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Presents a Serious Ques!_non
Not Easnly Solved

mne-Owners Assert That 1t Tends
to Retard the Development of the
Country. S

* (From \\'ednesdnv's Duﬂ\ )
The system so generally in vogue in

 the Yukon, that of Jetting lays on mif-
| ing claims, is pec

uliar to the countrv
the outgrowth of the

btedl ] lt ]S
R ndou y whlch obtain

bond ansi Jease contracts,

[ jn the mineral bearing districts of Brit

ish Columbia and the United States,
but . local customs and written agree-
mentq have so-modified the character of

[ iijays, " that there exists only a merep
them  and the

“hetween
furmal contract of bend and “Jease. ~ In

fact, there are no Tepal  precedents

“applicable to “tawstits;—relating-to—the

initerpretation of lay agreements either

express Or jmplied, excepting such

i precedents as— have beeQ established by
| ‘the territorial court in this judicial

distriet, - This mode .of developing.
mifting property was devised® to-meet
the stranige conditions existing here.
Most of--the claim owners, in the early
days of the camp, wére not able to near
the expenses-necessarily incident to- the

- develupment-of their propertigs, others

were not dlSposed to spend mu

in prospect work, and their groind was
Perhaps \yhany of
the conditions which occasioned the
custom, have passed away; it may be
true that this manner of developing
property has syrvived its usefulness;
but it is questionable indeed if the
time will ever come when lay agree
ments shall betorally discarded in the
Yukon.

Whether the lay system is advantage-

ous of not to the industry of mining in-

this territory is a serious guestion, and
one not easily determined.  Without
doubt the misdirected efforts of men
unskilled in ‘mining ‘who nevertheless
secured lays on valuahle property, have
retarded the development of some good
creeks, --Sulphur is perhaps the most
notable. mstance of the truth of this
assertion./ A year ago last fall innum-
erable lays were fet by the claim owners
this tributary. As a general rule
the, laymen soon became dissatisfied and
qit their ‘properties; bad reports were
and as a
result wrong ideas respecting the worth

on

 of, Sulphur properties were enterlained

by the peoplé genmerally. It is only
witnin the past six months that’ these
false impressions: have been craaicated,
and the value of the creek has been
established by the prospect and devel
opment . work eof- the claim owners

, themselves,

There are two sides to every question,

and the une in respect to lays:is . no

exception to the rute. Most of the men
who own: claims asseit that the custum
of lays operates disadvantaggously, to
the district generally. They contend

that laymen do not thoroughiy prospect |
the ground, and that they are too easily |

discouraged. When the claim has been

__ahandoned by a layman its market value

xmmelmtely decrease. . On the uther
hand, it is affirmed that innumerable

‘good ¢laims have been opened by lay-

men, aml that the system has been and
is of _incalculabie benefit to the terri.
A prominent mine owner who
does not care to be guoted ar-the reason

. that several of his properties are let on
lays said ;

i - beheve that the conditions which
gave rise to the lay custom are passing
away. I'do not favor the system for the

_.reusun that 1t does not tend. to thor

oughly prospeet virgin ground ; und the
unsuccessul «fforts of a layman too fré
quently place a false estimate ony the

S wouth “of “the property which he _has |
. abandoned

. nat let any claims on lqs "

After this mnter I shall

It is undoubtedly true that much dis
has “been occasxuned to

e AP owners’ anﬂ ‘miners by lay agree
ments; and it is a fact that the system
is losmg favor each successive season.

" Balance All. .. -
On the night of he 16th Mrs, john:
Manniug at her roadhousc 60 below on

¥

|'Bonanza, vill give'a St. Patrick’s ball|

to which the generai  public 18 invited.
A pleasam time is promised. :

On' the same occasion J. C Shafer
will givé a dance at his roadbouse on
Gold Hottom. Shafer's dances - have
been. leading social fanctions on the
creeks this winter. The landlord is a
crack violinist and’ always makes his
dances a success. Everybody is mvued
to his St. Patritk’s hall.

FORREST CONVICTED.

PRSI

(Continued froin Page 1.)

that - arly in Novembe- lie had request-
ed and had received a deck of cards
from the ‘prisoner; that about: three|
weeks afterwards, -when the Cunning-
 ham affair was published, he examined
the particular deck which lie. bad "in|
“h'tS““‘pUSSESS‘YOﬁ and—discovered that it
was marked ; that he gave thesé cards
to’ Constable Booth, and that the marks
on  them were similar to those of the
deck: against which Cunhmgham had
played.

Tom Chishdlm and Thomas Sporks.
on behalf of the defense, testified that
they had no knowledge of marked cards
having been in use‘at the Aurora; both

ham and Booth, the latter particularly,

ing criminal prosecution. Forrest le-
nied that he hal dealt with marked
cards,. and corroborated Messrs, Chis
holm and Sparks in their statements to
the effect that Boothh endeéavored to

secure a bribe; in consjderation of
which the officer agreed to drop the
| prosecution,

After the submission of the evidence,
the arguments of counsel and the in-
structions of the justiee, the jury re-
tited and within ten minutes returned
'to the courtroom with a verdict of
guilty: The prisoner will be sentenced
some-day during the present week. The
penalty provEded tor the offense of
which the prisoner has been found
guilty is imiprisonment for-a period not
exceeding three years.” A fine, accord.
ing to the statute, cannot be imposed.

The testimony deduced at the trial
reflécts-great diseredit upon Constables
Booth and Cunningham: Booth is cer
tainly a disgrace to the efficient - force
whose uniform he is permitted to wear.
Were it not for the masterly efforts and
resourceful mind of ' the crown prosecu-
tor, The #i 18 Forrest would have been
acquuled

Tomorrow the cases of the Queen vs.
Gartano, charged with receiving stolen
goods, and the Queen vs. MecBeth,
accused of stealing a dog team, will 'be
called for trial. The actions of the
Queen vs, Murphy and the Queen vy,
La Pjaut’ are set for Tuemlav. March
13th. The trial of civil cases will be
resumed - after the conclugion of Queen
vs. La Plant.  Friday, ;\chh Oth, and
| Mdnday, March 12th, will be devoted
to the hearing of motions Rkl

Taking It Easy,

. It is said that there are people now on
the trail between Bennett and this city,
‘who have been traveling for 30 days and
are yet sume distance up the river, Tt
is not that the trail is -bad that they
make such poor headway, but that they
are hauling their sleds ‘‘by band'’ and,
being well supplied with provisions,
feel that the more of the latter they eat
the less heavy will be their loads, +.

; Flre in Monroe’s Cabin.

About 7.30ociocl: last e‘emng the
departmen? responded -to ‘an’ alarm
which was occasioned by a fire in Curly
Monroe’s cabin, situated on the north
side of Fourth street, between Second
and Third avenues. The firemen were.
obliged to break in the door and win-
‘dows in order 10 play the water upon
"the blaze, and fna ﬂtue"whlle they
succeeded in: gn&m.hmoz the flames,
The cabin was not destroyed;  but thq:
‘furmshlngs were elthér bumed or in-

of them swore positivly that Canning- |

attempted to extort money by threaten-.

jureq‘ irreparably by water

stove.. When the blaze was discovered,
Mr. Monroe, the occupant, was down
{town and the cabin was locked.

" PERSONAL IENTION.

~ G E Ames is rgtmt :t ” the Paif-
Vle'

b R Re«!, ol Gold Bottom, is in
Dawson.

W. €
the Fairvi

R W Pntmson. of Bonanza ‘creek, is
visiting the city.

- Hugh McKenzie, of Hunker creek is
a visitor to the city.”

-Joe Mock -camie to Dawson from the
creeks yesterday,

Dan  McLellan recently amved i

ak is ‘among the guests at

| town from the outside,

Charles Wage and wife are’ registered‘

1at the Fairview,
Miss Celia Smith  will- Ieave for the

‘outside tomorrow.
D. A. ‘€ampbet1, from 4 ‘above upper
on-Dominion, i§ in~town:—
Park Tewell, fmm 25 Gold Run, is
spending a few days in town,
. v Chlsholm from 2
Domimon is enjoying a short vacatiun
in town,’

Sam- Stantey und wife returned yester-
day from a short' visit to Mr. bmnley 5
mining property.

Charles Worden and ‘wife arrived in |
Dawson yesterday froms the outside,
They are at the Fairview.

M. F. French and Charles Baller were
discharged yesterddy from the Good
Samaritdn hospital as convalescent.

Thomas Lloyd and Thomas Tiembley,

supérintendents at 17 Eldorado, are in
town. on business pertaining to the mipe.

e e

creek, arrived here yesterday. He wiil
return to his  properties befure the end
of the week,

Mr. E. H. Griffith will heveafter re
resent the N. A, T. & T. Co. onte
creeks. Mr. Griffith has been associat
ed with the company for some time,
but intended jeaving some days ago for
the' outside. The company, however,
has made him such #@n advantageous
offer that he has definitely decided to
remain, e
: Insolvent.

The affairs of the. Nugget Express are
in liquidation. ‘Messrs, Pattulo & Rid-
ley state thut a meeting of creditors of
the express will be called and an-as-
sighment of all assets made to an
administrator for the benefit of creditos.
In reply to several inquirivs made at
this office, we will say that the Nugget
Expréss was a separate and indegendent
}pusiness enterprise and in nowise con-
nected with the Klondike Nugget. . This
paper is in no way affected by the in.
solvency of the Nug ;.,et Express,

Notlce.

There!will be a meeting of the K. ot
. Social Ciub at MeDonald hall on
Thursday n,:ght All members are re.
guested to be present to hear the report
of the executive committee,

E. W. CLAYTON, Sec'y.

bhoff’a Cough Balsam ; sure cure.

FQR SALE OR' RENT CHEAP.

Hotel Ladue, 69 Hunker % wn “ight room
house; nestly furnished  Also _harn and dog
house-. With good paironage now- the elenn.
et

fail to/be a guod lnvanmwm ~pl

When in lown. ue Regina,
Private dmmg rooms at tne Holborn,

The most pupular house in town; the

| Fairview ; new management.

Best Canadian rye at the Reginn.

prices; — Royal Grocery. 24 ave:

lmported French penn aud mushrooms
50 cents per can. Royal Grocery, 2d
ave,

The belt blend of
oolfee N Duuou.
ave, .

The:- Holborn uu for. dehucléa.

™ uc
Royal

nd Java

Carbon puper
office.

- First Boat for No-o Wil
Steamer. W, K. Merwin, "’l
'on the Dawson witer front, mll he
first boat to leave for Nome: Clul.

accommodations so that 84 herths are |
available for first ciass passengers,
The Merwin is a staunch sea boat, 150

for the Puget sontid busi. ess, and those
who were - accustomed.to " travel on ber |
‘on ‘the Sound endorsé theMerwin as.|
thc but sea boat on the ¥ ukon nver,

The e f
was. evident!y started by an overheated |
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Talbot has rearranged the stuteroom |-

m in-de.gth, built with deep draught |
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nfe at ’Ynlun Dock,
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W, Gorbracht, m
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ZIMMERMAN & RADCLIFFE, " uhum

John Gock, # ‘miner from - American |8
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Health is Wealﬂﬂ

.‘llolN The Clab Gymuasivm. “ '

b per month entiles ycmm
all the uses nnd privileges of
the Clnh. ' Baths ?rel' 10 mems

bers, l*:mwﬂonl in l!uta. ‘
and Wrestling: : :
BERT FORD, M

3rd Avenue
C J. Dumbolton Sieac
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FIRST CLASS WORK.....

I Hunters brlnlc in your game. I will
buy sil the heads wnd
birds you have
= Upposite ﬁa-’\’ T 00.

CITY MARKET!

...NOW OP!N
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DEALERS IN

Avenue ooy

The choicest goods and the chupen R —
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