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Toronto June 1 2th 1919.

Bbitotial

ONE of the speakers at a recent Synod re
marked on the “far too-hurried, common
place and lifeless fashion in which many 

clergy pronounce what should be the living 
words, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost.” These words are more than a mere con
clusion of Morning or Evening Prayer. They 
are an epitome of the whole Christian belief. Our 
clergy would do well to ponder and so say them 
that some of their depth is suggested to their 
hearers.

THE Editor and the Business Manager 
of this journal, and the President and the 
Executive Committee of the Company, 

thoroughly appreciate the commendation of this 
journal in the Report of the Committee on the 
Bishop's Charge at the Toronto Synod last week. 
We have had kind words in letters from Arch
bishops, Bishops, clergy and laity. And many of 
our readers are thoughtful enough to speak a 
word as they renew their subscription.

In a little more than a month the present 
editor will have completed a year’s work on the 
paper, and it is gratifying to learn that the edi
torial policy has commended itself. It is our aim 
to provide a National Church Weekly. It is 
the only Dominion-wide weekly in the Church in 
Canada, and it ought to come as a corrective to 
any spirit of parochialism or “diocesanism” (what 
an ugly word!). The Churchman in the West 
feels as much at home in our columns as the 
Churchman in the East. That spirit of section
alism is something winch must die in the Church 
in Canada, or the Church will fail of her fullest - 
life. Our best work has been done when across 
the whole dominion we marched in step. Our 
General Synod movements and issues are the 
things that are telling on our Church life and our 
national life. Only three communions in Canada 
have a national voice. Ours will become a mighty 
voice according as the spirit of unity and co
operation helps us to push back our horizons.

kNE of the things that are helping us to ex
tend our horizon is the Forward Move
ment. Last week Canon Gould com

peted his tour of the Dominion, and in every1 
diocese the scheme has been endorsed amid 
scenes of enthusiasm, and the start has been 
made on a high spiritual plane. (Laus Deo). We 
have heard more about consecration than contri
bution, and personal re-dedication was the note 
struck. The Church owes a great debt to Canon 
Gould for his convincing and inspiring presenta
tion of the Movement. His has been a work of 
unusual privilege. If the Movement descends to 
a whirlwind campaign for money it will lose its 
soul. Let us maire ,it a Mission op Re-dedica
tion throughout the entire Church. The man on 
the wide stretches of prairie will feel itt unison 
with the man in the crowded town. The worker 
in the distant north will unite his effort with the 
centre. Together we shall pass on to greater 
things than we imagine.

THE Council for Social Service are wide 
awake. A resolution was passed at the 
last meeting of the Executive Committee 

of the Council urging the Federal Parliament to 
remove the exception which makes gambling and 
betting legal on race-courses during Race Meets 
for fourteen days of each year, and to make it 
illegal in all times and places. Sometime ago in 
our columns we published details of the enorm
ous “earnings” (?) of the Jockey Clubs. The 
whole practice is one which saps the vital spirit

of personal and social life. It is economically 
and morally indefensible.

Hearty support will be given by every right- 
thinking citizen to the Council in their fight 
against Venereal Diseases. They endorse the 
establishment of a “National Society for Cjom- 
batting Venereal Diseases,” and they ask the 
Bishops to urge their clergy to address their peo
ple on the subject of purity. V.D.- is the most 
hateful and ltiathsome thing imaginable. The 
scourge which has swept Europe is something we 
do not want here. Yet in.Canada, according to a 
conservativé medical estimate, there are at least 
600,000 eases of V.D. The infection is every
where. It may strike innocent persons.

The remedies proposed by medical men include 
the banishing of ignorance on sex matters, and 
the banishing of the false idea that continence is, 
impossible for men. The idea is absolutely 
false. It is a lie of the devil's own coining. 
Physiologically, V.D. carries its own nemesis.

The Church has something to say on more than 
physiological or medical grounds.. We need an 
emphasis on the Seventh Commandment. There 
are people who think that laxity in this regard is 
a small matter. They talk as if the physical 
penalties were the only ones to be avoided. We 
scarcely need to be reminded that impurity is a

W.‘Œ would draw attention to the ex
cellence and great usefulness of 
the Canadian Churchman, which, 

through the unselfish devotion of a small 
group of Churchmen to the interests of the 
Church, and the special qualifications and 
earnest work of the editor and his col
laborators, has attained an unrivalled posi
tion among the religious newspapers of 
our Church on this continent.”—Report of 
Sub-Committee on the Bishop's Charge, 
Toronto, June 6th, 1919.

sin against ’ our fellows, ourselves, souls and 
bodies, and our God.

Just here let us remark upon the unclean 
tendency in conversation. How is it that some 
men always , have stories to tell “now that the 
ladies have gone?”. You might imagine that 
such stories were confined to the back lanes and 
lounging places of some low louts. But they have 
been heard in drawing rooms and clubs. And we 
are told that there are some females who can 
tell a nasty story with" aS much gusto as some 
males. The -decent man nowadays will watch his 
speech and ban the slightest innuendo.

BY the same token, did you notice that at the 
British Drama League on June 4th, the 
actress, Miss Lena Ashwell, condemned the 

“rottenness, lowness and futility” of present-day 
theatrical entertainments. Mr: Henry Arthur 
Jones also said: “The English drama, on the 
whole, has never been in so degraded a position 
as. to-day.” Kindly observe that these remarks 
were not made at a Ministerial Association. We 
know the influence the stage has ohttfe thoughts 
of many citizens. Is it any wonder trore is moral 
laxity when so many of our plays are concerned 
with sex problems, and moths fluttering around 
the flame of their unholy desires?

N.B.—If your copy of the Canadian
Churchman .does not reach you
regularly, we shall be grateful if
you will let us know.
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Zbe Christian year

Social Teaching in .the Trinity

(FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY),

THE doctrine of the Trinity has a per
manent practical influence upon social 
life. It is not an unworthy view of the 

Trinity to find in it the ideal for social relation
ships here among men. There is an interpreta
tion of the relationships of the Three Persons in } 
One God which finds in them an example of 
what our perfect community life on earth is 
meant to be. The doctrine is, therefore, a re
velation of Divine truth which is to be
more and more to world conditions u__  _____
tainment of the ideal is achieved.
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Trinity is thus a setting forth of 
which is to be realized when the 
God has really corné among us; it is i 
of abiding value and of practical 
world in which we live. • ? >
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