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UNION MEMBERS DISCUSS 
THE ANTI-COMBINES BILL 

AND ITS SHORTCOMINGS.

# ' #

! Cow Boy Condensed Milk
Lily Brand Safety Matches 

, Manderson’s Pickles
! “EVERY DAY” BRAND EVAPORATED MUk

©'©' ©s ■©©■>♦£© .HiOf couse, we must have aa ton.
little more to cover freight than the 
ordinary dealer, because it takes us 
a little longer to discharge the boat.

4

:< ♦
♦

Headquarters
—POK—

Motor. Boat Supplies
$ j#

For the Poor Man.
We are only going to sell to house

holders so as to give the poor man 
a chance. We may establish a Union 
in St. John’s, and as we have a rule 
not to sell to anybody who is not a 
member of the Union, any people in 
St. John’s who want to *tivail of our 
prices will have to join the Union, 
therefore it would soon follow' that 
We would have large numbers join
ing in order to buy cheap coal ; then 
where w'ould Mr. Higgins be politi
cally.

Now, Mr. Chairman, my only ob
jection to the bill is that it does not 
go far enough. 1 think it should give 
the commissioners power to get after 
the men who are found to be acting 
in contravention to the spirit of the 
Act, and I trust that the Rt. Hon. - 
introducer will do something in this 
connection.

♦
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1 4 ,
Mr. Coaker—Well, 1 think you 

should make the Act quite clear so 
that there will not be any misunder
standing about it.

Now^ as regards to combines. The 
price of fish in 1911 started* in the 
early part* of the season at $6.60 and 
fell to $5.50. When it fell É> $5.50 
we refused to Sell. IVe called upon 
the fishermen all over the country to 
hold their fish for $6.00. The fish 
went 50c. lowrer and was quoted at 
$5.00. We still refused to sell. Sub
sequently we got $6.00 for it and af
terwards it went to $6.60,

Now* the drop from $6.60 to $5.50

sell seals to three firms in this coun
try, Baine Johnston’s, Job’s and Bow- 
ring’s. No matter wliat we* believe 
seals to be worth wre must take what 
those firms off^r for them. If they 
say they are going to give $4.50 a 
quintal for seals, it is impossible to 
get more. Large profits have been 
made in the manufacturent* is.

Was Impossible.
In considering the Sealing Bill _at 

first in the F.P.Ufl, we thought it 
might be possible to establish a Com
mittee mane up of twro men from the 
Board of Trade and two from the 
Fishermen’s Union to fix the price of 
seals, which Committee would have 
the right to know the cost of manu
facturing and the profits which are 
made, but we found $hat it wTas not 
possible to do anything with the idea.

There is a monopoly in this matter. 
These men can pay what they like, 
and we are going to find that it will 
not be easy to get over the trouble. 
If you beg them hard enough, you 
may get 20 cents more, and if you 
organize a strike, as was done be
fore, you may get 50 cents more, but 
I do not want to see any more strikes 
in this country.

We are going to try to get an in
crease in the price this Spring. If 
we coax them to give an extra 25 
cents they may give it. There is not 
the slightest doubt that the seals are 
worth $5.00. At the present time 
our business men are not going to be 
anxious to give us an increase, be
cause they met some unexpected 
losses last year.
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à These are all good trade hringers.
♦ van rniCEs.
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p 4In Stock, a full supply of

1 Batteries
« 4Wholesale and Retail e♦ -II:♦:

, Spark Plugs, Spark 
Coils, Magnetos, Trouble 

Lights, Propellers,

Job’s Stores Limited ♦ 3
♦ t % ■
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*0 4•©t ♦ ©s^s© ♦©©♦©©♦© ©♦© ©♦©©♦* t{4 : a4 lifll♦000*000*000*000*CX>0000*000'*000*000*000*000 4r 4 fiMi4 4 4was agreed upon by some of the mer
chants.

ETC., ETC. Ii Stoves ! Stoves ! » :These men agreed to pay 
$5.50 and no more. That is the kind 
of thing which has existed here, and 
if you go the right way about making 
the enquiry, you will find that there 
is a combine to-day fixing the price 
of kerosene oil, biscuits and

? X 'Not tio Far Enough.

Mr. Lloyd—Mr. Chairman, I may 
say that so far as this Bill goes, I am 
fully in accord with the principle but 
to my mind it does not go far enough 
in the direction of suggesting a rem
edy, for any wrong which may be 
founfi to be in existence by trade com
binations.

It is very clear, however, from the 
remarks of the Prime Minister, that 
the Government is not at present pre
pared to find such a remedy.

Section 1 of this Bill, defines a com
bine as being an arrangement or 
agreement amongst parties, w'hich 
will have the effect of raising the 
price of articles to the detriment of 
the 'consumer. Every rise in price 
of goods is detrimental to the con
sumer.

The points raised by the hon. mem
ber, Mr. Coaker, as to whether the 
formation of the F.P.U. is not a com
bine under this act, is very debata
ble. In my opinion such an organ
ization would come' under this Bill.

44 Lowest Prices
—ON—

o. 44
A. 4 iTinware ! Tinware ! î4
* 4

also :: Gasoline, Kerosene
—AN D—

Lubricating Oils

seals.
We have received a shipment of . «

t ♦0 Salt Combine.
▲ Last year we had an example of 
O this combine work as regards salt. 
§ We arranged with a merchant here in 
4 the early part of the season to give 

' us a large quantity of salt, 
i price we quoted was $1.15 a hhd. I 

J : went North for a while, and on my 
O i return I was notified that the price 

had gone to $1.25, and that our order 
could not be.supplied at $1.15.

Well, instead of paying $1.25 whole- 
4 | sale we imported a load of salt, and 

that load of salt cost us about $1.05 
a hhd. As soon as wre commenced 

! discharging our salt the price fell 
O | from $1.25 to $1.05. Who fixed the 
9 | price at $1.25?

Kerosene, we were notified last 
Spring, would be sold at 16 and 17 
cents by dealers in St. John’s. An 

I agent of the Imperial Kerosene Oil 
| Company came down here and offered 
, it at a cent a gallon less. A couple 
! of local buyers entered into a contract 
! with them and the price of oil was 
immediately lowered.

. Combine on Gasoline.

♦ m4 mSTOVES
*$tar Stirling,” “Improved Success,” 

“Improved Standard.”

4

i •15

5 8 The
‘

0

$■5j

:
i

iWe also carry a large stock of
$ ■§ AGENTS forTin Kettles, Boats Kettles, Measures

and Funnels.
♦

New FERRO Kerosene Engines
The Standard of the World.

m
r ?

> 4
11:Local Councils and Union Stores requiring such goods

should order at once.
4 IHi♦ r viserions Losses.

It was not that the price of oil 
or seals was not high, but because 
some firms that handled the products 
that they went across went into liquid 
alien, w'itli the result that our busi
ness men met with serious losses.

I am glad to see this matter taken 
up by the Government, but they must 
go a little further. As the Hon. Lead
er of the Opposition has pointed out, 
when the Commission find on investi
gation that a combine exists, what 
are they going to do then? You must 
add a section providing some penalty 
or at least some way of dealing with 
the matter.

4i 8 DISTRIBUTORS forIFishermen’s Union 
, Trading Co., Limited

%\ if

Imperial Oil Co., Limited, Canada. *
OUR Stock is Complete-Prices Right.

INSPECTION INVI FED.

F. P. U. Included.

The F.P.U. is a body composed of 
sixteen or eighteen thousand fisher 
men, whose produce is for sale, and 
it is necessary for these men to get as 
much as they possibly can for it. If 
by agreement they can raise the price 
of their products, surely the consumer 
will have to pay that higher price, 
and that w'ould be detrimental to the 
consumer.

What then is the difference be
tween the case of those Union men 
and the coal dealers? By reason of 
the combination of the fishermen and 
of the coal dealers the consumers in 
each instance pays a higher price for 
fish and coal. Both cases come within 
the first section of this Bill.

!> * -
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mmThen there was a combine on gaso
lene. iszi

Skinner’s Monumental Art Works • There il no doubt that you would 
have lots of trouble m getting at the 
proof of these things, but they can 
be found out. The mçn who work 

i these thing are very shrewd, and 
they work in a shréwd w4y, but there 
is no doubt that the prices of the ar
ticles to which I have referred are 
fixed by combine.

It has been stated, and , I think 
truthfully, that money has been paid 
to manufacturers in order to 
them to close up their manufacturing 
plants. I have beeri told that the

’ fyi'i- •*?||ll
IA. H. Murray 1Head of Beck’s Hill - Duckworth Street St John’s, Newfoundland

Now, with regard to coal. 
Premier in his remarks stated that 
the price of coal in Sydney was $3.25. 
That is the price to a man buying a 
hundred tons. The price to large

The*r i
Bowring’s Cove.Jt

I E.2K «e ip«adealers is $3.00. A .commission of 
25c. a ton is given when the dealer 
takes 5,000 tons. It is a little high- 

get er if they take larger quantities. 
Now, we did not get the draw'back 
because we did not take 6,000 tons. 

Rennie Baking Co. receives $5,000 a 1 if we did take that amount we would

.Mr»L
mV *. , I have very little sympathy with 

the coal dealers who combine to raise 
the price of coal, but I have every 
sympathy with those who try to raise 
the price of fish. I regard the second 
section as a very necessary one for* 
the purpose of compelling the attend
ance of witnesses to give evidence on 
an enquiry into combines and mono
polies.

He Who Knows ! The Right Place
To Buy

Provisions, Groceries, 
Oats, Feeds, Wines 

and Lipors

■
, -4 vitehigHr7' i

A?’£7/?G07~TE-/V.
And know's that you are not doing 

what you should do, will in time to 
come, direct you to ‘1*20 Water Street.

GREAT SCOTT; IT’S UNCLE 

DUDLEY 

P. 0. Box 1210

1 did not know wTere to find him. 
Oh, that’s where they get the good 
fountain pens for small money. The 
home of that w'onderful Top Gyros
cope he will do for us what others 
do for themselves. Spend money, 
make money and save money by call
ing at the Overseas Novelty House, 
320 Water Street. Have a chat with 
Uncle.

If you want a nicely finished Headstone or Monument, see our stock, or 
wrnte for our Catalogue of sizes and prices, and our mail order system.

give first-class stone sockets with all stones. Bew’are of cheaper 
imitations now' in the market. First-class always. Second to none. 
First-( hiss Lettering a Specialty. Catalogue of prices sent to any ad
dress on receipt of Post Card.

m= 3 XI >Si k

É m
fpfof '

year in consideration of their not get that commission. Harvey and 
Morey get it. If we got the com
mission, our coal would cost us $4.75 ’ 
delivered to the wharf outside of 
freight. We sold for $6.80, so that 
we got $2.05 to cover freight.

Handling of Coal.
Now, the point is, as the Premier 

said, that there are a lot of inci
dental expenses in connection with 
the handling of coal which we do 
not take into consideration at all, 
but at the same time we are able to 
bring coal here and sell at $6.80 un
less it advances in price.

Firms who are engaged in the coal 
business must make a large profit in 
order to cover expenses and to live 
out of it, and it ife only right and 
'proper that a man should be able to 
live well out of his business.

hi order to help the poor people 
out, we are going next fall to try. and 
get down a couple of loads of coal, 
and we hope to be able to sell at $6.80

manufacturing biscuk. * That company 
does not manufacture biscuit. They 
did do it, but they do not do it now. I 
do no.t know what effect it would 
have on the market if they did manu
facture them, but the probabilities 
are that the price of biscuit would 
be lower than it is now'.

Two Concerns.

W
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Not Contemplated.
1 can readily understand that it is 

not contemplated to bring the F.P.U. 
under this Bill, for no Government 
w'ould interfere with an organization 
with a membership of eighteen thou
sand men.

But the operations of coal dealers, 
biscuit manufacturers and others are 
in contemplation as objects of en
quiries and investigations. It is to be 
hoped that manufacturers and others 
possessing political influence will not 
prevent the Government from mak
ing the fullest investigations, for 
such are found^to be necessary.

As the Bill now stands, if a Com
mission reported the existence of a 
combine formed for the purpose of 
restricting competition in commerce, 
the Government would be helpless to

—is at—
! STANDARD Granite and Marble Works. U

361 Duckworth Street P.J. Shea s, '

♦ The fact remains, however, that
only two concerns in the Island at

♦ x
♦ Corner George and Prince’s Sts. 

or at 314 JjjVater Street.

Outport Orders 
promptly attended to.

♦ the present time manufacture bis
cuit.

Two doors west o: City Hall.
*
4 Statements have also beenThe leading and most reliable store lit the city for 

HEADSTONES, MONUMENTS, TOMBS, ETC., In Ab

erdeen Granite of different colors. Dealer in White Si

cilian and American Marble of Best Quality—WORK
MANSHIP 'guaranteed.

tion, by letter or otherwise.

t made
to the effect that a price was paid 
to a firm who had a seal manufac
turing plant to keep that plant out 
of operation. I don’t think that the

* READ THE MAIL AND ADVOCATE
♦

t do anything, for the Prime Minister 
has said, that in such a case steps 
must be taken to find a remedy.

I am prepared to support this Bill, 
but I regret to find that the Govern
ment is not in a position to go further 
and provide a remedy such as is in 
vogue in the United States and 
Canada.
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* ADesigns sent on applica- firm is receiving the money now for 
the very simple reason that probably 
the plant is not in a condition to run 
but there was a day when they got 
$5,000 not to operate.

At the present time you can only

feu
4 . ESIH

$1
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FORGING AHEAD!

That is the position of The Mail 
and Advocate, as each issue sees 
a larger sale. What about that 
WANT ADA'T ?

IV 7

f J. McINTYRE, ProprietorL a
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Jeff’s Cousin Made a “Quiet” Arrival.— By “Bud” Fisher î n 11«Mi

:sT^T,rTC i $1
’ ( \ H6 tAUST KANE

Coin to rvde. on
THE 20t-h CENTURY.
,T COSTS^K) EXTTC^
FARJE. 1 SHOULD 
’SAN w€ WILL. 

MEET H«V\

------->
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Getting off unseen.
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