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Suvh w a- ilu1 first (‘hristmas anthem ! such 
lliv hist V hvistmas carol! Fullv to imdcr-taud 
the circumstances w v must hear 111 miiiil t hat 
in I ‘alv-iinv the flocks arc led out into the 
niihi 111ai11 s ti > feed. 1 nit it is neecssan that one 
should watch them dav and night. I jn>n a 
1'lateau upon the mountain Mile, i- a flock ot 
slice]', some grazing, their hells sounding 
drovisilv through the night. others sleep'ng ; 
ti]Hm an ahruptlv rising eminence a group of 
xju'phcrils recline near a watch' tire. \t 
times thev gaze on the dim landscape lying 
hclow them, hatlied in the calm moo îliglit. 
At times thev converse together 1 1 subdued 
tones, as though overawed bv the siileinn still­
ness and serenitv of the night season. I hen 
in silence they musingly turn their eyes to the 
blue vault above them, jewelled with it - myri id 
constellations, and as they trace the progr :ss 
of some larger planet, they are thrilled by the 
slillv majestv of the time and scene—a< tho g 
thev trod on haunted ground 1 he lmsii o 
nature is unbroken, save by the voices ot the 
night—

“A slumberous sound —a sound that brings 
The feeling of a dream—

As of innumerable wings.
As. when the bell no longer swings.
Faint the hollow murmurings 

O'er meadows, lake, and stream.
As they gazed, suddenly a pure, dazzling 

light floods the heavens, and eclipsing the 
bright stars, strikes the shepherds with terror.

While thev are standing transfixed, a radi­
ant. beauteous being appears to them floating 
in brilliant glorv. And in a voice more full 
of music than the tinkling rill, bids them 
“l'ear not : for. behold. 1 bring you good tid­
ings of great jov. which shall be to .all people:

h iv unto \ on is born tins day a Saviour, who 
is t hrist the l.ord. I hen swells the hat
mom of sweet scrapluc voices on the throb 
lung air. i lie heavens vibrate with the glad 
euphonious sound until the mountains echo

F are g< me. 
triai vision, 

m the Ci>ld 
\\ ell might the angel de 

\ ou tidings ( it great joy. and 
losts of heaven hurst forth m

back a load “Amen." 1 lie auge 
the glorv shrunk hack trout im 
and the shepherds stand tremblim. 
light i if the star: 
dare. “1 1 mini 
the countless
chorus as 
urn lov e !

thev beheld such depth ol redeem

\\ e will dwell on the ascription ot praise.
1 his mav mean, either let glory be given to 

i iod m the highest places, i.c., in those realms 
above where the presence of ( nul sheds a bi ll 
lianev hevond the splendour of many suns, or 
let praises m the highest degree be paid to 
t iod. or it mav include both, and this 1 be 
lieve is the true signification. Whichever of 
these explanations we accept, it amounts to 
the same thing. Just as the Sons ot ( iod 
sang together for jov w hen t md spake the 
\\ i ird and it w as d« me. w In n a beautitul v\« mid 
emerged from the dark chaotic mass and tIn­
earth was decked with verdant hills and sinil 
in g vallevs instead <>i being clothed 
with surging waters. so now. when 
the Word was was made flesh and 
t iod the Son < >h marvel ot marvels ! 
lav cradled in a manger ol a mean stable ; 
when thev saw the Word going forth to reno­
vate the shapeksw gloomy ruins of mail's 
un irai character, again Heaven echoes with 
their In inns extolling the merev and w isdom 
of ( iod. “( ili irv to t uid in the highest" burst 
from ten thousand lips. Ill ir songs were

cheer and guide them in their passage through 
u ; this Irish instance of t iod's fulfilling Ills 
pail "I tlie covenant to the last iota; this new 
proof of the stabilit v of I flvinv truth in the 
fulfillment of many gracious promises. When 
we ponder mi the intense pleasure the angels 
'find in the work of Redemption, inasmuch as 
it redounds to the glorv ol i mil, does not a 
deep blush of shame mantle our faces that we 
are so indifferent. that our liante of gratitude 
burns so feeldv : 1 )eep, unspeakably deep,
should be the feeling of thankfulness in all 
mu heart -, Still, few thoughts ol this occupy 
the minds even of mam vvlm have tasted that 
the l .i ' rd is g ravit ms.

\n act of great kindness from a fellow man 
i> met with loud expressions of gratitude, and 
vert properlv. too. Rut if ingratitude for 
temporal beuetits is black, how much deeper 
the ibe of ingratitude for the inestimable gift 
of vternal life1 «Mir I 'hutch now spcviallv
111V It F> lb ti i celIcliratc the cl vmviivy oi Jeho-
v ah. aibl glVi as it iv ere, a nvw inqntlse to
that SVllM i 4 g ' a' it tide But lew, ven few.
11 l.tlvf thU 11-. V li a' ( lu iStilus True, it is a
M'ilX >11 ( >1 1' 'V to them, ;and vc ar bv war its re
t Ill'll i- hailed w ith una.bated delight. But it
is bevausi l hr istmas season is marked bv
the roll ni' *11 . if lamiliias am 1 friends, and a

evoked hi their wonderful display f the
1 )ivine attributes of love and forgiven ss; by 
the thoughts of the souls pining in the dark 
valid of the shadow of death, upon whom a 
light was now arising, whose mild ravs should

rmunl of more or less harmless feasting, be­
cause a si iviabiht v pervades, and wherever we 
go there is a heart v welcome, with cheerful 
good wishes and joviality- 1 hit the true cause 
ot ;ox the source t >1 the institution is too 
much lost sight of. Fun ( hristmas Day 
the memorial dav of (iod Himself assuming 
mortal) flesh, and tabernacling among men for 
their salvation is Aden kept as a dav of un­
hallowed mirth aim dehaueherv. It is ap­
palling to think that such is too frequently the 
case ! Mav ( hristmas jovs kindle in our
breasts deeper gratitude to (iod, and an an­
gelic jov m the salvation of sinners.

A Christmas
Hint

A nice piece of 
FANCY FURNITURE 
makes an ideal 
Christmas Present^)

Fancy Gilded Chairs - from $ 5.75 
Handsome Morris Chairs 
Dainty Parlor Cabinets 
Fancy Rockers, Green or oak

u

u

u

7.50
11.50 
2.30

AND HOSTS OF OTHER 
ODDMENTS AT LOW PRICES

The CHAS. ROGERS & SONS CO
LIMITED

97 Yonge Street, Toronto.
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At the Intermediate Examinations of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of 1896. a graduate of the British 
American College ranked first on the list of the successful 
candidates .for the whole province.

At the Final Examinations of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants held in May, 1897, a graduate of 
the British American Business College ranked first in compel 
tition with candidates from all parts of the province.

j Owned and Controlled by the following
well-known business men of Toronto :

FKKU IVVI.n, lisq., Wholesale I)rv G ods Merchant ; li. K. C. CI.ARKSON, Iisq., F. C. A., Cliait- 
emi Accountant; EDWARD TROUT, Iisq,, Publisher of 1 lie Monetary Innés; WM. Mi CAltli, 
l.sq., I* C.A., Manager Noith American Life Assurance Company ; S. F. McKINNON, lisq., 
Wholesale Milliner.

Write for Ine Prospectus containing full information to

Winter Term begins
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4th, 1898.

DAVID HOSKINS, C.A.
Principal.


