LRI

e e

£ CANADIAN CIIURCIIMAN. D16, 187,

CELE FIRST CHRISTMAS CAROT,
Glory to God s the lughest, and on carth peace,
cod wal teowards men” Luke 11y

Such was the arst Christmas anthem! such
the nrst Chrstmas carol! Fuallv 1o understand
the circumistances we must bear i nand that
m Palestine the locks are led out mta the
mountams to feed, but it s necessary that one
should wateh them dav and mght Upon a
platcau upon the mountn side, 1< a0 tock of
sheep, some grazing, their bells sounding
drowsilv through the mght, others sleepnz:
upon an abruptly rising cminence i group of
spepherds recline near a o wateh® fire \t
times they gaze on the dim landscape Iving
below them, bathed in the calm mooheht
At times they converse together 11 sabdued
tones, .1~1hnn~h overawed by the solemn <till-
ness and serenity of the night season. Then
in silence thev nnmn(*l\ turn thur cves to the
blue vault above them. ](‘\\(Hu{ Wit 1t myrid
constellations, and as they trace the progr ss
of some larger plmu they are thrilled by the
stillv majesty of the time and scene—as tho
they trod on haunted ground. The hush
nature is unhroken, save by the vorees of the
mght—
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\ slumberous sound—a sound that brings
The feehng of a dream—-
As of imnumerable wings,
As. when the bell no longer swings,
Faint the hollow murmurings
O’er meadows. lake, and stream.”

As thev pgazed, suddenly a pure, dazzling

licht floods the heavens, and eclipsing  the
bright stars, strikes the shepherds with terror,
While they are standing transfixed. a radi-
ant, beautcous being appears to them floating
in brilliant ¢lorv.  \nd in a voice more full
nf music than the tinkling rill.  bids  them
“Fear not: for, behold, T bring vou good tid
ings of great jov, which shall \n to all people

Lo wiitos xon 1 bort g day g Savwour, wie cheer and guide them in therr passage through
i~ Christ the Lord” Ilien swells the har e this fresh instance of God's fultilling His
Moy of sweet seraphic volces on the throb patt of the conenant to the Tast ota; this new
hing ar. e heavens vibrate with the glad proot ol the stability ot Divine truth i the
cuphonions sound until the momntams ccho tulhllment of many gracious promises. When
baek a levid “ Vo™ Lhe angels are gone, we ponder on the mtense pleasure the angels
the glory shrunk back frome mortai viston, tnd o the work of Redemption, inasmuch as
and Il ‘\lu] Dicerds stand tremblinge i the cold it redounds to the glory ot (.ml_, does not a
Hoht of the stars. Well might the angel de deep blush of shame mantle our faces that we
clare, bring vou tidings of great joy,” and are ~o nduferent, that our tlame of gratitude
the countless hosts of heaven burst forth in burns so feehlv s Deep, unspeakably  deep,
chorus as they beheld such depth ol redecm <hould be the feching of thankfulness e all

me love! our hearts Sull, few thoughts of this occupy
the minds even of many who have tasted that

the Lord s gracious.

\Woewill dawell on the aseription of pradse,

his may mean, ulhu let glory be given to

God in the ighest places, te those realms CoAnact ol great ‘\i”‘l”‘f-“ "“'”»” a f{‘”"\\' man
above where the presence of God sheds a bl 15 et with Tod "\l”"\’:“”‘\‘j’l_ f\""'l“l‘”‘l"' and
lianey bevond the splendour of many suns, or YET3 ““I“” L But i gratitade for
Lot praises in the highest degree be paid to L ]mu benehits is black, how much deeper
God. or 1t many include both, and this 1 be the dve of meratitude for the inestimable giit
livve is the true signitication. Whichever of of cternal hire! Our Church now spectally
these cxpl;nmtiun,\ Weodaeeept, 1oamounts to mvites us to o celebrate the «‘1\'”1(‘1\&‘_\ ol J(‘hH*
the same thing lust as the Sons of God vicho andd cives s it were, a new impulse to
sang together for 1ov when God spake the that sense o grantude. But few, very few,
Word and it was done. when a heautifnl world niche this use of Christimas, True, 1t 1s a
cierged from the dark chaotic mass and thic scitsom of Jov to then and vear by vear 1its re-
carth was decked with vordant nlls and smil turn s haled with lnllul \l«lwhl But 1
g valleysinstead or - bomg o clothed i~ becitse Christmas scason is marked by
with surging  waters. soo now, when the reumon of fannhes and friends, and a
the  Word  was was omade tlesh and round of more or less harmless feasting, be-
God the =on Oh o marvel of - marvels! causc a soctabihty pervades, and wherever we
lav cradled 1m0 manger of aomean stable co there 1s a heartv welcome, with cheerful
when they saw the Word going forth to reno- Lo ul wishes and joviality: Dut the true cause
vate the shapeloss gloomy rains of - man’'s of jov the source of the institution- -is too
moral character, again Hoaoven cchoes with much lost sight of. Even Christmas Day
thewr 11_\11111_~ \‘\InHiH}\" the merey and wisdom the memonal (ll\ ot God Hhimeselt .(\\un]mu
of God. Glory to God i the hnghest™ burst miortal lesh, and tabernacling among men for
from ten thousand hips. T songes were therr salvation  is diten kept as a dav o -
evoked by their wondertul display ot the hallowed mirth angl debauchery. It s ap-
Divine attributes of love and forgivensss: by padling to think that such is too frequently the
the thoughts of the souls piing e the dark case' Mav Christmas jovs kindle in our
valley of the shadow of death, upon whom hredasts (]u'].n'i' eratitude to God, and an an-
light was now arising, whose mild ravs ~hould celic jov i the salvation of sinners,
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o 7 50 At the Intermediate Examinations of the Institute of

. Chartered Accountants of 13¢6. a graduate of the British

it American College ranked first on the list of the successful
11.50

candidates for the whole province.

2.30 At the Final Examinations of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants held in May, 1897, a graduate of
the British American Business College ranked first in compe-%
tition with candidates from all parts of the province.
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