
APPENDIX.

CoPY OF AN ADDRESS OF UER MAJESTY'S CoUNcIL, IN REPLY TO CERTAIN CHARGEs

ALLEGED AGAINST THAT BODY, ACTING IN ITs LEGISLATIVE CAPACITY, BY TUE HoUsE
OF ASSEMBLY, IN AN ADDRESS TO lER MAJESTY, DATED TIIE 23D DAY OF APRIL, 1841.

To His Excellency UHENRY PRESCOTT. Esq., Companion of the Mfost Honorable
.lilitary Order of the Bath, Governor and Conmander-in-Chief in and over
the Island of Vevfoundland and its Dependencies, 4-c, 4-c. 4-c.

MAY IT PLEASE YoURI EXcELLENCY,

We, ler Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, Her Majesty's Council of Newfoundland,

having had under our consideration the various charges which the late f louse of Assembly has
alleged against us, in our legislative capacitv, and the injurious imputations wvhich that louse

has embodied in its Address to [le- Majesty, copy of which your Excellency was pleased to lay

before us, most respecifully submit to vouir Excellency a fev brief observations, in refutatioi

of those charges, and in defence of our character for honest dealing and integrity of purpose.

In the vear 1837, bnth the Council and the Assembly appealed to the Sovereign, in conse-

quence of the differences then unlappily subsisting 5 and flier Majesty having graciously talkenî

those differences into lier cansideration, it is vith niuch pain that we perceive the llouse of As-

sembly again aidvertinîg to that subject. The piinciples on which the Council proceeded on

that occasion are so fullv developed in our Address to Her Matjesty, and those principles are

so emphatically sustained by Lord Glenelg, the then Secretary of State, in his despatch of lst

of February, 1838, No. 169, that we conceive it vould be a work of supererogation in us to

trouble your Excellency in this place with any further observations in reference tiereto.

With reference to the measures which your Excellency, at different times, recommended to

the attention of the Legislature, and wliclh we are accused by the Assembly of having rejected,
we would respectfully observe, that though the subjects of those measures were recommended

to the consideration of the Legisiatutre by vour Excellency, yet the measures themselves, as

framed by the Assembly, were, if not impracticable, absolutely mischievous, and therefore they

could not receive our concurrence.

Of these four measures, the Bill prepared by the louse of Assembly, " to regulate Prison

Discipline," was, in our opinion, of an ext remely injurious character. The Assenbly proposed,
by that Bill, to withdraw frorn the Judges of the Supreme Court the supervision of lier Majes-

ty's gaols, and to transfer that superintendence to its own minembers ; thereby directly inter-

fering- with the due administration of Justice. The Bill also w'hich the Assembly prepared

" to make more perfect Statistical Returns," vas, in our opinion, both injudicious and inex pe-

dient. It proceeded on the principle that every return, even the most trifling, should be verified

by the party making it, on affidavit ; and-it was therefore highly immoral in its tendency.

With r-espect to the " Bill for making a road from Placentia to St. Johi's." we would ob-

serve, that the measure in question was proposed by your Excellency vith a view to facilitate

the transmission of the Mails over land, should the Packet be unable to make the latter port.

We'therefore devoted our earnest attention tu the subject, and it ivas only after a long and la-

borious enquiry, in the course of whiclh we were convinced of the inutility of the proposed line

of road, for the attaiument of the object in view, that we reluctantly refused our sanction to the

. undertaking ;-and, ivith respect to the Assembly's Land Bill, ve would observe, that it was

not rejected by us. It ivas, in fact, in Committee and under consideration at the lime your

Excellency:prorogued the 'Legislature. The Land Bill, introduced into the Council by l-er

Majesty's Attorney-General, wasas your Excellency is aware, prepared by;that officer in com-

:pliance with directions frorn the 'ight Hon.; the Secretary ýof State,2and we believe in strict

conformity withhis instructions.

ÂWetrust we fully vindicated oursèlves from the charge of hostility to Education in ourAd-

dress to your Excellency dated 29th January, 1840. We would therefore, here, merely point

out to tyoar Excellency that the AcademyýBill, sent-upito the Council in the pastisession. wras

ýa simple' transcript oftthose whicliwe]iad formerlyaneinded ; :and,:without the introduction of

-our-amendments, the House of IAssembIy'could inot expecttat it' wotild ,meet wvith 'our concur-

re nce.

Witlrreerence to the proviso aidded to the'Education Bill in 1938, vhièh proviso thelouse

df Assetmbly attributesto Her-Majesy's Attorney-Gener, e vould >bserve t1attlat officer

Yeitherframed nor proposed that aniendment, and'that he actually, ouihe contrai-y, opposed


