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RELIGIOUS RECONSTRUCTION

Reconstruction in its
phases is a much discussed topic at
the present time. In so far as it
is a question of readjusting the
relations between capital and labor,
or of reincorporating into the com-
mercial lite of the country those
who for the past few years have been
engaged as its defenders, the Catho-
lic Church has a deep and lasting
interest. When problems such as
these are clamoring solution,
Catholics cannot and are not remain-
ing mere passive spectators.

There
struction in which we have no part
namely the reconstruction in
ion, which is being eo
of, and even'attempted,
Catholic
this
inter-denominationaliem, or, to trans-
late it into simpler language, a sort
of union of the various sects, involv-
ing the sacrifice of positive doctrinal
teaching

Church union its
proper sense, is indeed a consumma-
tion devoutly wished by all Catholice’
but,
ia concerned, there is and can be but
one poseible basis of union, namely,
not the discarding of true dogmas
but rather the acceptation without
reserve or exception of all the
Church’s teachings.

Whilet non-Catholic bodies may,
perchance, find other means of effect-
ing a union among themselves, the
Catholic Church has one only means.
It is that of her Divine Founder,
namely unconditional surrender. The
fact is, that the Oatholic Church is
the one true Church, instituted by
Christ, the one ark of
Hence the only union in which she
ecan be involved,

various

for

ie, however, a form of recon-

relig-
much spoken
outside the
keynote

Church, The

movement is non-dogmadtie,

understood in

demands the unre-

ciples of faith
which she

and discipline
stands. A father

for

father. If religious reconstruction,
in which the Catholic Church is
included, there must be, it can only

be on lines laid down by the Father |
| These prelates

of Christendom,
tiff,
Unfortunately, this so-called eccle-
siastical reconstruction, as it attains
in the ranks of our separated breth-
ren, might better be called
siastical destruction.” As a recont
phase of this movement, there
occurred an event, calculated to
shock the orthodox, namely
pearance of an
Cathedral in response to an invita

the Sovereign Pon-

eccle-

the ap-

A writer in the Westminster Gazette

" confusion is worse confounded,
the description given
morning of yesterday's

to us

service

Lena Ashwell,
canon’s stall,

who
recited passages
of Scripture from the lectern wit hin |
the chancel rails.”

occupied a
five

As a sample of " reconstructive
utterances in the matter of morality,
we find the Bishop of Birmingham
voicing opinions regarding birth-
control which have been loudly
welcomed by the digciples of Malthus.
Thus Mr. Harold Cox, a thorough.
going advocate of puhlic instruction
in " the most convenient method of
preventing the procreation of
wanted children,” writes

un-

“ Malthus himself was a clergyman
of the Church of England, and though
his general appeal was for what he
called moral restraint, he plainly
said that where this was unattainable
the prudential check was better than
premature mortality. Many other
clergymen have taken the same view,
and it is a notable fact—on which

a8 far as the Catholic Church |

| forms

salvation. |

| guarantee the liberty,
served acceptation of all the prin- |

can |
make concessions to a wayward son,
but he can never cease to be the |

| the
ress in Worcester |

Mgr
tion to give a recital from the Bible, |

everywhere
observes regarding this incident, that |
by |
this |

in |
Worcester Cathedral, at which \“bii:

the Dean of 8. Paul's_hae effectively
commented—that of late years, the
birth rate in the families of clergy-
men has become lower than that in
almost any other class of the com.
munity, The prudential limitation
of families i, however, still bitterly
oppoged by the Church of Rome and
by the Romiehly inclined members
of the Church of England.”

Yet another episode of reconstrue-
tion occurred a few weeks ago when
the pastor of a New York church,
upon the unanimous vote of his con-
gregation, declared that his church
would henceforth be creedless and
non-dogmatio, to the extent that a
Buddhist or a follower of Mohammed
might occupy its benches alongside
of Hebrews or Christians,

This is indeed reconstruction with
a vengeance. Nevertheless it mani-
fests the logical outcome of the
revolt of the sixteenth century, for
a8 Cardinal Newman said, there is
no halfway house between Catholic-
ism and Agnosticisem.

THE CHURCH AND ALSACE-
LORRAINER

The fate of the Church in the prov-
inces of Alsace and Lorraine, should
theee again come under French sway
has been a matter of
since the commencement of the War.
Now, however, that these provinces
have become definitely re-incorpor
ated in the French Republic,

there will be despoiled and persecu-
ted as in France.

Doubtlesgly the French Govern-

| ment would havecarried out this same

policy in the regained districts had

| not all classes therein taken vigor.
| ous means to make Paris realize that
| & modification of this anti-religious |
: programme

must be made in their

regard. The political uniong, founded

: by the inhabitants to safeguard their
of |

religious and civil righte,
religious freedom
than the Catholics
accomplished in forty yeare.

it

in four months,

Nevertheles: is a question

whether or not the Government in |
Church |

respecting the rights of the
in theee provinces is merely follow-
ing a policy of opportuniem calcu
lated to calm the fears and overcome

the distrust of the solidly Catholic

inhabitante, meanwhile meditating a |

repetition cf
France.

what it has done
One cannot then afford to
wax eloguent over the Government's
change of heart,
words in mind of Mr. Millerand's
declaration on the religious question
shortly after hie arrival
burg. He said:

"For the moment,
continues,
and

the Concordat
but little by little,
Lorraine will enter into all the
of French legislation. The
President of the
President of the
Joffre, have

Council, Marshal
spoken words which
customs and
beliefs ;
me."
One delicale question, however,
has been amicably settled to the sat-
isfaction of all

namely the appointment of bishops

parties

to the Sees of Metz and Strasburg,

rendered vacant by the resignations
of Bishops and Fritzen.
who are of Garman

Beunzler

| origin, for the sake of religious peace.

placed their rights at the disposition
of the Holy See. Thereupon
French Government,
terms of the Concordat of 18
inated, with the approval of the Holy
See, Right Rev, Joseph
Eugene Ruch, Bishop of Nancy, to
See of Strasburg, and to
Bishopric of Metz, its Vicar-General,
John Ba

)1, nom

Charles

ptist Pelt.

These nominations been
hailed unexception-
Ruch of Strasburg has
the double merit of being Alsation by
birth and of having rendered
Bp!

have
as
able. Mgr,
con-
ous gervice to F'rance during the
War. Mgr. Pelt, the Bishop elect of
Metz, has also a record which holds
out hopes” for the future. During
of Metz, he
German rule as
the fearless and faithful defender of
the rights of the French population
of the diocese. When the day
deliverance arrived,

pig term as Vicar-General

stood forth under

of

namsa of the people of Lorraine.

The Echo of Paris points out that,
as the French Government would not
have risked making these appoint-
ments without baving previously
approached the Holy Father on the
matter, it follows that France has at
least had some sort of conversation
with the Vatican. Thus a step has
poseibly been taken towards re estab-
lishing with the Vatican the diplo-
matio relations so discourteously dis-
continued in 1904 by the dismissal
of the Papal Legate.

speculation |

it re- |
mains to be seen whether the Church |

have |
accomplished more in the matter of |

of France have
|

in |
with the dubious |

|
at Stras- |

Algace |

Republic and the |

this promise will be kept by |
| The
| should only be under the supervision
| of the State and should politically |

concerned |

| priests and nuus exiled,
the |
following the |

the |

| form

he it was who |
welcomed the French troops in the |

The Tablet comments as follows
upon the question: “Upon the larger
and fature bearings of the incident
we need say little for they are almost
too obvious to call for remark, If
Rome has need of France, France
hae, to say the lenst, equal
need of Rome, and, as Oar-
dinal Gasparri has said, she {8 too
great a personage to enter the Vati-
can by a back door. If the Pope's
love for France were doubted, she
has his recent declaration of it,
which was surpriging in its warmth ;
and now, in the acceptance and rati-
fication of the candidates proposed
by her for the bishoprics in the two
redeemed provinces, she has a prac-
tical and material proot of the real-
ity of that love, and of a readiness to
treat with her for the interests of her
people without reference to the bitter
memories of past ill-treatment.
From thig preliminary conversation
and understanding much beneflt may
flow to France. If it be the first
step that counts and coste, that step
has been taken, and it is none the less
creditable to Paris because it had to
be taken. This first step, therefore
is a step elong the right road. If
that method be also applied to the
school difficulty a further cause of
anxiely
provinces will be removed and relig

| ioug peace assured.'

CANOSSA

Of more than passing interest to

Catholics is the recent prees despatch
from Cologne which states that the
enfire Germen episcopate, headed by
Cardinal Hartmann, the Archbishopof
Benediot
to use his good offices in securing a

Cologne, has requested Pope

mitigation of the terms of peace and
to intervene in the situation
the Allied Powers

between

and Germany, in

| order to protect the latter from the | | .
| | spirit

which threat
furthern

breakdown
The appeal
that the
mean the

complets
ens her.
states

would

peace

total ruin of Ger-

A ™ |
| many and would be a cruel violation [
of the rights of the seventy million |

inhabitants of that country.

There is a certain nemesis about
piteous petition to the Holy
Father when contrasted with the

erstwhile confldent utterances tc the

this

contrary of the haughty consolidator |
Prince Von |
having |

of Pruesian
Bismarck. He it was who
torn away Sleschwig-Holstein from

militarism,

| Denmark, South Germany from Aus-
tria, and Alsace-Lorraine from France, |

whilst at the zenith of his power,
tried to conquer the unconquerable
Church of Christ.

All Germany was then enthusias-
tic over the new-born imperial unity.
Militariem was supreme
therefore, that the peychological
refused to
be shackled as a creature of the S
and to be used a8 a political tool.
Church, thought Bismarck,

serve its purposes.
anti-Oatholic poliey
led to the inauguration of a
period of persecution for the Catho.
lics of includ-
ing Cardinal Ledochowski of Gnesen-
Posen, were cast into prison; and
The remon-
strances of Pius 1X. were repulsed by
tha “Nach Canossa
gehen wir nicht (We shall not go
to Canoess, other worde,

Bismarck's
soon

Germany. Bishope,

famous boast:

or, in we

| shall not go to the Pope.)

Canossa is the name of
the Apenninee, about eighteen miles
from Parma took
dramatic penance of King Henry IV,
of Germany

where

in the presence of Pope
Gregory VII. The King, excommun-
icated February 1076, would
have been utterly abandoned by the
German princes

22nd,

unlegs he made his
with the Father of
The Pope, hearing that Henry
was in the neighborhood

peace
dom,
feared for
his own safety and took
the impregnable and almost inacces
sible burg of Canosgsa. Henry, how-
ever, did not meditate any harm to
the Pope.
the Nesessary
the excommunication. three
days he stood con-
stantly before the castle gate, in the
dress of a penitent, beseeching with
many tears the Pope's forgiveness
which Gregory, moved by his com
punction, finally granted.

penance to lift
For

(26 27 January)

Lutheran Germany, then, which
but a few years ago proclaimed to
the world as its watchword,—"'We
shall not go to Canosss,” now goes
thither in very deed, and with tears
beegeeches the successor of that same
Pius IX., whose requests for tolera-
tion were go rudely repulsed, to in-
tercede for her in this hour of trial

to the Catholics of the twu‘

| mized for good or for bad.

10re |
conditions |

| mushroom is from a toadstool.

| claim they are largely the vict
It seemed, |
| to wear vulgar and immodes
moment had come to stamp out that ‘
| Church which steadfastly
tate |

' and harmony.
a false rule of ethics by presuming |

| & spirit of
accept the manners and ways of the |

fa :
o cagtle in | 1d1@ rich

place the |

Christen. |

refuge in |

He really wished to per. |

aud afiliction. That Germany, which
& short while ago cast a cardinal and
bishops into prison for their attach-
ment to the Chair of Peter, now urges
a cardinal and his episcopal brethren
to plead with the present occupant of
that same ohair to speak in her be-
half,

This is but one of the many such
instances which history affords of
that supernatural strength, given by
God to His Church on ber Pente-
costal birthday, whereby she is en-
abled to survive all the storme and
pergecutions which have been raised
against her, and ultimately to tri-
umph over her enemiee,

The famous Napoleon is an out-
standing example of this same faot:
“What !" he explained when notifled
of the sentence of excommunioation
pronounced ngainet him, “Can it
make the muskets drop from the
hands of my soldiers ?” A few years
later and in that disastrous retreat of
his troops from Moscow, that retreat
which marked the beginning of the
downfall of Napoleon, the muskets
did drop from the frozem hands of
his men,

DEHSS AND MORALS

By Tug

The drees problem is as old as
original sin. In the history of the
human family the influence of the
fashion-plate bas always been recog

REAPER

To analyse
man's craving for dress would be as
difficult as to account for his primi-
tive instinct for ornamentation. The
costume of Helen of Troy and Cleo
patra of Egypt contributed in no
small measure to the witchery they
exercised over the men of their time.
It is enid of a noted general of the
last century that civilian attire took |
all the fight out of him, and that he
could only get
when he arrayed himself in
military Mindful that
drees appeals to man's imagination
and

back his martial

uniform.

affects his sentiments woman

has led the fashions since the Fall.

The nuances in dress and the

varieties in fashion are a reflection |

of her ever-changing tastes and pre-

dilections. t

Love of drees is a femi-
nine instinet that easily runs into a
passion. Restaurant teas, tango teas,
ball rooms,
tiee, "first nights'’ at the theatre, and
race course meets, reveal an innate
weakness in woman which

effect. To the unsophisticated the

patrons of all those assemblies appear |

like star performers at a
theatre, whereas their
be as different from their dress as a

gayety

circumstances ; that they are forced
drees
they have the time and
posgess the art to make their own
costumes. While this

unless

may

true the

both

generally, For, despite

declension in female decency

a8 regards dress and deportment it |

can yeb

be maintained that a vast
number of good women still remain,
who, if stimulated with a high sence
of sisterly love, can wrest the fash

ion-platefromthe demimonde of Paris_|

and bring back feminine attire to the

law of order, simplicity, proportion

But no;
that all is decent that the best people
adopt. They seem to forget that in
worldliness we
out of
wealth mor

respect for
o than their morale

their

It we take into account the curves

variations and excesses of the

sartorial art without a gingle thought
to suitability or art ¢ effect,
what

has

it can

readily be seen to pagan ex

gone.
he function

drersmaking

y adn

tremes

1 ¢}

as is generall 1itted ¢

of dress is to protect and comfort the |
| body

by concealing the form with

| garments that add to its shapeliness,

dignity and modesty, it cannot but be

appérent to everybody that that office |

has been wolully vitiated. The

| pregent modes of dress reveal rather

than conceal and expose rather than
protect ; for are the days of
unblushing naturalism. The whole
tendency in feminine apparel is
down-grade. In order to lure the
eye and furnish gex attraction there
is nudity of busts and arms a8 in the
daye of pagan Rome. Dress nowa-
days is made a disguise for lascivi-
OUENEsE.

those

Modesty and refinement are so
sacrificed on the altar of fashion that
it is almost imposgible to distinguish
& decent woman from a drab. The
most respectable lady in the land
because of her freakish attire may be
mistaken for an underworld epeci-
men, O tempora! Omores ! Woman

is the natural custodian of morals
and the defender of modesty. How
can she guard this sacred trust
which nature and society have con-
flded to her if ghe dresses in a
manner to invite ouriosity and
arouse the lower instinots of youth ?

By all means, dress in good taste,
conform to the canone of comfort
and beauty. A garment can be
graceful and useful without being
dowdy. Let parents have n say and
exercise a little common-gense in the
dress their daughters wear. Let
their attire serve the interests of
good morale. The Christian proprie.
ties and decenciea should never be
invaded by the fashion-plate. Dress
is & weapon of purity or impurity in
a8 much as it can be either becoming
or shameless.

NOTES AND COMMENTS

IN THE estimation of the Washing-
ton Post, Herr Ebert’'s threat to turn
Germany once more loose upon the
Allies would have more weight if
he did not wear paper clothee, a
blotting-paper derby, isinglass spec-
taclee, sea-weed socke, pulp shoes,
and a near - rubber collar. Than
which acute observation there could
be no more effective tribute to the
effectiveness of the great blockade.

I¥ THERE
America

ie
more

one city in North
than another that
prides itself- on being in the very
forefront of civilization it

Angeles.

is Los

muesic halls, bridge par- |
the [

tyranny of fashion uses to shameful |

morals may |

They {
im of |

be |
true in some instances, it cannot be |

they follow [

often |

» | periodieal,

It |

the Southern Californian city
not inepily be termed the Mecca of
the well-to-do.
i returned—one possessing a keen and
| highly impressionable mind
; it as his experience that one of the
‘ outstanding

may

life is the scarcity of children

ll‘
| we are to accept this as an indica
| tion of ation

high civili 'the world

|

| .
‘ IN 7THE pathetic passage with
|

\

which Lord Morley ends his recently

publighed * there is
| & note of anxious doubt and enquiry,

’ He says

tecollections

" A painful interrogatory
‘I must confese, emerges.
| your school—the Darwine, Spencers
| Renane, and the rest—held the civil
| ized world, both old and new alike,
| in the hollow of their hand for two
long generations past? Is it quite
clear that their influence has been
80 much more potent than the gospel
| of the various churches ? Circum-
‘ spice.”

Has not

LORD MORLI
termed the " high-priest of agnostic-
No man certainly has done
(though withal in termas of
refinement and urbanity) to under
| mine beliet Christianity. Evi
dently, as with so many othere, the
evening of life has brought with it
doubt and misgiving as to
come, Had Lord Morley a
vision, or his
ma

himeelf has been

| 5 '
18m,
more

in

its out-
clearer

were horizon

clouded by the ze of uncertain-

ties and contradictions presented by [
Christianity of his day |

the eclectic
and country he might discern the
true remedy.
the great
chanted.

As it is he but joins
disen

company of the

THE THREAT of the Italian delegates
to withdraw from the Pe
ence unless Italy is the
| territory she olaims is designated by
" deliberate
The fulfilment of

sace Confer

assigned
| New Europe as black
mail.”
‘ would, in the estimation of the same
reveal its

their true colors the
European reaction, and unworthy
| admigsion to the
Natione.” T

authors
as leaders
of

new League of
118 18 SSA'OT]L:
which is hardly likely to
| versal Buf
accorded
Mazzini the highest reaches of hero

language

endorsement. coming

from a land which

| worship and placed an aureole about |

the brow of Giordano Bruno it is at
lenst New
qualifies its remark to the extent of
| saying that Italy as a nation fought
for ideal

instructive.

motives, has nothing in
common with the “ of
its rulere, and " may be trusted to
deal faithfully with the men who
thus exposed it to an unmerited
affront.” Would it not be well for
this philosopher and those who think
with him to at the same time revise
their ideas as to the position of the
Holy Father ?

sacred egoism”

Asks THE Rev. Edward Shillito in
the Sunday Times: " Is there a
religion great enough to gather into
it all the truth and light diffused
throughout the world and to bring

the soattered fragments into one

final spiritual unity ? Is there any-

where a centre to which all nations
may come?' There is one such
where truth has ever existed in its
integrity, in contradistinction to the
‘ sonttered fragments ' which have
fallen from the exercise of a per-
verted sense of human freedom. And
there is a centre to which all nations
may rally—one whose portals are
ever open to receive them.

Mgz, RozerT Sellar of the Hunting-
don’ Gleaner is nothing it not a
mental hypochondriac. For well nigh
two generations he has been filling
the land with his wail in regard to
an imaginary conspiracy in Quebec
to crowd oub ite Eaoglish-speaking
and non Oatholic population, Its
latest emanation is a fourth edition
of his book, “The Tragedy of
Quebee,” which is nothing more or
less than an ill-disguised attack upon
the priesthood of that Province. The
best refutation of Sellar's mono-
mania (for it amounts to that) is the
testimony of other English-speak-
ing residents of Quebec—members of
Parliament, journaliste, private citi-
zeng of position and influence, not
excluding members of the Protestant
clergy—that they never met with
other than kindly and courteous
treatment at the hands of their
French-speaking neighbors and that
in the matter of civil rights they
have had eyen more than their
ghare. The fact that Mr. Sellar has

With ite salubrious climate |
| and its facilities fv;/r luxurious living |

A recent visitor, just |

—L;i\’b‘ﬂ!

| might better relapee into barbarism |

not |

the threat |

in |
of |

find uni- |

to |

Europe | *

an Ontario audience

to pay for it,
tion of his

is perhaps the real solu
fourth edition

BRITISH PRUSSIANISM

MERCILESSLY EXPOSED
EMINENT ENGI

3Y
JSHMAN

features uf Los Angeles |

1

To the Editor of the Times

Sir,—No one has ventured to pro
pose in your
should be given freedom
its own form of government.
you will allow me to do so.

question of national
| the word self-determination, now
| shaking and remoulding the world
is systematically evaded, and when
it is known that the Irish
itself is now claiming this very right,
and pronounced for independence by
an overwhelming msjority in the
elections of last December, Irrevoe
able things have happened in Ire-
land during the last five years:
things it is useless to be discreetly

the dead embers of the constitution-
al movement for Home Rule. The

these dead embers.
| expedient as it was, and
work as it did, it never had any pre-
tence to being an organ of self deter-
minatiop. It contained no repre
sentative of the party which after-
| wards swept Ireland in the elections,
and it was literally kicked
| oblivion by its own authore, the War
Cabinet, when they announced con-

scription on the day the Chairman |
Horace
| Plunkett wisely recognizes that it is

| presented its Report. Sir

to
ranges

impossible now
Report, and

build upon that
himself with

ar advocates of Dominion Home

Rule

But the Dominion
Rulers to shrink from the
| logic of their own generous convic
tione. Do they really propose for
| Ireland the full Dominion status of
a sister nation, with the
inherent in that status of seceding
| from the Empire, it ideals or inter-
ests diverge? If they do not mean
it ; if they are unwilling to recognize
that this power of choice is the liv
ing essence of freedom,
very thing that gives vitality and
| permanence to the Imperial relation-
| ship; if they prescribe compulsion
in the background and proposa to
| proceed by way of an imposed Act

even
sgem

, do
not they perceive the peril of en
countering all the old politica
structions in an intensifled form
of ending in the old heart
sterility ? But if
full Dominion status, with free
choice inherent in it, why
by asking Ireland to chooss

By free
made after the complete withdrawal
[ of the army of occupation, the restor
ation of civil liberty, and a pledge
registered with the Leogue of
Nations, that armed British forc
| would never again be employed to
uphold any form of government in

1 ob

and

they do mean the

|

it. The use of external force,
and sustainer of all Irish
divigions, would be finally repudi-
ated and Ireland would make her
choice with the primary immunities
of a Dominion guaranteed. So much
could and should be done without an
Act.

Is it certain that the chofce would
be for independence? I only ven.
ture to affirm that under these con.
ditions alone is it still possible to
achieve the aim of a self-governed
Ireland within the Empire. To the
great majority of Irishmen Great
Britain now signifies '‘Pruesianism’
incarnate, and with good reason.
Acceptance of the Empire would in-
volve an almoet miraculous revul-
sion of eentiment, On the other
hand, the conditions I have named

parent
internal

revulsion of gentiment on the part of
Great Britain, a reversal of immem.
orial policy, and & mea culpa that
would touch the imagination of all
mankind, Nec one can measure the
result of these profound changes for
good, beyond affirming that a new
era of friendship and, mutal respect
between the two countries would be
bound to follow. But there would
be two incentives for gomething
closer on the Irish side: the pres-
sure which would probably come
from the Dominione, and the urgent
necessity of conciliating North Easgt
Ulster, 80 a8 to eneure the utmost
possible measure of unity in this
“new birth of freedom.” The mater-
ials for this reconciliation do not
exist a8 long a8 a British army is
able to sustain minority government
in Ireland. They begin to exist
when Irishmen, like other races, are
thrown upon their own resources
and have to choose between ruinous
dissension and peacetul co-operation.
A compromise placing Ireland in the
position of Canada might well result.
Close observers of the stubborn
Ulster character, and its deflant atti-
tude towards England, would not be
dumbfounded if the decision went
farther,

But action must be based not on
anticipatione, but on principle. Here
is a principle—self-determination—
whoee efficacy it is idle at this point
in history to deny, and to which
Great Britain is in honor committed.
The revolting scandal presented by
Ireland at this moment cannot in
common decency be permitted to
last. Great Britain is making war
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Ireland as a whole or in any part of |

would imply an equally profound

literally, on the principle of freedom
| I think it is true to say that in na
‘ country has the innermost inspira
| tion of a national movement been so
divorced from materialistic motives
or s0 pure an outcome of a people's
| pagsionate will to be master of ite
| own soul and destiny. Force, eimple
force, is the reply ; a military terror
| o achine-gune, tanke, bombing aero
| planes ; goldiers ignorant of law dis
penging justice by Court-martial; a
| rigid censorship, and permeatin
| Bociety, a host of those detestable if
| indispensable products of military
| government, police spies .and in
formere
Ireland is an crimeless
country in the ordinary sense
Judge after judge has been re ceiving
white gloves blank assize,
while the Courte-martial fill the gm.\ls
with State-created criminals g uilty
or suspected of being guilty, of
offences, many grotesquely trivial
| and all directly attributable to the
| absence of the first condition of an
| orderly society, a government chosen
| by the people. A ve few,
vellously few, serious crin
for the whole system is an invitation
an incitement to crime. In truth
these people are in effect being chal-
lenged to eomething far more serious
than eporadic crime, to action in
which tboe inequality of force would
\ lead to scenes that sicken the imag
| ination. Before risking this terrible
| reeponsibility, the English people
| should make a final reckoning with
their conscience
Why do they keep Ireland in sub
jection? I meanfundamentally why
{ I think it will not be denied that the
fundamental reason is “military ne
ceesity. It comes out clearly in the
| letters of Sir John Butcher and
others of your correspondente
| they only give the expression to
what has been the secular policy of
| Gres t Britair Perbaps we should
" economic necessity,” without
'L,.m).mu's of Admiral wry's
yphecy that
ol would decay
petiti fafree
Ireland the
| ment, widely used
crester a 18 not &o .'IUlAilUH(!“(lH
l too crudely selfish to be decigive
We can concsntrate on the common
view that the independence of Ireland
is impossible because it would en-
danger the safety of Great Britain
I venture to oppose thres consider-
ations—two of principle, one of plain
| objective fact
1) Is it denied that if
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Ireland is now the only white
nationality inthe world(let usleavecol
ored ions outof the discuesion
nciple of self-determin
is not, at least in theory

It is tke laet of the

which were left in 1914
1vw'u.‘n,‘>.1r ably the simplest.

ty itself com
ulting from the collapse of
Russia, \. 1stria, and Germany, whe
the intermixture raf u\k.w'
different tongues and the absence of
clearly-defined or boun
daries do cause difficulties of res
complexity Nevertheless, Great
Britain is flxing and guaranteeing
the boundaries of these new States
of which so little is known here that
the Prime Minister can joke in Parlia
ment about his ignorauce till yester-
day of the position on the map of
one of the numerous " Uistere Is
she in the eame breath to decline
to deal with Ireland, whose unin-
terrupted historical identity and
boundaries nobody can mistake ?
Ireland, the last unliberated white
community on the face of the globe ?

(8) Principle apart, would a free
Ireland in faot be a danger to Great
Britain ? Great Britain's power at
this moment probably exceeds that
possesged by any nation in the hig-
tory of the world. She can if ghe
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