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Our Ottawa Letter

Hard Fight in the East—The Tribunals—C.N.R. Argument.
(By The Guide's Special Correspondent)

tawa, Nov. 23.—Interest at the
uoi‘t:l this week has centred in the
election eampaign, which, since nomi-
jon day on Monday last, has got

:;"::! a good start Sir Robert Borden
and several of his colleagues have been

i western Ontario. Sir Wilfrid
ll:u“l:‘lg bas remained in the capital, but
will make his first speech in ()_n!arm
here on Tuesday mext, after which he
expects to leave for Wlnm!u-g. Hon
Frank Carvell and Hon. A. K. Maclean
have made a flying trip uwp from the
Maritime provinces and have returned
They will pmh.bl) confine their efforts
to the Atlantic coast provinces, where,
according to reports reaching the eapi
tal, an old time fight very much on

rty lines is in progress. The expee-
tation entertained until a few days
before mominations, that the parties in
Nova Seotia would he able to get to
gether and practieally aveid a contest,
hay not materialized. The election of
Hon. W. 8. Fielding to his old seat of

Shelbura by acclamation ap-
rs-to be about all the get-together
eflfort the Nova Scotians were able to
sccomplish. The down east ministers
when here framkly declared that the
fight in the Maritime provinees is a
warm one. They were hopeful that the
Usionists would earry the day by a
considerable margin. Liberals, on the
other hand, assert with seeming eon-
fidence, that they will have a majority
of the 31 members sent to parliament
by New Brunswick, Nova otia had
Prisce BEdward lsland ; &

In Quebee the situation is much as
was expected. Up to date Sir Wilfrid
Laurier's fellowers, to the sumber of
13, bave been elected by acelamation,
and there are a few seats which are
sot being contested by Unionist ean

,didates. The goveranment claims that

10 Unionists will-win out in the Freach
Casadian provines. The Liberals assert
to the contrary That five Uniosists al
mest will be elected, and perhaps net
more than three. Some old campaigners
would sot he surprised te see the elec
tien sight score stand at 58 liberals to
7 wnionists, a Laurier majority of 51

The Outario Situation

There are 52 seals to be fought for
in Ostarie. Leaviag the Maritime
provinces out of consideration for the
mement and givieg Laurier 58 seats
in Quebee, the Optarie Unionists will
have to elect 67 Unionists to overcome
the Liberal majority in Quebec. Should
the opposition candidates carry 20 On
tarie seats, it is conceivable, with the
Marstime proviaces included in the
caleniation, that Easters Canada may
break fairly evea between the oppesing
foreen. In the Usnionist camp It s
frankly admitted that much dependence
is being placed upen the west, where
it is boped three Unionists will be
clectied to _one oppositionist, thereby
giving the goverament a werkable me-
prity. But speculation on prebable
election results is often more fas
cinating thas reliahle, and mere thas
e thing might cceur to upset eanlen
Iations. The 'l.llnnh might do wore
than they expeet in Quebee, which
would be bad for them, or the Usioniets
might do a little hetter or weorse than
they count op in Ontarie. Ose thiag
can be truthfully said ot present, s
for as the Bast is ¢
that is that neither the one side or the
oiher appears (o be over conbdest
This is chiefly due to the political cross
cnrrents arising out of Usios and w
cortalaty as to the popularity, or other
wise, of the Misitary Service Aet.

These upes whose shoulders bas fal
lea the diffienit task of sdministering
the Military Service At are”" Wavisg
lots of worry these days. Meost of their
trouhies are doubtions due te the we
even work of the members of the 1,500
lecal tribusals whe threaghout the De
®misies are deciding who shall, and who
shall not, go 1o the front. Tt would be
tmpomibie to expect a usiform peaist
of view from sueh & large sumber of
people, and sueh does pot prevall, with
the resalt that exempticns are belag
granted in some Ttries vod seeviase

which would not be granted in others.
Tribunals in some eases have been too
zealous in providing men for the firing
line to the detriment of essential in-
dustries at home, while other tribunals
have failed to draft young meam who
have mo reasonable excuse for remain-
ing at home.

The Uneven Work of Tribunals

One of the chief difficulties that has
cropped up on account of the uneven
work of the tribunals has been in ve
gard to agriculture. In some districts,
where the applications of uamarried
farmers under 34 years of age and the
sons of farmers have been heard, the
members of the tribunals have exercised
reasonable disereti and have not
drafted men who n%ld remain on the
soil. In other districeth quite the reverse
has been the case, and decisions have
been made whieh directly confliet with
Jhe national need of increased produe-
tiol ers in some eases have been
told to sell out ond report for duty in
two or three months. Many others have
heen granted temporary exemption un
til the spring months. In other words
they will be compelled to don the khaki
just whea the rush of werk commences
on the farm at seeding time. Eastern
-nq:‘pon are being flooded with let
ters protest, many of the writers
making reference to the speech made
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before the livestoek gathering at
Ottawa by Hon. T.'A. Crérar, when he
expressed the view that there should ~
be mno censeription of labor mnecessary
to production. In one case a woman,
in writing to the Toronto News, states

that her hlllblldi is ol".l'b:o iy“l;o:f w‘m with s ‘;ﬂ

age, and that their only boy has n or padded ok -

uﬁend to report for duty with the B r.y“o‘:r umml;dw:ﬁ

result that the farm of 100 aecres will be Ntted to enjoy the.
lie idle mext year. o:l:i‘lu::lu. L’t‘ma;
The situation was dealt with this airias snd tan Sieee
by Sir Rebert Borden, who, in outdoors in comfort

e
&k}ulh_\' statement issued to the press, -yl iy

mined how persons who think their
applications have mot beem properly
dealt with can lodge an appeal with the
military registrar, which will be heard
later on. The prime minister also stated
that the militia department woud ap-
peal from the decisions of the tribunals
in all eases treated with undue leniency

A not unexpected development is the

charge made by Onutario newspapers i
that the tribunals in Quebee provimee m’,‘:’%mﬂ.:‘
are exercising such undue leniency, with Made In Black Rubber. . g

the result that but very few men will Red
be provided for the firing line. In reply
to this accusation, s Montreal judge
today said that while it was true a
large number of exemptions had been

and warmth no mat-
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granted, they were in a majority of
cases only temporary.

The ON.R. Agreement

The formal anncuncement was made
this week of the terma of tbo:!m
meésit hetween the government and the

shares, Sir

William

fied what had become pretty rmlly
known as to the lltu"ol s limitation

of $10,000000 on the amount to be
paid by the government for the commen
Meredith, chief
justice of Onmtario, will represent the
goverument at the arhitration
is understood

at M.

CN.R. in regard 16 the arbitration ings, and it

proceedings to settle the value of the Wallace Neshitt, K.C., will represent
600,000 shares of C.N.R. stock to be the CN.R. By (ho terms of the agree-
acquired by the goverament. It veri O on Page 45

urs have a national reputation for quality
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