oceasion. And if these
things wera done in: North Winnipeg
what is there to hinder their heing re-
sorted to in every constituency of ;the
province. The court of revision isfthe
safegnard of the liberties of the people
and when the court of revision is not
given a fair opportunity to discharge its
duty it matters not whether it is-a-judge
or a layman who presides over it. It-is
in restricting the opportunity for rewis-
ing the lists that the great iviquity of
the Manitoba law exists and it is he-
cause of that iniquity, it seems to me,
that our hon. friends are so persistent
in-holding on to the law.

To sum up: The registration clerks
are appointed and hold sittings as direc-
ted by order in council. The reguire-
ment of personal registration .is inter-
preted to give all the advantages to those
whom a partisan registration clerk may
desire to place on the Jlist. Once the
preliminary list is-made up there is no
fair opportunity to secure a proper re-
vision of the names on it. The publicity
given the list is not sufficient. The lo-
cation of the persons whose names ap-
pear is not sufficient. The time allowed
for the preparation of appeals may be
and sometimes is manintulatad by the lo-
cal government 80 as to he absurdly in-
sufficient. The number of courts of re-
vision-allowed is imsufficient. The time
allowed the courts is insufficient. The
place of sitting of the court is frequent-
ly inconvenient. The provision that the
court may not adjourn from day to day
until its work is completed makes the
preliminary list compiled by a partisan
registration eclerk, and not the list as
revised by the judge, practically final,
under the present provincial law as it
is administered.

So far as the overlapping of provin-
cial and federal constituencies is con-
cerned there must be a revision or there
cannot be an election. The present pro-
vision for correcting the overlapping by
the returning officer has not been satis-
factory in practice, thereforée some other
. method should be provided. In order
that the people may freely cast their
that polling sub-

X ¢ : W)
jury, at the subornation of perjury if

It is not-gedd enbuff™ to’

divisions should bhe ‘conveniently arrang-
ed. In a country where the population
is rapidly increasing there is need for
a frequent readjustment of polling div-
isions such as would not exist under oth-
er eircumstances. There is the same
need that the right to subdivide into
federal polling divisions should exist, and
should be msed when needed independ-
ent of provincial divisions as that the
boundaries of federal constituencies

should be independent of the hounds of |

provincial constituencies.

No provision exists in the present law
for such a readjustment of polling divi-
sions and veters' lists and therefore pro-
vision should be made.
actually

The conditions
existing demand a distribution
of the voters on the'provincial lists
amongst the s>veral constituencies of
the province and amongst the several
polling divisions in these constituencies
by sowe legal authority.

Given adequate opportunity for revi-
sion of the lists and for the proper dis-
tribution of polls and of voters, and the
compilation of the lists as at present
would not he greatly objected to. It is
believed, however, that so long as the
principle of personal registration is ac-
cepted thera should be a registration of-
fice opened in each polling division as es-
tablished at the last preceding election.

But without proper revision of the
lists and distribution of voters the com-
pilation of the lists and distribution of
the voters however made, is only a means
of reaching the end of umnfair lists.

What is wanted is:

Printing of the preliminary lists. The
lists as printed to give post office address
in all cases. A statutory minimum per-
iod between registration and revision
that shall be sufficient in all
cases. Actual dates to be fixed by regis-
tration board, not by order in council.

The and sitting »f
courts of revision to be fixed by the
registration board, not by order in coun-
cil, and courts to he adjonrned from day
to day until all application to put on
or strike off names are disposed of. Of-
ficers appointed to revise the lists 'to
adjust the voters' list as revised to the
limits of the Dominion caonstituencies
to which they properly belongz. Return-
ing officer to have authoriti® to establish
polls, define polling divisions,
just lists to meet
done in provincial
appeal to the registration board.

times places of

and -ad-
requirenients as now
clections subject to

If the law as it stands at present were
in itself fair and not subject to improper
administration, there could he no reason-
able objection to placing it in the hands
of the federgl government for adminis-
tration in regard to federal lists as pro-
pesed by the Bill. It is not fair that
the provisions of the Bill should be adop-
ted. If it -is not fair that the pro-
visions of the Bill should bhe adopted it
that the Mani-
toba election law should remain as it is.
Because all that the Bill that
the law as it stands shall be applied to
a revision of the lists for federal pur-
poses, and all the criticism and all the
objections that my hon. friends have
made have been respect to their
own Jaw. They have accused us of all
sorts of constitutional and political
crimes because we have, in the innocence
of onr hearts, supposed that they wonld
accept the application of their own law
in this case. But, when we undertook
to apply to them their own law admin-

surely i1s just as unfai;

savs is

vith

TstePed by us, their shrieks of agonsi#nt

the heavens.
tion.

Our hon. friends have threatened %o
exert every constitutional resonrce—and
I must say they are prepared frequently
to streteh the constitution—in order to
prevent the application to themselves
of their own law in our hands. Surely
if that is the reason for the action which
they threaten to take, it is as good a
reason for our action in attacking the
law now existing in that province. I
speak of a law under which 450 names
of men who are not entitled to vote
have been put upen the list. 1 submit
that a law under which it is not possible
to have a proper revision made in the
time allowed by it gives us every reason
whoen it is .applied to us to complain,
and to ask for its amendment.

I do not wonder, now that we have
gone into .this matter and have the
facts before the House, that my hon.
iriends shriek against the taking of their
own medicine, . 1 am satisfied that
ther the Minister of Justice nor the
Prime Minister had any idea that the
law and  its administration was as it
has been: shown to bhe or they would
never have: thought of introducing the
Bill in its present form they never would
have undertaken to apply to my hon.
friends on the other side of the House
such an administration and such a law
as our friends have applied to us in Man-
itoba. In proof of that I have to point
out that the right hon. the Prime Min-
ister has said fo the House that he does
not wish now to take into his hands the
power and authorify that have been
abused by the.government of Maniteba.
He does not want to be tied to such a
law to bhe administered by this govern-

They threatened a dissolu-

nei-

ment; he is willing and wishful to he
clear of it, and does not ask the
rmembers opposite to take ‘their own
medicine. He offers instead to Produce
to the amendment that will
give the readjustment and the revisicn
of the lists in the province of Manitoha
into the hands of the registration hoard
instead of leaving it in the hands of
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council. The
leader of the oppesition (Mr, R. I.. Baor-
den) and the hon. member for Marquette
M. W J. have said to this
House that in practice that is
what is done te-dax. 1In all fairness, if
that is the practice and if it'is satis-
factory to them as practice, where is
their objection to its being made law b,
us? We are not satisfied with the prac-
tice, we are not salisfied even that it is
the practice, but if it is and they say
the practice is fair, then I say give us
the law instead of the practice and there
is no disagreement hetween us on - this
question,

STRATHCONA BOY FOR
THE OLYMPIC TRIALS

Eric MclLean, of Brackman-Ker, Will
Go to Toronto,—Clever Work of a
Policeman in The Southern City.
—C.P.R. Will Donate Fire Hall
Site,

hon.

House an

Roche)

tonight

Calgary, May.29.—TFric McLean, of
the employ of the B:ackman:Ker in
Strathcona, more than made good in
his trials yesterday and he “will go to
Toronto to enter the trials for the
Olympics. He took the 100 metres
=109 vards) in 10 4-5, which, upon a
track which .was slow, is pretty good.
He did not make as good a showing
in the 209 metres (218 yards), doing
that distance in 23 1-5-seconds. M.
McLean is an old Calgary boy, hav-
iny run here under the fire brigadc
H> comes originally from Prince Ed-
ward Island and bolonged to  the
Abegweit-Creseent team in Charlotte-
tcwn.  When in Montreal he ran un-
der the Shamrocks team. He is now
running under the colors of the Strath-
footbhall team.

The fire committee held its regulan
meeting last night. A letter was read
from the C.P.R. offering to donate «
site for a fire hall on Seventeen avenue
west at Eleventh street on condition
that a suitable hall be ~erected im-
mediately After considerable dis-
cussion it was deeided to recommend
that the hall could not be erected un-
til Lext vear.

Policeman George Hardy did good
detective work vesterday. A. Savitl,
a merchant of Eighth avenue ecast,
complained to ‘the police station that
on Wedpesday a man came into his
store gnd puirchased gcods to the ex-
tent of $7.20. In payment he gave a
cheque for §15.00 and received. $7.50
changeo. The chegue was on the
Northern, Bank and was made out to
R. Smith and bore the signature of
John Scott. It  was endorsed 1
Smith. On the description Mr. Hardy

cona

E o ¥ L -
found a man 1rone of the pool-rooms

answering the deseription, who has
Been identified as the man wanted.

Lstarted out:apdoearly i)_} the _afternoon
1

FIVE DAYS IN OPEN DORY.
Terrible Experience cf Two French
Sailors on the  Atlantic,

Halifax, May 28.—7the Allan Line
Carthagenian, which arrived to-day
from Liverpool, brought in two French
sailors;, Victor Colket and August Obi-
got, picked up at sea in a dying con-
dition. They belonged to-the fishing
schooner, Marie Louise, of St, Malo,
and got lost in” a-fog last - Frida
They had been drifting in a dory five
days without food or water. They
were unconscious when found, thgir
limbs badly swollen, Half an hour
after their rescue, the fog shut down
again, and had they notv been seen
just at a favorable moment they would
have perished. The boatswain of the
Carthagenian in charge of the rescuc
party, fell over board in the rough
sea and was nearly drowned.

Michel Miners Return To Work.

Michel, B.C., May 28.—After an ail
day session the Local Miners’ Union
decided to return to work to morrow
by a vote of 209 to 86, the existing
differences to be deft to a joint com-
mittee of the union and operators’ re-
presentatives. Failing a settlement,
the Fernie union will support Michel

in a general strike in all the Crow’s
Nest Pass coal country. However, a

settlement is confidently expecied.
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pruce umber

That is superior in grade, and right in price---We

also hold a large and well assorted stock of

all

kinds of finishing lumber---Shingles, Lath, Lime,
Sash, Doors, Mouldings ete.-—-Call and see us be-
fore placing your next order.

D.R. FRASER CO., Ltd.

201 NAMAYO AVENUE
. Edmonton.

Phones—
Mill BA.
Office and Yard 5B.

Builders and Contractors

Get our figures on your factory work and save money. We are

in & position to quote right prices on special detail work.

Store Fronts, Panelling, Partitions, Counters,

Special Frames and Turnings prepared at
shortest notice.

W. H. CLARK & CO., LTD.
WHOSESALE AND RETAIL SASH AND DOOR FACTORY

NINTH STREET, W. EDMON!ON. ALTA.

Phon
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