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parts of the province to assist him in redressing
the grievances under which our fishermen la-
boi'ed. le thought that they had great right
to complain, and although he did not wish at
that time to enter into a discussion of the Re-
ciprocity treaty, which no doubt conferred some
'advantages upon us, yet he could not help say-
ing that lie had always entertained a strong
opinion as to the way in which our fisheries

Ihad been 'ummarily bartered away by the
British Minister at Washington, without our
being consulted in the matter. It may have
served the ends of Foreign Diplomacy, but it
was not the way to treat the rights ire held so
dear. It could not (as he hald said) be denied
that some advantages of trade had becs deriv-
ed from that treaty, but thie immediate conse-
quence had been that while maekerel com-
smanded $20 per barrel in former tinies, they
now only brought $10. And they bail only- te
look at the prosperity in the state of Maine,
and other. states where large bounties were
given, to see the benefits the United States had
reaped from thattreaty. He did net generally
approve of thebounty system, but ho would
suggest te the fishery comamuhtee the proprity
of granting some aid to the lbank fisberies.

Mr. JosT said that this was a matter of
great importance, and well worthy the serions
consideration of the house. The fishermen
did not complain of being taxed upon goods
landed in Newfondland, but upon thoir out-
fits which are never landed, and in nmany
cases a large portion is breught back to this
province.

Mr. LOCKE said that the reason given by
the Newfoundland authorities for exating
the duty upon salt, was because their fishermen
had to pay it. le was not soe sure whether
this was thelcase or not.

lon. ATTY. GEN. read a letter from the
Custom iHouse officer at St. John, stating tlat
salt was the only article the tax was levied
upon.

Mr. LOCRE sald that the despatch referred
to salt for consunption on the Labrador coast
and could not b applicable to salt used in
curing fish to bring back to Nova Seotia. le
entirely concurred with the member for Lu-
nenburg that this tax was un just, and ho
hoped that measures would be taken to reme-
dy the grievance.

Hon. ATTY. GEN said that the Newfoundland
authorities had referred.to the confirmation of
the Imuperial authorities as to the the course
they had pursued, but it was evident that they
only referred to the abstract right of the New-
foundland Government to levy a tax upon
goods landed on the Labrailor ,coast. THe con-
sidered that tiey had no right to tax the salt
usëd by our fisiermen.

Mr.. LOCKE said that the Newfoundland
authorities did not dare to tax salt used by the
American fisherman, and lie did not think
they should b allowed to extort it from ours.

The report of Mr. Winters, Custom Holise
officers of St. Johns, was read by the Clerk.

Mr. LEVEsCoNTE said that there was ne
doubt hat our fishermen were treated with
great injustice, and:he could not see the sha-
dow of au excuse foi the course pursued by
the Newfoundland Government. These goods
wbici were taxed, were:not landed on the
coast at all, and were not, therefore, liable to
duty. They did net tax Americans at ail,
lhough they haid just as mucito levy duties

from themt as fromt our fishermen. The people
of Newfoundland paid the duty on their goods
at St. Johns, and were not caled upon to psy
twice over. He believed that the opinion of
the Crown Officers of England had never been
called to the true nature of this case-they liait
been ouly asked whether the Goverunmentbad
a right to collect from persons trading and
doing business in Labrador ipon wlat gooda
they miglt land. He considered the answer
of the Newfouimdlantd aluthorities as a mere
evasion of the question, and expressed a hope
that the su!ýect would be brouglt tothe notice
of the Secretary of State for the Colomies.

Mr. ARceInALD, (who iras hardly heard>
pointed eat tlie injustice of the tax, and .said
that we would have just as mucli riglt to- go
on board any American fishermen or any ves-
set in fact that miglht b within our borders,
and exact a dnty on everythinmg that was char-
geable. The whole question, as he understood
it, arose froin th.meaning of "importations."
The construction given to this word by the
Newfoundland government was most extra-
ordinary.

Mr. LOCtE again showed the injustice of the
tax, and said tat there was no seuse in the
excuse of Mr. Winters that these duties were
exacted from our fishermen because the people
of Nefounidland are subject to the same ta%.
Tie fact was these goods belonging to our
fishermen, oit which duties were levied do not
enter into the consumptioun of Newfoundland
at all. Our people paid duty on these bere,
and it was munfair to have tiem taxed twice.

Mr. ARCIB3ALD said that the whole diflicul-
ty would cease as soon as confederation was a
fixed fact.

Mr. KAJLBACK truisted theiHouse would not
wait until confederation took place, and ex-
pressed lis Iope that when the matter had
heen again explained to the Newfouniland
governmient they would recognise the injustice
of the exaction.

The papers wrere referred to the committeê
on the fisheries.

MILITIA PETITION.
lon. FIx. SEC. laid on -lie table the petition

of Mr. M. iKavanagl, withthlie report of the
AdjutanitGeneral thereon. From this report
it appears thtt the departmnent could. not,
withont a violation of its regulations, psy the
services rendered by Capit. KRavanagh in re-
organizing the militia in the countuy of Rich-
mond. At the same time, lhwevor, lis services
are recognized as very efficient, ad the report
considers le is entitled to some remuneration
for the labor wlhieh he bas performed.. Mr.
McDonald Iien moved that the petition bere-
ferred to ie iilitia committee, and said that
the government would obe quite ready to adôpt
the report of that committee as to the remune-
ration he shonld receive.

PETITIONS.

Mr. S. McDONNELL presenteda petition from
Inverness, for aid in opening up Big Pond,
Cheticamp, for a shelter for fishermen's boats,
and another from ithe iinhabitants of- River
Denis, nsking for a way office.,.

LUNATIC ASYLUM-REPORT, ETC.

Hon. PEO. SEC..laid on the table the annual
report of the Medical Superintendent ef lhp
Hospital for the Insane.

The reort states that, onthe firi of Janu-
ary, 186l; there were on the recerd onelundred
and forty-two patients-seventy-frve. males


