Local Legislature.

"THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.
MR RYAN
Arose and moved the following resolu-

tion—

Resvlved, That in the opinion of the
House suitable accommcdations should,
during the rccess, be provided in the
City of Fredericton for the sitting of
the Legislatare, the cost thereof not to
exceed a sum to be hercafter fixed by
the House,

Mr Ryan said, after showing that
many commereinl interests that re-
quired consideration were focused upon
this great guestion of the seat of Gov-
ernment and its'fature and permanent
gcographi€al locationyahd the necessity

on that acoeant of imi@liate settlement

of the difficilty—reviewed the motives
which had induced the agitation and
the arguments which bad attenced it.

The people of St John in their insane
desire tor the change bad exhibited a
restless impgluosity -enly equalled by
the flames_that had Tately revelled in
the old building.

They had Jaunched and kept in mo-
tion a selfish agitation without intelli-
gent regard to the” provincial conse-
quences, or appreciation of the ties
which linked them with the sister city.
On a question of this nature, involving
as it did the pecuniary sentiment of a
body of people, it was not to be wonder-
ed at, that their conduct had been in-
considerate, and that representatives
were in great part merely the utensil of
their constituencies. He felt safe in
declaring that the-ideas of the people of
that city, since the press ofthe province
had ventilated the subject, and since
the subject in all its bearings had re-
ceived coneiderations. had experienced
a change, and in most cases regretted
the step they had taken. Yearsago ex-
iled because of their love for British law
the forefathers of the people of Freder-
icton and_St. John had landed  on
Acadia’s coasts together, and-bvund to

. gether'by the ties of nation and of tami-
Iy, had sought to work out for them-
selves livings in different portions of the
province. St. John should be the last
to seek to sever these strands of friend-
ship, that so long held the two together.
The conduct of the city by the sea was
both unneigbbogly and: upfriendly:
‘With regard to the magnanimous offers
of land and buildings, that had been
made by St.John, a city groaning with
taxation, and unable to support her
poor,her promises were in excess of her
means.

It would cost twicé as much to re-
move the seat of Government to St
Jehn and erect Parliament buildings
“with their appurtenances there, as it
would to build them on the site of the
old buildings in the City of Fredericton.

The damrage which the change would
éffect upon the prosperity of Frederic-
ton would amount to practical rain to
the city. Property wounld shrink to
balf the present value and an eternal
enmity would be engendered between
the two cities. ;

Leighton seconded the re:olution.

BLACK

moved as amendment--Insert after the
word “legislature” and before the
words ‘‘the cost,” the following—
either by continuing for a short period
the present accommodations or by re-
storing the old building to the former
condition before the fire as near as may
be.

The financial standing ot the Pro-
vince required emphatic retrenchment.
A wave of commerc:al depression had
been passing over the civilized world,
and had been felt with unusual severity
by every branch of trade and industry
in the Province. The thought of po-
litical economists had been directed to
the causes therefcr, though the causes
were not generally perceptible it be-
came a principal that retrenchment was
necessary and this idea the public mind
had imbibed and thespeople demanded
of their reprgsentatives their influence
in curtailing the expenses-in connection
“Wwith the Governmental machinery. He
thought $10,000 was 4!l the Gevernment
eould afford for Legislative accommo-
-dation at this time.

-Mr Black waut on to show his views
upon the finances of the country.
=-After Confederation a balance sheet
of the indebtedness of the Provinee in-
@lcated a balanee to our credit of $95000.
“Now the Government of the country
c0sts$66,000 pér annum over all income,
and if the sentiment embodied in the
Te¢solution be carried-out a very large
Yndebtedness would be added which the
Province could ill afford to bear. - The
floating indebtedness according to the
Auditor General’s report was over half
amillion, and there were $24,000 bonds
{{qt to issue on the Grand Southern

ailway subsidy, not taking into con-

jderation the $300,000 for which the

irectors ot that road were now clam-
oring.

The proposed buildings would roll

up $80,000 additional, the Vice-Regal
reception expenses would amount to
‘at least $10,000, which with the
¢8t. Martinss and Upbam Railway
“bonds would  make a sum total
of $1,100,000 or eleven hundred  thou-
sand in debt in elevén years. “The in-
terest on this indebtedness would soon
be $66,000. Although he would accuse
no one of aught but nuprightness, it was
an unquestionable fact that $87,000 per
annum for legislation was a far greater
strain than the limited resources of the
Province were able to bear. A great
deal was heard of the ¢ illimitable
resources ' of our forests.
The lumber 1evenuc of the country was
far from exhaustless—a revival in the
woods does not mean increased acti-
vity alone, but a rabid assault upon a
waning industry. . He hoped the Goy-
ernment were not to sanguine about
the satisfactory scttlement of the East-
crn Extension claims. “He hoped an
amicable and mutnally satisfactory
scttfement would be made, though he
had very little belief that such would
be the case. With a declining lumber
trade, public opinion strongly for re-
trenchment, the capital question should
be dealt with onits merits. (Let Isaac
be offered up if necessary for the public
weal.) Individual members should
rise above persons, and consider them-
selves the representatives ot the people
and not of a section of the people.

Last winter Blair, the leader of ‘the
Opposition, had subjected the financial
management of the Government to

merciless critjcism. It looked queer
to see fraternizing at thistime, and tosee
Mr. Blair vote for thisenormons expen-
diture.

He would vote for retrenchiment in
this case, and they would be pleased (o
counsider this as the index of his policy
—to retrench in eyerything that would
stand retrenchment.

There were several points in connece-
tion with new buildings to which he
would now briefly refer. In the face
of public fecling that the Legislative
Council Chamber should be abolished
(Barbarie—Hear, hear, hanged if that

ain’t a'good point), provision was made

in the plans tor the accommodation of|$25

that incubus.  He thoaght before the
architecture of the upper story was de-
cided upon it shonP«i’ be ascertained
whether that section of the structure
was liable to be tenanted. .
The amendment was seconded by Hill
who announced that he would speak up-

on the subject at a fature date.
FRASER

followed. He congratulated the pre-
ceding speakeis upon the moderation
which had characterized the expression
of their views. Fredericton had been
the seat of Government ¢ver since the
Province was a Province, and after
careful consideration it must appear
that there is no question whatever but
as toits right historically and geograph-
icalty for that position.

The * House .was, not ‘asked. to
express au: opipion as;to ,the' peculiar
style ‘of arcHifeétud “or “to'“estimate
expenses in connection with providing
the accommodations necessary for thé
seat of legislature. It was asked, and
such was the tenor of the resolution, to
express its opinion as regards the loca-
tion,—the cost would be an aftgr and
purely Goyernmental consideration.

St “ John was a very excitable
city. A desire which had been
slambering for many years had

sprung into life without regard to right
or reason. Butthough the late disturb-
ance had been one of universal violence
he was charitable enough to believe
that the frenzied agitation was gener-
ated by wire pullers and not by the
citizens of St. John as a whole.
There were too many fond associations
entwined about the history of the
commercial and political capitals to
think that the one would unrighteously
clamor for what would practically
mean her neighbor’s rnin. It was not
a very great while since Fredericton,
though he was loth to refer to it in this
connection, had shown how to be neigh-
borly‘to.StJohnin her liour of affliction.
The-kindness which the people of that
city had received at the hands of Fred-
ericton might well have influenced the
agitators to better deeds. The tim® had
arrived when saitable and coinfortable
accommodations must be provided for
House of Assembly, and he proposed
to consider fairly and squarely the ques-
tion of cost’ in a comparison of the
relative advantages of the two cities.

It might sound very nice and patriot-
ic for St John to offer her public squares
and guarantee the ercction of suitable
buildings, but Queen Square was mort-
gaged and the ity if all reports be tiue
was ‘in a very indifferent position to
make any magnanimous offers” of this
kind. If buildings were vouchsafed,
+he- believed: the Pravince would -have
to pay for them in the end.: There was
no doubt about this, and it was per-
fectly right that they should pay. for
them. i

The buildinfs to be in keeping with
the high-toned inhabitants of St. John
would coston a moderate estimate from
three to four hundredthousand dollars.
W here there were such buildings asthe
Customn House, Savings Bank and the
Post Office, structures suitable.for the
seat Of governnrent Ypust be of A most
imposing character—in accordance with
the big fceling of the city. He didn’t
consgider it would be extravagant to
estimate the cust, regnlar and contin-

ent, at half a million of dollars—a
rain upon the' exchequer of this Pro-
vince which must be fatal to its finan-
cial respectability and future prosperity.

Regarding the statements that had
been made about the central position of
St. John, it would require some figures
to make him belieye that the centre of
the Province as regards communication
or commercially was on the seaboard.
St John was not per se the centre of
trade, its prosperity depended upon the
splendid farming counties which acts
as its background and make it a mart
tor their produce.

It was a commercial maxim that trade
never progresses seaward, the signs of
advancement in a county or district ex-
isted in the development of industries
and manufactories inland. The onward
march of trade [and from the late dis-
tarbances it might be added, civiliza-
tion.—REPORTER] did not tend toward
Fundy’s foggy tide. The lumber lands
of Victoria and the upriver counties
was being rapidly taken up, factories
were springing up along the St John,
and when a railway ran along the
Miramichi and created a thoroughfare
of commerce between the mnorth-east
counties and the capital, none but an
idiot could be found to put forth the
claims -of -8t-John. It would require
considerable argument to make him
believe that the Province of New Brun-
swick was bounded on the north by
Fort Howe, on the south by Partridge
Island and on the east and west res-
pectively by the Penitentiary and the
Lunatic asylum.

He wanted the question settled now
and foir aye, where the seat of govern-
ment was to remain, and he would
urge on the House the necessily of
erecting new buildings in Fredericton
at a reasonable expense that would
answer all the purposes of the Legisla-
ton. He did not look nupon Maritime
Union as ‘“a consummation devoutly
to be wished.” He did not believe
that such a Union as lad been advo-
cated and proposed would ever take
place—at all evenis not within the
lifetime of the honorable members
present. He quite agreed with Mr
Black that eeonomy in every possible
way was a desideratum in any govern-
ment. Bat if a country were never to
go in debt for the constrnction of in-
dustrial avenues and thoroughfares for
the transport of trade it would not be
a progressive nor prosperons country.
These outlays though temporarily a
more or less serious embarassment to
the finances of a country paid well in
the end. A proper and reasonable con-
siderationof the future of a conutry was
truc economy and a debt is well in-
curred that has this for its object. Mr
Black bhad given expressions ot sorrow
becanse the leader of the Opposition
had agreed with him in defending the
inglienable rights ot Fredericton. Mr
Blair would not be compelled to go
back on his economising strictures of
last winter—that was all past and for-
gotten. On account of his (Mr Fraser’s)
labors in connection with the late dis-
aster and the opening, he had had no
opportunity to make preparation for the
capital campaign, but therc was such
fratermty now existing between him-
self and colleague that they might ex-
pect a resurrection Qf Dcmosthenes
when Mr Blair rose upon the great
question. He differed with the Hon
gentleman who had preceded him about
the state of the provincial exchequer
there was a good deal of revenue de-
rived from lumber that bad not been
collected, but was available, there was
a reserve of something like $92,000,
and 80 cents per capita due from the
Dominion Government, which would
give 850,000 surplus over all that may
properly be called liabilities. Ile dit-
fered with Mr Black to the extent of
some $50,000 on Railway statistics.

There were many exceplional ex-
penditures that should be considered

financial policy. During the past year
,000 were given to the sufferers in
8t. John, $30,000 for school houses, and
the debentures had been reduced some
$40,000, all of whioh came out of or-
dinary revenue. When the valuation
of the Eastern Extension was finished
the amount due would be paid. He
thought every penny due of that $150,-
000 would be handed over to the
provincial government and a saving of
$3,000 per annum would be effected
when the Tracadie Lazaretto was taken
oft their hands. New Brunswick is able
with prudence ou the part of her rulers
to carry on her ownaffairs, but though
the Government arc able to erect
public buildings at Fredericton they
are not able to doin St John. The
question must now be definitely settled,
because while ever there was specala-
tion as to the permanency of Meric;dn
as the, seat ot .Goyer L, another
agimlt{)‘n lﬁig’httﬁgeﬁﬁéﬁ%ﬁ’ét Johh,
and property would remain in g very|
precarious _ condition ~in this " city
The place they were now in was very
pleasant, he had takew more solid com-
fort'since the beginning ‘of the present
sessiolf than duting all'the time he had
been compelled to remain in the
wretched old shanties that had served
the purposes of Parliament buildings
for s0 many years, and it the St John
people who, now that failure to foist a
debt of half a million apon the country
is anti¢ipated, are vigorously exercised
in vengefully doing all in their power
to keep Fredericton fiom having decent
buildings, were.to take a walk through
the old buildings they would think so
too. If the amendment were carried,
it would leave things just as they were
on the morning after the fire, &nd Le
entreated them if they possessed a par-
ticle of regard for their health not to
support it.

he Legislative Council was an inde-
pendent branch of the Legislature who
could only be removed through the
voice of the people,and it was necessary
to make consideration for them., He
thought that the feeling of the House
was that suitable huildings at a reason-
able expense should be provided—he
did not belieye that they. would -be
willing to leave the subject open for
another agitation from St John and its
representatives.

MR. ELDER

with a large scrap book containing vol-
uminous notes and extracts rose slowly
to his feet. - He felt at a great disadvan-
tage in speaking on this occasion as
neither amendment: noy resolation ex-
pressed_his views and the rules-of 'the
House preventéd him froni doingother-
Wise - than .spesking . mpon the - text
prescribed for him. He Taid the
opinions of the Hen: member from
Gloucester as to the result ot his imper-
fect knowledge of St. John and sug-
gested that his intimacy and acquain-
taince with that city was about on a
par with that expressed bE a certain’
well informed gentlemanwho upon hav-'
ing his geographical proficiency tested
was asked if he had ever gune,

#d 0 see the Government come outso flat

—

possible to induce the Common Council
to vote a paltry $3000 for an exhibition
building on account of this same spirit
of economy. The annual expenses of
bringing cases to Fredericton would be
found no inctotlsidernble item, he was

surprised that” the learned Attorney
General had ignored this question. He
had known a,gse' where $1200 expenses

were paid foF witnésses alone. 'The
people of St John were neither robbers
nor malefacfer$ but they recognized the
fact that justica was higher than senti-
ment, generosity .or charity.

Mr Elder was disposed to ecriticize
the utterances of Judge Steadman,
aud claimed that he had represented
Fredericton &3 a sort of modern city of
refuge from fAmportunate creditors.
With the exeeption of this criticism

oftered. the sirong movements
Itlmt- hug% place among the
awyers of no- one. pretended
I 1 doyh o one proande
had characterized them ss

aims. e STAr

ettifoggers

and most worthless vagabonds, bnt
suchgavas not the case. The same paper

hm%r Iso éﬁ: need— -

“York fo-daj wenlth is. incompatabl
ahead of St J and ‘her pgpulltiog" mus);
number fully 35800 people. #*redericton is

the nucleus of thrivin, rtion of New
Brunswick. The vast Iunfbetl)'o ons of the
Miramichi are nearer her, the wide tracts of
the Railroad Co.’8 Lands are closer at hand,
and the bulk of the Crown Lands are nearer
to her than to anp/other city—except Wood-
stock, which ds fioba city. It is in those lum-
ber regions, it isglong the banks of the St.
John that the fatyg#é-workshop of New Bruns-
wick is to be. T is not far when a rail-
road will unite ramichi Valley with

Frederieton and W open all the wealth of
lumber and far: lands along its banks.”
It seemed odd to him that York

which was so far aheadin moral tone
and intelligence, and a flourishing
centreof trade,should be annihilated by
the change. He would assure all pre-
sent that counscious of the right and
equity of her tion, St. John would never
rest until her claims were recognized and that
agitation which now existed, and had its
commencement in Governor Carleton’s time,
would never cease until success crowned the
effort. ]
MR. BARBARIE

would unqualifidly go for repairing the old
buildings, no matter where they were. He
thought that a question of this kind should only
be decided by direct appeal to the opinion of
the constituencies. At the polls last election
tho great cry had been retrenchment, and that
was the ticket which had carried many in,
among others his colleague on hisleft. (great
laughter) who had gone back on their promises
ina most shameful manner. Retrerchment
was necessary in every department of the pub-
lic service, He had listened to the remarks of
the Attorney General, and was greatly surpris-

footed _at
Itke a bait 2 -4
He hoped the Attorney General’s predictions
and anticipations relative to shortly obtaining
satisfaction with regard to the Dominion claims
would be realized, but he, (Mr. Barbarie) never
expected to see a yorker of it. He wished to
congratulate the member from Westmorland,
upon the able manner in which he expressed
what he, (Mr. Barbarie) believed to the
general opinion of the people. He would favor

this time. It looked coznsicjerably
i R SR =

a debt of honor, and she had recently,
with the exeeption of what:vas involv-

every cent of her floated indebtedness.
The possession of the seat of Govern-
ment by St. John he did not imagine
would produce any influence upon
trade and commerce of that city and
removal from the present site would
not entail ruin to Fredericton. When
the troops were withdrawn from Fred-
ericton, the utter commercial collapse
of the city was anticipated and he be-
lieved that the removal of a regiment
of soldiers and the money thereby in
circulation was a inore powerful change
than the removal of a few legislators
who infested Fredericton but a few
months in the year. 1f the House of
Assembly were held in St. John, the
expenses of an official reporter would
be saved and the Province would have:
an opportunity of seeing just what their
legislators were doing—verbatim.

He belicved the subject would be the
rally cry in the next general election,
when the press would have had an op-
gortunity of showing the claims of St.
ohn to the seat of Government.

MR. HANNINGTON

followed. He felt rejoiced to see the
discussion of this great question carried
forward on ngn party lines. ° The pre-
ceding speeches ‘had been made by
parties who were locally concerned in
the seat of Government question. He
was glad to have an opportunity repre-
senting a constituency outside of thoge
more intimately concerned, of express-
ing his opinion on' the subject at issue.
kHe thonghtthat the representatives of
St. John had very much misrepresented
the observations made by the Attor-

ney General the day before. No
man who knew the Attorney
General believed him c¢apable of

throwing reproach at St. John be-
cause she was once the recipient of
charity. What he had understood the
Attorney General to mean was that St.
John having been once in a position of
embarassment, shouldbe able to sympa-
thise with Fredericton against efforts
that had been put forth to deprive her

held for so long. He thought the scheme
of removal had been sufficiently agitat-
ed through the press already—too much
8o. Every one knew the influence that
the press in large cities possess npon
the opinions of the people, and he be-
lieved had the press viewed the situa-
tian from a provincial stand point, the
agitation would not have assumed the
violent proportions that had been mani
fested during the last fortnight.

There was nothing to have prevented
the Lonorable members from St John
from putting forth a resolution that
would have made the question of re-
moval a ‘“square” one. But they had
admitted it was impossible for them
to carry theday. While it wasright
that the people of the Province should
have a chance to express their views
upon a subjeet which, irrespective of
party, was of such great importance, he

through Algebra. He replied that hej
thought he had passed through on &
stage coach.

The Attorney General had thrown
out some very crafty snggestions con-
cerning the Miramichi Railway project
that had rather changed his opinion |
with regard to the simplicity and trans- §
parency of that Hon gentleman. From |
the cheerful and entertaining pictare
the Attorney General had drawn of the
finances of z{e Province and the compe.
tence of the Government to scatter rail-
way subsidies around so flunently, he-
was induced to believe they could
almost afford to erect the buildings in
St. John. 8t John was pre-eminently
the representative city of the Province,
there was not a county in New Bruns-
wick-'that was not largely represented
in the population of that city and the §
progress of St. John was the gauge
and epitome of provincial progress.

He bad been much surprised and
pained to hear it put forth that an act
of spontaneous generosity and of relief
to the distressed must act as a barrier
to the honestand faithful consideration
of this question, and prevent St. John,
because forsooth she was once needy
and accepted that charity from Fred-
ericton which was vouchsafed in
common with christian America,
from giving expression to her natural
rights and asserting her independence.
He wished to be 'understood as influ-
enced, neitber. by wjre-pullers nor
lawless constituents. He intended {o
discuss the question from a provincial
point of view-with the object of - the
greatest good of the greatest number.
The city of St. John though represent-
ing a fair share of the - intelligence. of
the Provinee conld of herself effact but
little unless her claims were supported
by the Province at large. He contended
that St. John as the business centre of
the Province would as the capital
thereof be convenient to the majority
of the people of New Brunswick, as a
depot for legislation, It is, than
Fredericton, more convenient to
Restigorche, Gloucester, Northum
berland, Kent, Westmorland, Albert
Kings and part of Queens. Even Mr.
Beveridge who hails from Victoria, he
believed visited St. John in connection
with his extensive lumbering operations
fully as often as he did Fredericton.

It was no hardship but a great plea-

sure for himn to visit Feredericton in: his
representative capacity, and it would
be no great hardship for the members
of York to visit St. John. The only
portions of the Province who wonld be
put to positive inconvenience in coming
to St. John would be those of
Madawaska and Victoria.
The Attorney General had rightly
expressed an opinion that St. John
would ever be rife for agitation on
this subject. The people feltithat the
Seat of Goyernment sl;ﬁqld bo i “that
city, the majority will have its own
way and the change could not long be
deferred and no settlement of question
not founded on principle of right and
equity conld stand. Mr. Frazer had
made somc very curious siatements
about the probable cost of the erection
of buildings in St. John. He contended
that the materials, brick, stone, cement,
etc., could be purchased and put
together cheaper in St. John than in
Fredericton, and that if labor was
higher in St. John, than in this city,
Fredericton conld supply the laborers.
A building meeting all requirements
could be put up in St. John of sufficient
pretensions to satisfy the natives of that
place for fiftly orsixty thousand dollars!
and Fredericton has too much vitality
to be injured by the change. On what
grounds had the Atworney General
assumed that the Government would
after all be compelled to pay for the
buildings. StJohn never has repudiated,
nor dishonored her fair name by
villanous transactions of this nature.
To predict thata city which has never
yet disgraced itself willdo so in the
future, is most presnmptuous. s

He believed that for a sum amounting
to nothing like the $14,000 annually
required to keep Government house in
order, & suitable building commanding
a picturesque view of the Bay of Fundy
could be provided. Economy was all

m an estimate of the Government’s

patching up the old buildings by all means.

FRIDAY’S PROCEEDINGS.

AFTERNCON SESSION.

The debate on the :capital question
was resumed yesterday after recess.

MR WILLIS

took the floor. Agreat cry and canvass
had been made as to the ruihous effect
the change of seat of government would
have upon Fredericton. The commer-
cial prosperity of any locality did not
depend upon the location of government
headquarters. Fredericton possessed
many advantages not held by other
parts of the Province and her position
as the centre and market of a prosperous
farming country would not be effected
the removal of a few legislators for a
few weeks in the year. The capital
question had been brought up totally at
variance with his expectations. It was
a government question and should have
been dealt with by the Executive, and
if 8 faction were created in that body
thereby, the minority should resign and
take their seats onthe floor of the House.
The resolution was a_ most cunningly
devised paragraph and rcflected much
credit upon its mover, but he would
like to have seen some statistics in that
document. Itwasdeplorablyindefinite.
He would support the amendment be-
cause the inevitable could not long be
held at arm’s lengtn. St John would
sametime possess her rights, and the
ex ftureon buildings in Fredericton
shotild'be of a character having that fn
view.

For this parpose he would not agree
to give a cent more than $5,000. The
appraisement on the damages- after the
fire on the whole building had been
$3,775, and the amount was considered
a liberal one, so that $5,000 he thought
would certainly be sufficient to place
the building in its original condition.
In the propositions which had b.en put
forth on the part of St. John, it had al-
ways been considered that the building
to be erected for legislative purposes
was also to include all departmental
and contingent offices, and that no ad-
ditional expense would be incurred in
this way. An argument in consider-
ation of the expense of putting up
buildings at St. John had been the cost
of excavating. There was no force
whatever inthe remark. Whiletherock
afforded a fonndation that Fredericton
could not provide, it was also true that
the excavating could be done free of
charge, indeced he had known cases
where parties bad paid for that privi-
lege. 'The Attorney-General estitnates
concerning the cost negative and posi-
tive of removal might be figures of
specch, but they were not figures of

finance. The statement had been made
and repeated that St. John was
not able to fulfil her promises. St.
John was a city that had

the rage in St John, it was almost im-

never show a disposition to repudiate

thought that they had precedent for the
present mode of procedure, by a glance
lat the action in connection with the
agitation for removal that had taken
place in 1858, when ajcommittee was
appointed to investigate into the feasi-
bility of the project, and the subject
decided without the Execcutive as a
body being concerned at all.

It was not governments that were
inevitably subject to change, that should
decide a subject that would affect the
permanent welfare of the Province.

IIe honored the members from” the
city ard connty of St."Johh for their
allegiance to the cause of their constitu-
ency, because whatever might be its
character from an ethical point of view
there was no doubtbut that the peonle’s
representatives should represent the
people’s opinions. They were true rep-
resentatives of the people, and he be-
lieved his views were those of the con-
stitutency he represented.

He read extracts from the journals of
1859, showing the mode of procedure
of the Government then, when the re-
moval scheme had been agitated. A
committee had been appointed,who up-
on examination reported that the
change could not be effectod for less

Ethan £41,000, and might be expected to

cost in the vicinity of £60,000. He con-
tended that notwithstanding labor sav-

ring machinery, the cost of building

would bé as much now as then. The

plain style of architecture used in those

days would not be suitable for parlia-

ment buildings now. .Thepeople of St.

John wauld pot ‘be’ satisfied with a

structure that did not come up to the

age and they couldn’t be blamed for it.

Thecostof puttingup suitable buildings

now would cost more than ‘in 1858—in

his opinion three or four hundred

thousand would not be an extravagant
estimate. Mr Willis had endeavored to

prove that the removal of the govern-

mental headqunarters would not be dis-

astrous to Fredericton. But it must be
remembered that Fredericton and the
country around it had grown up on the
direct or indirect revenues resulting
from the scat of government being here
and though to St John, with its great
shipping and lumbering Lives of trade,

the accession of such revenues would

be but an inconsequence, he believed

tbat it would be the deathblow of Fred-
ericton.

The prosperity and rapid growth of
Moncton was the result of the large

number of public offices it contained,

and the present depression in that city

was the result o! a withdrawal of a por-
tion of these offices. The reason St

John was depressed and the people

clamorous for the initiation of prosper-

ity by the change of seat of government
was sentiment—the outgrowth of the

destruction of surplus capital. Senti-

ment was the main spring of a people.

He claimed that the chief reason for

the motive ot the late agitation was

because that ere the fires that destroyed

the Parliament building were cool the

the press had taken up the cry, fanned

the smouldering embers of 18358, and

produced in great part the late excite-

ment. The trath of this was shown i
the fact that St John city was fraught
with a determination to be the seat of
Government ; the County looked on the

matter with comparative indifference.

There was just as much excitement
exhibited in 1848 and 1858 which

subsided whenever it was shown that
the change would not be benefit
to the province, and were it not for the
distress in St. John, the people being

put to their wit's end to face the waves
of financial panic,the sentiment «f 1858
would not have been resuscitated and

would be considered a myth.  The peo-
ple of St. John are of the most excil-
able nature. Politiciaus who had been

elected at the head of the polls had been
a few months later burned in effigy and
then re-elected shortly afterwards.
He did not wish this to be cousidered
as an allusion to the unstable or unre-
liable character of St. John, but to
point out a fact as it exists, :I‘he
Capital in countries under Responsible
Goverament was not placed in the lar-
ger cities on account of the powerful in-
fluences of the press in upholding the
claims of the city against the country
at large, and this was a great reason

why the governments should not be re-

cd in operations in progress, paid off

of the rghts and advantages she had [T

moved to St. John. He considered
that the lawyersawho éame from afar
to the court were able to transact thei
business with more justice to theii
clients when they were remote from
the solicitations of contingent clients.
There was more justice in the cry raised
22 years age concerning the distance
representations were forced to travel to
rea ch the seat ot Government, but the
age of stage coaches liad passed away
and a few hours time onc way or the
other was of little consequence. Some
of the previous speakers had spoken of
the mention of the Miramichi Valley
Railroad by the Attorney General as
an attempt to throw dust in the cyes of
the members from the North Shore.
It ‘was eter the case with pew projects
that they Wero ridiculed, and he firmly
ibelieved that that. railway - wonld ~yet
be_establighed and that private emter-
prise would have done so before this
had not prostration of trade put it out.
of their power to do so.
He was pained to sce the position
taken by the S8tJohn papers in reference
to the remagkg of Judge Watmore at the
Kent Circait'@ourt. He had reason to
believe that that gentleman had been
misreported. Ifsuch were the case the
attitude of the prees was greatly to be
deplored. A strong canvass adyvanced
why St Jahn should'be the capital was
in the event of Maritime Union taking
place- but those who advocated the
change on that account might rest
assured that Halifax would never agtee
to the scat of Government being estab-
lished at 8§’ Joha.

till

The deBate (Ken adjourned

7.30 p. m.

E7VENING SESSION.

_Hannington resumed at 7.30. He would address
himself to the resolution. As it f’nd been admitted even
by a member from St. John, that to remove the seat of
Government was an impossibility, the question to con-
sider then was, grovision Jornew buildings. The ques-
tion was between new buildings and repairing the old
ones. If he thought the old bulldings could be convert-
ed into suitable buildings, he would not favor the erec-
tionofa new structuré. But it was visibly impossible
to rear such a building as was desired, upon the found-
ations of the old one. At any rate $5000 the sum name-
and with which the Hon. gentleman from St. John
would tie the hands of the Government was not sufficient
he wording of the amendment to the resolution’ was
not sausfacto?. The resolution leaves it with the
slature to fix the sum, the sum that in the wisdsm
of that body would be necessary ; it did not bind the
Government either to repairing the old or erecting the
new : 1t left them to do what was best : The amendment
tied the hands of all; and committed the Government to
erect a building on'a rotten foundation.
. Now he would discuss the New Build-
ing question. It might cost $100,000 or
it might cost $500,000. Now he was not
given to extravagance, nor any more than any Hon-
gentleman in the House would he commit the gisla
ture to a useless over-expenditure; but he would con-
tend, and could in that the busi of the Pro-
vince—all the inconsiderate preaching of economy to
the contrary—could not be carried ‘on without expense:
egitimate expense, contingent upon  the
management of public affairs. he time of thé old
building, with the men who honored it, had passed
away. Whas the rack of elements had spared, the fire
had devastatéd. But our country, no matter what some
honorable members might say, was progressing in trade
and in commerce; and in all the improvements of
modern civilization. We have short cuts to the per-
formance pf labpr, and even the houses we lived in, the
churches in which we worshipped were different from
those of even 30 years ago. "Tis true the old church,
like the old sehool house, in which we knelt to prayer
in by gone days, may be hallowed for its sacred memo-
ries, but brighter and more accommodating edifices have
supplanted the old. And ‘would this Legislature be
asked to rebuild now an old pile, that like many other
things had outlived its day? He had visited the ruins
and found there was nothing standing to which you
could attach repairs. The squared timbers were in many
places gone; these that remained were cankered and
rotten He had examined beneath the floor and found
that excavations would have to be made, at considerable
cost, in which to place heating apparats. Every office
to-day of any note was heated by air or steam: every
public building erected on modern notions of science
were properly ventilated. But suppose all this were
done with the old building—and it could #of be done
for the figures mentioned—when finished it would not
be desirable. Wood in a state of decay threw off
noxious gases, gﬂoxsonous to those who breathed them
and those who had satin the old buildings could attest
to the statement.
He was surprised to hear his Hon.-friend [Willis] pro-
pose the use of the Normal School; for turning tc tbe
record of-the timie when that Hon. gentleman was in
the Government, hefound his vote for a Normal School,
and model departments. Since we had this system, and
the law of the land, we were bound to sustain it, and
preserve the bnilding to the use for which it was intend-
e

[Sound and good: equally as unsound and bad to
sEpen]k of using the buildng fora Legislative building.
D.
The Hon- member [Willis] had complained that the
children of Fredericton received their tuition in ilie
Normal Schools free; but the children in the institution
were a necessary part of the machinery ; and so the
argument lost force.
And again as to the building: he was not wedded to
the plans accepted by the Government. The House
was yet open to vote just what it plcased; and its past
action was merely on the recommendation of the House
He would not say thata cheaper building would not be
desirable: however; according to the resolution, this
matter would be with the house.
The question next was, 7s tkeprovince in a condition
to erect Parliament Buildings? He would consider
this question. He would leave out the fact that our
styles of architecture improve every day; and that
a member would not sit in the old building without risk-
ing hislife. He would discuss our ability to build. ' The
indebtedness of the province is not so alarming as some
Hon gentlemen would have us bélieve. e boded
debt was $527,000, buk the debt of the city of St. John
was $1,600,000, yet the frovince was not able to put
up a building ; but St. Fokuwasin a position to offer
lands as agift, aud producea
nor in their gemevosity! !! .
In the face of this who would ‘tell us. we :could; not
build? When the revenues of this. Province’ were but
$20,000, a building Was erected, and for whom? Not
for the brief hour of those who gave the bnilding, but
for us ; just as we now should put up a building, not
more for ourselves, than for those who will follow us.
To return to St. John: Indebtness while not always
a sign of a country’s progress, might, nevertheless, be a
reat factor in it. ere to-day would St, Johm be,
ut that she had credit enough to incur $1,5000,000 of a
debt. She would be prostrate, and never could have
risen from her ashes. But he was not gloating over her
embarrassed condition : far otherwise. In that city he
had many ties, brothers, friends, and other interests 5

residence for the Gover-

Turning again to the Province : let her meet all her
railroad obligations, and her debt would reach $1,200,-
000. Or 4.49 centsa head; to this for new buildings at
$80,000, aGd 32 cents and you get $4.72; but the debt
of St. John was FIFTY-TWO DOLLARS PER HEAD, The
cost of repairs of the Court House in Westmorland was
40 cents per head, but the people did not grumble at it,

As to St. John: were the seat removed, would new
buildings not be required there. None would answer
in the negative : and since new buildings would be re-
quired would they need no repairs there: was there such
asympathy between the elements of St. John, and the
buildings put up there, that the former spared the latter?
The arguments that the change would cost so little, is a
myth. What says my Hon. friend [Willis] from St.
John about “ change ?”
what change meant?

i Aog,\ms : O yes, he proves such an adept in his man-

ood.

WiLL1s, turning to*Adams. You and I have serw
in the same School [laughuer.] -
Hannington The other, the fluent and
philosophical member from St. John, had thrown
sentiment overboard, and established himself on equity
and right.  What equity? or what right? The right
and the equity were on the side of Fredericton; and
that sentiment he deprecated wasas great a power in
human action, as any other: He founded his sentiment,
if the Hon, member from St. John, would call it that
on that code of ethics he had so eloquemly—thougl;
so impractically—propounded. He would ask the other
Hon. member from St. John,if he would leave his library
if valuable as the provincial library is, and possessing
moderate means, at the risk of fire to which ours is ex.
posed. He would not: then why not regulate our con-
duct towards a public matter, just as we would in private
and personal concerns? Let the Hon. gentleman
answer.

He never knew from a boy

As to our prospects, he had no doubt but they
are cheenn%. Times had changed and ‘that change
was for the better: we had the best of grounds for ex-

cting an amicable settlement of our demands from the
ominion Government. He would re at, that while
he thought no watchword should be first to economy,
that the public service could not be maintained without
expense. He thonght there was no more sacred duty
than guarding the peoples interests, and when he came
again before his noble county, torender an account of
his works, he would do sa feeling that their intetests were
his interests, and that this been, since he first en-
joyed their canfidence hisWighest aim. The Hon.
gentleman then rebuked an unscrupulous

John paper for saying the tenders had been
down to favar the erection of new buildings here.

said the statement was untrue. [But this was super-
fluous inasmguch asit was the Su» that made it,

St
ut
€

journed till 3 to-morrow.

and now in his opinion gave the real cause of that city’s | 1

_ He referred in pointed and eloquent terms to the in-
justice the removal would be to Fredericton, and quot-
ed the words of the St. John bers, that the chang
would be of little benefit to St. John. From looking
all through the case, discussing it from every point, he
could see no argument in favor of St. John. [Great
Applau§e.

" Our Ottawa Letter,

To the Editor of the Star.

SiR,—The sudden death of the Hon. Luther
Hamilton Holton, M. P. for Chateauguay,
which occured yesterday morning at the Russel
House, will have been made known to you by
telegraph eré this. It is needless to say that
the sad*intelligence was a shock to all who
heard it Sunday morning, he having been 1n his
usual health the day and night previous and in

cempany with many-up-to quitee-late hots, on
Saturddy night- ’ﬁ]e%ﬂhgﬁe féwmey
are always brief in such cases. He attended a
dinner at the Club on Satwiday might and came
to the Russell about 11 o’clock, smoked a
cigar and chatted pleasantly with some friends
until: about 12, When e wént to his'rdoms. At
half-past one he summoned the night watchman
requested him to send for a doctor and com-
plained of being veryill. Dr. Grant was teles
phoned for. Hon. I. Burpee, Sir A. G.
Smith :mc]l‘ otl:_ters came to his bedside but he
never spoke after and- the dgetor arrived
he waslt)floend. tvl;er, hq # a

When the House miet this p: nit, a ieneral
gloom seemed to pervade it.  Sir John A.
McDonald spoke first and in a very feeling
manner referred to the great gap that had o
suddenly been made in tireir idst by the death
of one so genefally and deservedl§ beloved as
the late member for Chateauguay; but I can-
not quote his words, they were rather indis-
tinct in the gallery.  But actions speak more
forcibly than words and when I tell you that
the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie utterly broke down
before he had well begun to speak and that
tears were in the eyes of many of the members
during Sit John’s speech, you can well undere
stand the estimation in which the deceased was
held by both sides of the House and the sincere
sorrow felt by all for his loss. The Housead-
Chatea i
a strong Liberal constituency of coursus‘:‘ {m
will be returned, and it is said that the son of
Mr. Holton would have no difficulty whatever
in being elected.  The writs will issued ime
mediately and before the prorogation of the
House the vacant seat will be tiled. The

vacant place will long remain unfilled.

Two hundred and twelye petitions have beeu

presented, and seventy-eight Bills introduced
into the House so far.
count eight providing for the incorportion ot as
many new Railway Companies, and five for
new Telegraph and Cable Companies not in-
cluding the extension of the Direet, United
States Cable Company to Canada. This looks
like business.

Among the latter I

The ““wife’s sister Bill” as it is now known

here, is turning out like the snow ball, (no re-
ference to Northumberland meant).
very small, but is accumulating vaster propors
tions -as it is moves along; and now
Girouard is beginning to find it almost tco
much to roll.
will succeed in rolling it throuh the *Com-
mons,” bnt the opinion is that he will get stuck
at the *“ Senate.”
of Lords,” will be follow:
body. ~Anyway, ideas are pretty well mixed
regarding the question, and our local dailies
here, in addition to communications upon this
subject filling their columns, some of them
going so far as to criticise and correct the
biblical questions of His Lordship the Bishop
of Ontario—are getting their readers mixed
over column after column of puzzles.

It began
r.

It is more than probable that he

The example of the * House
by that A

Bichard M. P. for Iberville, has motion in

the paper to curtail expenses by reducing the
members indemnity, and salaries of all public
functionaries from the Goverdor General down.
As Mr. B.—although a Liberal, is not atall re-
markable for liberality where the ‘almighty
dollar ” is concerned: his notice is too trans-
parent.
young memberand quite g wagat’that, has
given notice that when Bechards bill is taken
up in Committee, certain changes be made in
some clauses which will make the Bill read and
apply only to the constituency and the person
of Mr. Bichard himself. A good deal of amuse-
ment has been furnished. by this * notice of
motion” of Landry’s; but if it is a joke, it is

Landry M. P. for Montmagny, a

not more of a joke or more insincere than the

motion that called it forth. Both sides know

that if Bichard had the remotest idea that his
Bill would carry, it would’never be introduced

by him.

Ottawa, March 16th, 1880,
Towm.

P. 8.—1I send you the following tables—they
May not prove uninteresting :

Nuuuber 6f werkmen employed in the work-
shops of-the Intercolonigl at dates m'e‘:tioned.

—

1ST DAY OF OCTOBER, 1878.

Monoton, N. S.eeesceccessessseseosssss887
Campbellton, N. S.,.cceeepenccacaccss 50
Richmond; N. S.cceecscosscorocsiocce 88
Workshops Pro. Quebec,.csesevsesees 66

1ST DAY DECEMBER, 1878,

Moncton, N. 8. jceccesscocvesssssssesss§00
Campbeliton, N. 8.yecvc0e.ee
Richmond, N. S.,ccecseccccsscisecccccs 9§
‘Workshops, P. Q.ececcccccceecsesces 68

18T DAY FEBRUARY, 1880.

Mongton, N. 8.,:ccccaveecscyee
Campbeliton, N. S
Richmond; N, S..
Workshops, P. Q.,

Quantities of sugar entered at the ports of
entry of the Dominion for the 6 months end-
ing in 1st January 1880, and for same period of

e

depression. It was the fifteen millions of property that

the morning after the fire, lay inp rﬁ?nsy and 1679 1550

Sshes, thﬁat »\éas Jtl}x]e cauls;. But for this Ibs. Ibs.
isastrous fire, t. John would now be  the seat io.

of those manufactories springing up elsewhere. She oggec’ ?g:gg:g;g 42'&:8}}

cannot now. eszal'gllsl"x Sugar Refineries, because she has ova S(,: ti :

not the capital—it disappeared in the flames. With all b 5'817'@7 14.239,716

this he had no doubt but on examination it would be N.B., 3,945,652 2,228.719

found, that St. John had assets to more than meet her Manitoba, 378,603 16.979

liabilities. [She is not yet rich enough, however, to be | B. Columbia, 771,698 495,758

generous.—ED. Prince Ed. Island 515.410 349,646

Y
Quantities of teas of all kinds imported from
United States in each of the Provinces of the
Dominion since 14th March 1879, up to Feb, 1at
1880, on: which an additional duty of 10 per
cent. has been collected.

There were few public corporations in the Province that Quantity Value Duty,
did t}l:ey nelc:?e“' wciu]d hesitate abc};lut building what $ e
some honoral entlemen now say-the province is un- .
able to build.  [Took at our City Hall here, put up by | ODI8rio, 1,043,006 1bs. 220304  76,041.22
the City. It cries shame on the Province that would Quebee, 1 825,898 164.606 56.982.67
refuse to provide itself with as good a building. Ep.]| Nova Scotia,  77.440 16.330 4.833,78
It had been said that the Board of Works office was | N. B., 84,832 18,851 5,430.93
not accessible, but that statement lacked proof. He Manitoba, 31,386 5’,931 1:882(5
bore cheerful and truthful testimony to the care and British Col 33,113 11,755 7
watchfulness of the Chief Commissioner, and driving out P. E. Isl d 32' Y 2,649,080
the Marsh Road of St. John, the city whence this ob- | * * ** i 5362 6,762 1,950,16
jection comes, he felt that St. John was well cared for.
[(Why the Swur, a few days ago, actually Total 2,128,037 453,579 149,669.84.
abused the Government for grantin sz
so much money to Mr. Elder to expend on this Marsﬁ e —————
Road. Eb.] Errata.

In yesterday’s ‘“extra” Mr. Barbarie was
reported to have mentioned Mr. Kenny as his
‘‘infamous colleague.” The word “in :amous’
was not uttered by Mr. Barbarie, and Iam at

loss to know how the mistake originated. Mr.
Barbaries remarks were rather playful than
otherwise and _the error wasa very un-
fortunate one—REPORTER.

Carnival.

Mr. Estey is to have his big Calico Carniva

on the 29th. He offers suitable prizes for the
best conceptions of character—male and

female.

Rewival.

A great revival work is going on now in
connection with the Methodist Church of

Marysville—Rev. W. W. Brewer, pastor,
In three week night prayer meetings forty
persons have been converted.

e ——————
Advertisement.

A choice lot of domestic TINWARE, Kitchen
Furnishing Goods, for sale very low atJ. & J-
O’Brien’s Tinshop, corner Queen and Carleton
Streets. Globes and Gasburners of the most
approved styles to be disposed of at * Rock-
Bottom ” prices, Messrs. .. € J. O’Brien are
prepared to do all manner of Gas-fitting and

t. | Piping for Gas, Water and Steam, at reason-

able rates. Gas Pendants, Chandeliers, &c.,
at remarkably low pricesat J. & J. O’Brien’s.
Dec. 27.--tf.




