Government exists in
order to ensure the
greatest happiness to the
greatest number.
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Trealy Between Britain

and Ireland

Fuil Text of the Terms of a History-Making
State Document

ARTICLES OF TH

b 404
Cilsil

ted “A Treaty between Great Britain and Irecland,”

nt siened at 10, Downing-street, is given

mally
ext of the agiecmc
belovw..
Ti.c Treaty has stiil t
ritish Parliament has ratified it.

i The

se annroved by the Dail Eireann.

o
o

B
Undar its terms Ireland becemes a Free Statc within the British

Empire, with the same status as Canada.

The naval defence of Ireland will be undertaken for

1.e five
At the end of that time this clause will be

years
sole!; by the Eritish Navy
Irela:

1d undertaking a share in her own coastal

revised with a view to
defencc.

The Irish Army will be limited, as compared with the British, to
the same propertion that Ireland’s population bears to Great Britain’s.

Vi -mhers of the Irish i'ree State Parliament will swear allegiance
tc the Consiitution ¢f the Frec State and fidelity to George V. and)
ki~ successors. ‘

Ulste g choice to enter the Fra» State or to keep’
hcy precent status under the Act of 1920.

frec

e

2 a

The Free State undertakes a share of the National Debt of the
United Kingdont.
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E AGREEMENT

The following is the full text of the

Agreement . —

1.—lreland shall

stitutional

have the same con
iz the Community
Nations known as the British Em-
pire as the Dominion of Canada, the

status

of

minion New Zealand, and the

Union of South Africa, with a Parlia-

of

ment having powers to make laws for State

Joxecutive

an.

aad an
rar’

kne

Ireland
responsibbe
styled
Free State.
2.—Subject

inafter set

ment of

to tht ) T R

shall be and W1 the

Irish
to

the provisions here-
the position of
Irish Free State in relation to the Im-
perial Parliament and
and ctherwise shell be that of
of Canada, ang the
and corstitutional
the relationship .. of the
Crown- or -the-pep: esentation of th
€rown and of the Imperial Parlia-
to the Dominion of Canada
cshall govern their relationship to the
Irish Frece State.

out,

|
Dominion

practice usage

governing

nmcn

|
1

DAVID LLOYD GEORGE

THE GATH
I
| 3.—The representative of the
Crown in Ireland shall be. appointed
{in like manner as the Governor-Gen-
|m'ul of Canada, in
\with the practice cbserved
making of such appointments.
4 —The oath to Le taken . by Mem-
bers of the Parliamment of the Irish
Free State shall be in the ‘following
form:—

and

in the

L. do solemnly swear .true
faith and allegiance to the Constitu-
tion of the Irish Free State as by law
established, and that I will be faithful
to H.M. King George V., his heirs
and suceessors by law, in virtue of
the common citizenship of Ireland
withG reat Britain and her adherence
to and membership of the group of
nations forming tlie British Common-
wealth of Nations.

NATIONAL DEE

5—The Irish Free State shall as-
sume liabality for the service of the
Public Debt of the United Kingdom
and

as existing at the date hereof
towards the payment of war pen-
sions as existing at that date, in such
proportions as may be fair and equit-
able, having regard to any just claims
on the part of Ireland by way of set-
off or counter-claim, the amount of
de-
fault of agreement by the arbitration
of one or more independent persons,

such sums being determined in

being citizens of the Dbritish Einpire.

Commonwealth of Australia, the l')o-!

Government :
{
the
i
law, "

accordance

P

LORD BIRKENHEAD

IRISH SHIPS

6—Until an arrangement has been
made between the British and Irish
. Governments whereby the Irish Free
; undertakes her own coastal de-

the peace, order znd good govern- fence.

the defence by sea of Great Britain
¢nd Ireland shall be undertaken by
his Majesty's Imperial Forces, but
this shall not prevent the construc-
tion or maintenance by the Govern-
ment of the Irish Free State of
such vesscls as are mecessary for
the protection of the Revenue or
the Fisheries.
The foregoing provisions of . this
article shall be reviewed at a confer-
ence of Representatives of the British

|
‘
i
|
\
1;

o-and Irish- Governirents t0 be held at

the expiration of five years from the
date hereof, with a view to the under
taking by Ireland cf a share In her
own coastal deferce.
| 7.—The Government of the
il’;‘ee State shall afford to his
‘jesty‘s Imperial Forces:—
l (a) In time of peace harbour and
{other facilities indaicated in an Annex,
!m' such other faci.ities as may from
time to time be agreed betwee the
| British Government and the Govern-
 ment of the Irish Freet State: and

(b) In time of war or of strained
!rclations with a [‘oreign Power, such
{ harbour facilities the
| British Government may require for
tthe purpose of such defence as afore-

Irish
Ma-

and other as

| said.

- IRISH ARMY
|

8§—With a view tc securing the ob-
servance of the piinciple of interna-
| tional limitation cf armaments, if the
"Governmeut of the Irish Free State
;estublishes and 'maintains a military
| defence the establishments
thereof shall not exceed in size such
i proportion of the military establish-
!ments maintained in Great Britain as
that which the ponulation of Ireland
bears to the pepulation of Great
Britain.

9—The ports of Great Britain and
the Irish Free State shall be freely
open to the ships cf the other coun-
'tr_\' the customary
port and otner dues.

 POLICE PENSIONS

10—The Government of the Irish
Free State agrees to pay fair com-
pensation, on terms not less favour-
able than those accorded by the Act
of 1820, to -judges. officials, members
of police forces, and other public
servants who are discharged by it or
who retire in cousequence ~of

force,

on payment of

|
|

the [

'charge of government effected in pur-
suance hereof.

Provided that tnis agreement shall
not apply to members of the Auxil-
iary Police Force or to persons re-
cruited in Great britainfor the Royal
Irish Constabulary during the two
yvears next preceding the date hereof,
The British Government will assume"
responsibility for such compensation
or pensions as may be payable to any
of these expected persons.

RONTH IN W]ll(‘HIT() MAKE HER
DECISION,

11—Until the expiration of one
month from the passing of the Act of
Farliament for the ratificaton of this
instrument, the powers of the Parlia-
ment and the Government of the Irish
Free State shall not be exercisable as
respects Northerrn Ireland, and the
provisions of the Government of Ire-
land Act, 1920, shall, so far as they
'relate to Northern Ireland, remain of
‘full force and effect, and no election
shall be held for the return of mem-!
bers to serve in thg Parliament of the
Irish Free State for constituencies in
Northern Ireland, unless a resolu-
tion is passed by Louth Houses off the
Parliament of Ncrthern Ireland in
favour of the holaing of such elec-
tions before the end of the said
month.

12.—1f bhefore the expiration of

{he said month, ap address is pre-
sented to his Majesty by beth
~Houses of Parliament of . Nowthern
Ireland to that cfieet, the powers of
the Parliament and the Government
cf the Irish Free State shall no
longer cxfend to Northern Ireland.
‘and’ the provision: of the Govern-
ment of Ireland Act, 1920 (including
,those relating to the Council of Ire-
'land) shall, so far as they relate to
Northern Ireland, continue to be of
full force and effect, and this instru-
ment shall have effect subject to the
necessary modifications. 2

l
BOUNDARY
COMMISSION

Provided that if such an address is
;Im presented a Coramission consisting
| 6i three pnersons, cne to be appointed |
by the Government of the Irish Free
State, one to be appointed by ' the
Government of Northern Ireland,
and one, who shall be chairman, to
be appointed by ihe British Govern-
ment, shall determine, in accordance
with the wishes of the inhabitants, so
far as may be comparable with eco-
nomic and geographic conditions, the
boundaries between Northern Ire-
land and the rest of Ireland, and for
the purpose of the Government ~ of
Ireland Act, 1920, and of this instru-

THE IRISH TREATY.

i

monthe from the date hereof.
18, Thie instrument shall be submitted forthwith by His
Majesty's Government forthe approval of Parliament and by
the Irish signatories to ‘s meeting summoned for the
purpose of the m elected to sit in the House of
Commons of Southern Ireland, and if spproved shall be

ratified by the necessary legislation.
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This is the peace treaty that was signed by Sinn Fein and Briu
delegates, forming the Irish Free State. If you can’t make out some of the
Sinn Fein signatures that's because you can't read Gaelic.

a1y

e
JOINT DISCUSSION |

15—At any time after the date,
hereof tha Government of Northern
Ireland and the provisional Govern-,
ment of Southern lIreland, hereinafter'
subjectT

hereof and the comstitution of.a Par-
jiament and Government of the Irish
Free State in accordance therewith,
steps shall taken forthwith for
swmmoning a mecting of Mergkers of
Parliament elected for const&?ncies
in Southern Ireland since the passing
of the Government of Ireland Act,
1920, and fur constituting a provision-
al Government, and the British Gov-

be

constituted, may meet for the purpose
of discussing the pnrovisions
to which the last foregoing article isi
to operate in the e\ent of no such 9(1-i
dress as is therein mentioned being‘“'nmem shall take the steps
presented, and these provisions may sary to transfer to such provisional
include:— Government the powers and machin-
(a) Safeguards with regard to pat- €Y requisite for the discharge of its
ronage in Northern Ireland. duties, nrovided that every member of
Safeguards wit1 regard to ‘he such provisional Government shall
collection of revenue in North- have signified in writing his or
ern Ireland. : acceptance of this instrument.
Safeguards writi regard
port and export duties
ing the trad: or industry
Northern 'Ire': nd
Safeguards for minorities
Northern irelani.
The settlemeat of the financial
relations betwe¢en Northern Ire
land and ta> 'rish Free State. ‘
The estab! shmeit and powers |
of a royal militia in Northern
Ireland and the relation of the |
Defence Force. oi Lhe Irish!
Free State and of Northern
Ireland resucctively, l
and if at any such r-eeting provisions
are agreed to, the vame chall have
effect as if they were included among

neces-

(b)

to im-
aifect-
cf

(c) But this arrangement shall not con-

tinue in force beyond the expiration
of 12 months from the date herecof.

18.—-This instrument.shall be sub-

mitted forthwith by Hix Majesty’s

l Government for the approval oi Par-

in

ment, the bountary of Northern Ire-
land shall be suck as may be deter-
mined by such Ccmmission.

3—For the purpose of the ~ last
foregoing article, the powers of the
Parliament of Southern Ireland, un-
{ der the Government of Ireland Act
1920, to elect members of the Council
of Ireland shall after the Parlia-
ment of the Irish Free State is con-
stituted be exercised t_)y that Parlia-
ment.

HOME RULE
ACT POWERS

14—After the expiration 015 the said
month, if no such address as is men-
tioned in Article 12 hereof is present
ed, the Parliament! and Government
of Northern Ireland shall continue to
exercise as respecis Northern Ireland
the powers conferred on them by the
Government of Ircland Act 1920, but
the Parliament ané Government of
the Irish Free State shall in North-
ern Ireland have in relation to mat-
ters in respect of which the Parlia-
ment of Northern Ireland has not
power to make laws under that Act
(including matters which under -the
said Act are within the jurisdiction of
the Council of Ireland), the same
powers as in the rest of Ireland, sub-
ject to such other provisions as may
be agreed in manner hereinafter ap-

pearing.

] i

T

ment

st the provisions -ntject t . which ihe
powers of the Parliamen. and Gov-
ernment of the Irisi Free State are w
be exercisable ‘n vorthern Irelausd
under Article 14 he eol.

16—Neither the P11 ament of the
Irish Free State nor the Parliamen.
of Northern Irclanl shail make 23
law so as eith v lic:-tly or indirect v
to endow any religion or prohibit
or restrict the fres exercise thereof,
or give any reference or impgse any
disability on account of religious be-
lief or religious status, or effect pre-
judically the right of any child to
attend a school! receiving public
money without attending the religi-
ous instructions a: the school, or
make any discrimination as respects
State aid between schools under the
management of different religious
denominations or ¢ivert from any
religious denomination or any educa-
tional institution eny of its property
except for public utility purposes an
on payment of ccmpensation.

TRANSITION
PEROID

Be

»

kee. ARTHUR GRIFFITH _.

-—

liament and by the Irish signntori(-sv

to a meeling summoned for the pur-
pose of {he members elected to sit
in the House of Commons, of South-
ern Ireland, and if approved shall be
ratificd by the necessary legisia-
tion.

(Signed),

On behalf of the British Delegation,
D. Lloyd George,
Austen Chamberlain,
Birkenhead,
Winston S. Churchill,
L. Worthington-Evans, *
Hamar Greenwood, e
Gordon Héwart.
On behalf of the Irish Delegation,
Art 0’Gricbhtha,
Michael (’Coilleain,

Riobard Bartun,

E. S. ’Dugain,

Seorsa Ghabhain Ul Phubhthaigh.
December 6;1921, :

Government To
Set Up

17—By way of provisional arrange

for the administration of

Southern Ireland during the interval

which wust elapse betwen the date

Provisional

i

her -



