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it, it not her life, at least the power
of her faculties, and with Mnry's
name the last that she had spoken,
the poor, tired '‘wanderer was at rest
from pain.

Oatside the sand.pit the rain had
blown away, and a solitary black-
conted figurs closed its umbrella and
pressed forward quickly along the
Common psth, It was one of the
priests belonging fo a ocity parish
who, having been summoned to a
slok oall in the suburbs, was gladly
taking the way that would lead him
the quickest to his dying parishioner,
He had reached the middle of the
Common, ite most solitary part, as
he would have thought, when
suddenly he fell there was some-
thing brushing against his leg, and
looking down, he eaw to his aston.
ishment—n tabby oat.

He had scarcely $ime to wonder
where on earth the animal had come
fcom when it disappeared from sight
behind some bushes, but when he
would have turned away to hurry on
his errand, the cat came out again,
ultering a troubled ory, as though
asking for help.

Ha had not time to spare, yet no
ory ol little children or of animals
were ever left unheeded by him, and
he stopped again

“Poor Pass,” he said, gently, “poor
Pussy, I'll look in on you when I'm
coming back,”

But stooping, he saw there were
fresh footsteps in the mud, leading
towards the very opening in the
bushes through which, a second
time, the cat had disappeared. An
unreasoning impulse made him move
a little nearer and peer into the
gloom of what he saw was a disused
gravel pit. Then as his eyes grew
acoustomed fo the dark, he knew
that his impulse had been an inspir-
ation, that the cat had been a
heaven sent messenger,

A women was lying unconscious
on a heap of bracken, but the touch
of the priest's wet handkerchief,
moistened in a muddy pool close by,
made her move and moan, and after
he hed wiped the blood stained lips
and bathed her head again, he saw
that she was coming to herself. He
would not let her speak, fearing a
retarn of the bleeding, but bade her
press his hend if she understood
what he was saying.

Asking then if she were a Catholie,
her eyes anawered 'Yes” and “Yes"”
again when he asked it she had been
wishing, prayicg for a priest.

“I must speak,” she whispered, so
low that he could hardly catch her
‘words. "It is eight years since I've
gesn a priest, but I've prayed and the
Mother of God has got me what I
asked.”

Painfally, she made her confession,
and he gave her absolution and the
1ast anointing.

He was carrying the Blessed Sac-
rament $o the other invalid, and
when he left the dying wanderer, he
left her with her Saviour in her
heart.

Then hurriedly he had 8o go his
way, promising to send her help and
to return himeell to the gravel pit.
Gravel pit ? Nay, rather now it was
the ante-room of heaven.

Resching the house that had been
his destination when he firet set out,
he redeemed his promise quickly,
but when those whom he had sent ta
help reached the gravel pit upon the
Common, the woman, lying on the
bracken heap within, wae dead.

They buried her in & nameless
geave in the Catholic corner of a
great city cemstery, and after the
poor faneral was over ths priest in-
quired it any one had seen a cal
upon the Common, hut no one had
happensd to notice if it was thers or
not,

Probably, frightened by the etran-
gers, Our Luady's massengers had
sought another refuge.

But ever sincs that day the priest
has owned to a feeling akin to re-
speot for every fabdy oa he mests.—
Alice Daase in English Megsenger,

AN ESSENTIAL FACTOR

In the matter of education the
Catholic Church takes her stand on
the basic principle that religious
training mueb not be separvated from,
but must go hand in hand with train.
ing in secular knowledge if we are o
have any result worthy of the name
of education, says Rav., Father P, J.
Sheehy of Sydney, Australia. From
the moment when she was in a posi.
tion to addresa herself to the problem
of education she has insisted that the
child's opening mental life ghould be
trained in religion, and she has ever
refused o divorce this #raining from
gecular studies. The reason is clear
and simple., Education is defilned na
a praparation for “complete living.”
Now, man is not merely an intallect
udl but also a moral being ; and you
cannot make a man moral without
teaching him rsligion—morality's
gouroe of sanction. Therefore do we
say that secular knowledge must be
baptized into Christianity; it must
have higher knowledge and training,
go that the progress and elevation of
the child's mind may be a movement
in the right direction—towards its
1ast end—God.

RELIGION IN ITS BROADEST SENSE

And here I take religion in its
brondest sense. I8ake it as embody-
ing the existence of God; His sov-
ereignty over us, and our dependence
on Him; Hia infinite power and
knowledge ; His providence over us ;
the recognition of a Divine law ;

man’s freedom and n:aponeiblllty;5vic&ions,
the distinotion between right and | training.

wrong ; the duty of rendering hom-
age to God, justice and charity to
our neighbor; the obligation of keep-
ing ourselves from gin, even in the

finally, the recogunition of a future
gtate, where a Supreme Legislator
will reward the good and punish the
wicked,

And by training in religion I1do not
mean merely the learning of the ab-
straot propositions as they are elabor-
ated in the Catechism, I mean
further, that these great truths shall
be branded into the conscience, ele-
vated into standards of action, and
habitually applied to clecamstances
a8 they arvise. Thus, the religious
training I postulate should result in
religious character—that is, in life
dominated by Christian principles, as
opposed to lile dominated by mere
impulses from within and mere cir-
cumstances from without,

THE SOCIAL BODY

The social body is composed of in-
dividuals who have constant rela.
tions with one another, Thess rela-
tions involve various and complex
daties, various and dificult virtues.
Consider for A moment what society
demandes of you as oit!zans, It de-
mands that you be loyal to your
country, zealous in her defence, obe
dient to her laws, conscientious in
the payment of her imposts, scrupu-
lous in your oaths and vows, just in
your contracts, honest in your deal
ings. Sooiety demands that you be
respectfal to your superiore, cour
teous to your equals, faithfu!l to your
friends, affable to your {inferiors,
merocifal to the poor and oppresied

It demands conjugal fidelity of the
married couple ; of parents it nsks
provident vigilance ; of children
filial love and reverencs. For dis-
charge of these virtues of citizanship,
strong incentives are necessary,
They must be strong, for we have
strong passions to overcoms ; they
must be univernal, for they bind all ;
they must be permanent, for they
apply to all times and places. And
there is no other motive, religion
apart, which possesses sufficient
strength, universality, and per-
manency to ensure the discharge of
those duties, and the practice of
those virtues without which society
topples down, and disintegrates into
a horde of murderous barbarians.

THE DREAD OF CIVIL PUNISHMENT

It may be argued by some that the
dread of civil punishment is motive
strong enough to ensure the due die-
charge of social virtues and duties.
Alpg, the records of our civil courts
bat too well prove the utter inability
o! such sanction. The civil power
takes cognizanoce only of overt acts
It cannot enter into the heart, the
gecret chamber of rebellions and
fumults ; it cannot enter into the
domestic circle to stop the intem-
perance, lewdness, the base calum.
nies, the hatreds, the injustice and
selfishness that poison family life,
and spread soocial corraption.

No; civil sanction 18 not funda
mental, It {is through God that
kings reign, and His judgmen? seat
is the only sure and solid basis of
human society. Pat God aside, and
morality bacomes a polite conven-
tionelity or a cold caicalating of con
sequences, As well may you try to
pressrve a tree from decay by lopping
off a few branches, while allowing
the worms to gnaw at the roote, as
to pressrve the social tree from
moral corruplion by preventing ex
terna! crimes while leaving the
heart to be worm-eaten by vica.

INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT
VIRTUE

AND

Some writers ssem to think that | —

intellectuaal development is of itselt |
gufficient to make wus vyirfuous. |
Their ideal of education has been |
accepted by mauny, and put into prao
fce., These people educate on the
assumption that man is for {his
world ounly, and tha! the world is one
huge factory. It is then eseential
that the workmen be intelligent—
“Angerwise,” as they put it—and so
they teach only the three R's, and
kindred secular subjects. They
ignora or make little account of the
mighty fleld of religious ftraining,
where the finger urginge and the
mos) powerful restraints of lile are
bred. They have no time for the
moralities of life. They think to up-
hold current Christian civilization
while kicking aside the religious
foundation on which it has upgrown
through ths ages. The experience of
nations past proves the falseness of
this plea.

When the old Roman Empire was
at the greatest height of mental cul-
ture it was sunk in the lowest depths
of vice and corruption. The Persian
Empire, according to Plato, perished
because of the irreligious education
of its rulers. A recent writer tells
ue that the Spartan State fell be-
cause its education was materialistio,
and could not supply for the indivi-
dual or for the social body that ele-
ment of morality upon which the
real stability of a nation depends.
And coming to our own day, with its
vaet horizons of secular culture, and
its diminishing faith in God, can we
goriously maintain that vice, public
and private, is receding as public
education advances ? I fear that the
contrary would prove fo be a fact.
The present dieastrous war shows
where such an ideal of education
leads. It leads logically to the
factories where wa make ghells, and
then to the war trenches, where we
hurl them at each other,

WHEN THE CHILD COMES INTO THIS

WORLD

There is then no other motive or
restraint or foundation capable of
gustalning the fair proportion of
morality, except strong religious con
implanted by religious
The child comes into thia

| world with a bundle of selfish, sinful
| inclinations, and, if it is not to be-

come & pest to society, these tenden.
cles must be curbed and opposite

gecret chamber of conscience ; and, | habits induced. Religion alone sup-

plies the meaning and the direction
of such training

It that child asks, “Why should I
be moral ? " it is useless to point to
the policeman ; it is childish to say
that morality is the decent thing, the
tactful thing, the useful or polite
thing, All these considerations will
be swept away like a mud bank
bofore a torrent ; and paesion, pleas
ure, self-interest, ambition will, in
turn, become the guilding standards
of conduct. Take away religion from
tha schools, and youth will grow up
into ignoravce of most important
moral factors, and manhood will
Iaugh to scorn the pale faced motives
your materialist suggests to induce
it to virtue.

On the other hand, convince the
child from ite earliest years of
menial lile that there is an incor-
ruptible Judge who will, in a future
life, render to every man according
to his worke—punishing and re.
warning—a Jadge, too, who knows
all, and is no respecter of persons—
and then you place before it a moni.
for who impels it to virtues without
regard to gain or fame, who restraine
it from vice without regard to civil
penalties, who follows it in ite every
thought, word or action, in darknese,
and in light, in the sanctuary of con-
ecience and of home, as well as in
the arena of publio life.

WHAT RELIGION TEACHES US

Religion teaches us that we are all
children of the same Heavenly
Father, brothers and sisters of the
same Rodeemer, members of the
same family. Id is thus the foster-
ing mother of charity, the guardian
ol civility and good manners. Re
ligion has etern admonitions for
master and servant ; it has elevated
counsels for the rich, and sweetest
consolations for the poor and the
pick, It teaches the eacredness of
life, the dignity of work, the beauty
of chastity, the eternityot justics, the
honor of truthtulness. It is stronger
than passion, more awe inepiring
than the eword, more universal than
honor, and conventionality, wmore
active than patriotism, It is the
curb of the strong, the defence of the
wenk, the comfort of the sfflicted,
the covenant of the infinite God with
mortal man, It is dhe basie of public
and private morals; the surest
guarantes rulera can have of the
loyalty of their subjects, or that sub-
jeots can have of the justice of their
rulers.

" UNLESS THE LORD KEEPETH THE
orry”

Every philosopher and statesman
who has seriously discuseed the sub-
ject, agrees with our principle that
religions training must go hand in
hand with teaching in secular knowl-
edge. Plato says, "' He who destroys
religion overthrows the foundation
of human society.” Long before
Plato, the Royal Prophet, said:
“Unless the Lord keepeth the city,
ha watcheth in vain who keepeth it.”

The prophet Ieaias says: ''The
nation and the kingdom that will not
gerve Thes shall perish.” The his-
torian Hume says: "If you filnd a
people withou religion rest assured
they do not differ much from the
brute beasts.” Kven Voltaire saye
"It is abaolutely neceseary for princes
and people that the ideaof a Suprems |
Being, Creator, Governor, Rewarder |
and Avenger, should deeply en
graven on ths mind.” Legislators i
and founders of siates and empiras—
whether pagan or Jewish or Christian
have sver made religion the endor-
ing basia of social order, and Viscount |
Bryoce BAYS : History § "7
tells ve that hitherto clvilized society
has rested on religion, and that free
government has prospered beet
among religious peoples.”

THE
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BASIC EDUCATIONAL PRINCIPLE

Thig, then, is the basic educational
principle on which the Catholie
Church ineists so strongly. It ie the
prineciple that built up all Chrigtian
civilization. Sound philosophy, the
teaching of history, the lessons of
personal experience, all go to confirm
t

It is the principle underlying our
Catholic schools, For. there is no
other way of training up good citi-
zens except through the teaching of
the faith once delivered to the saints,
All other methods are inadequate.
Man must learn to bear the yoke of
morality from his youth, and the pro-
cess of subjecting the intsllect and
will of man to the higher law cannot
be accomplished by any means which
has not the sanction and the author.
ity of religion.—N. Y. Freeman's
Journal.

———

READING THE WORD
OF GOD

The prayerful gtudy of the Werd of
God cannol bs too strongly recom-
mended to the Catholio laity, resuld
ing, ss it always does, in inoressad
devotion and gpiritual life. The Pro
testants have carried to an extreme
their worship of a mere book, mak-
ing it a sort of fetish among the lares
and penates of the household, but the
Catholic will be on safe ground when
he pursues his study ol the Bible
under the careful guldance of fhe
Church divinely ordained to be its
interpreter. Cardinal Gibbons says :

“The perueal of one sermon on |

ths dootrines of the Catholic Churoh,
to my knowledge in a certain com-
munity resulted in bringing three
hundred members into the Church.
Rend the Holy Soriptures, especially
the New Testament. When I was a
gtudent we alwayes carried a copy of
the New Testament in our pockets,
and each day we would read one
chapter at least on bended knee.
Always before retiring to rest devote
n litile time to the reading of the
Word of God.”

e
wild

and benefactors of

Every Catholic layman could make
an "' Office " for himeeld, selecting for
daily perusal _such passages from
Holy Writ ae wou'd prove edifying
and instructive, and would keep him
in & boly and contented state of
mind, For ourselves (and we are of
the laity), we have found the practice
of reading a chapter of an epistle in
the morning and one out of a goepsl
in the evening very helptal, coupling
these with the rosary and morning
and evening prayers, and sometimes
meditating upon the Psalms of David,
carried always in a tiny volume in
the vest pocket. Any plan of Scrip
ture study is good, providing it ke
made good.—The Missionary.
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THE CHRISTIAN
FAMILY

The older folke can remember a
Lent when the fast wans strictly ob-
gerved, when the Rosary was recited
every night, and when iY would be a
reproach to the family if a member
of it went to the theater or other
place of diversion. "It is Lent,” the
father or mother would say, acd no
farther reminder of what was due to
the ssazon wis NBCEEEAry,

Modern conditione and parental
laxity have changed the rontine of
bome life, have banished many holy
and beautiful custome, There are
children growing up today in so
called Oatbolic homes who naver
kneel with their parents to say the
Rosary in Lent. There sre young
men who frequent poolroome and
saloons as regularly in Lent as atb
any other ftime of the year, and
suffer no qualme of consclence.
Their fathers made an effort to break
away from evil influences out of re.
spect for Lent, and often their efforts
were rewarded by the gracs of peree
verance in good living, There are
young women who feel no compune-
tion in attending dancing parties,
suppers, theaters, etc, though they
have been taughd the meaniog of
Lent. The practice of observing it
was not kept before them. They
have not had the example of Chris-
tian living in the home life.

The Christian home will not allow
anything to interfere with the prac-
tice of religions duties. Christian
parents will impress on their chil.
dren’s minde that there is no more
urgent bosiness in life than the sav-
ing of their souls, no greater pleasura
than in serving and honoring God.
Children so trained will become im-
bued with the spirit of holy living, of
penance snd prayer.—Sacred Heart
Review.

————

CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES

It was the genius of Catholl
Christianity that founded the uni-
versity system of education, and it
has been the most powerfal factor in
the wupbuilding of our civilization.
When, in the early Middle Ages,
hordes of barbarians swept down on
the decaying Roman Empire, they
trampled ont every vestige of the
older order. The Church alone
came forth from this tremendons up-
heaval.
work of recopstruction.
a8 tic and catbedral
mesnd she employed
flerceness of the |
with the development
schools, cams the
Kings, noblemen, |
all, the Popes, were the c

Her mon

tio tame the
of
universi
}ishops and, above
ganizors
universitier,
rmation there wera
universities cstablished in Eur
ope, and no fewer than 53 of theee
were founded and largely endowed
by the Papal charter, But more re
markable still was the enthuslastio
support given {o the universities by
the ordinary people. The modern
feeling that a university and its in
terests are something altogether
outside the concerne of the average
man was quite unknown then. The
meking of a last will and testament
was a religious act, and poor as well
a8 rich considered it their privilege
to make pious benefaciions to the
Church and to the university.—
Truth,

first
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Prior to the Ref
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A familiar filgure in a western city
hall a generation eince, was a big
upstanding man, known in high
circles and in low, W8 the " jail
priest.” He wne well acquainted
with prison cells ; he had seen more
than ones pale dawn rise above &
grim scaffold, ae he climed the crazy
gtairs with his arm arcund a con
demned malefactor, shrinking in the
brief march to death, “ It's the way
of me,” he would explain with a
laugh, Fire, flood, explosion, cyclonae,
wreck, and any and all of the catas
trophies that befall modern
brought thie big hearted priest to
the fore with his words and deeds of
mercy and consolation, When you
saw the Rev. Daniel M¢Erlane, 8. J,,
hastening down the street, or bor
rowing speed by commandeering a
car, a patrol-wagon or an ambulance,
you looked at your paper that after
noon or the nex! morning, with a
new intereat. Somelimes you were
greeted with beadlines, sometimes
you found nothing; for like the
worthy clergyman in “ My New Cur
ate,” Daniel McErlane knew how " to
consume his own smoke."”

“It's the way of me.” It is the
way of Jesus Christ seeking the soul
in its sorest need, to which every
man looks forward with gladness,
when he agcends the altar to assume
the awfol powers of a priest of God.
Daniel McoErlaues, therefore, lacking
perhaps the picturesque garb, man
ner and diction, are commonplaces
of the Oatholic priesthood. “ A

{ fruits and the choicest animals of

Patiently ehe set about the |
gchools ware the |

wvader, and |
thess |

i the

| during the last decade.

| in her lifs at the m
oities, !

| ing
; paper: the datiea of parents fo their

priest's place,’ sald Father Finn,
when the Turkish shells were
shrieking over the bloody beach of
Sedd el Bahr, "' 18 with the dying"
And with a bullet in his chest, and
another in his thigh, he dragged
himsee!f fcom soldier to soldier, until
o bursting shell stilled the sublime
words of absolution on his lips.
Coming nearer home, we find
aoother realization of this priestly
devotion. ' Helping - the injured,
and administering the last rites of
the Church to the dying,” reports a
New York newspaper, detailing the
gread New Haven wreck of Inst week,
" were Father O'Connor and another
priest. A look of happiness came
into pale or bloody faces ns the
priests approached.”

It ie all in the day's work, A hun-
ter of souls, you find the Catholic
priest on sea and land, with lepers
and outonsts, with broken men and
stricken women, whose sole creden-
tinle are that they are in great nesd.
He looks for no earthly reward, for
he has renounced all that the beard
can love, His only ambition is to
continue the work begon in the
shades of Calvary, when the Divine
Lips cried infilnite mercy upon sinfal
men, ‘' for they know not what they
do."—America,

MISSING MASS

Degpite our crowded churches on
Sundays, the number of Mass-
missera {8 evidently on the increase,
says the Tablet. This is especially
noticeable doring the gummer
monthe, and & serious aspect of the
question is the apparent unconcern
evinced by the guilty ones. The fact
that they were " away on vacation"
is, to many, an all-sufficient excuse
for absence from Mass. The ten.
deccy to make Jlittle of this impor
tant obligation can ba accounted
for in only one way; men do not
realize what the Mass means,

A staunch Protestant once re-
marked to a careless Catholic that if
he believed, as the Catholic pro-
fessed to, that Christ became truly |
present! on the altar at the word |
of the priest, there was no storm
that ever came oul of heaven that
would keep him away from Mass.
And ‘it,” eays Thomas a Kempis,
“ this holy sacrament were cele-
brated in only one place, and con-
secrated by only one priest in the
world, how great a desire would men
have to go to that place, and to auch
a priest of God that they might see
the divine mysteries celebrated.”
Now we have many priests and many
Masees, yet with some of our peopls,
familiarity appearentiy breeds, if not
contempt, at least indifference.

The Maes is the greatest act of
worghip that earth oan offer it
Maker, It is the King's Highway
that unites heaven and earth. For
the Maes is & saocrifice, and in sacri-
flce the best that earth has is given
to heaven. In the Old Law the flrst

the flock were offerad. In the New
Law, how infizitely greater is the
Vietim ! The Son of God is oﬂered(
to His Heavenly Father every mo

ment of the day, ' from he rising of |
the sun to the going down thereof ;" |
for Mags may be offered as soon a8 it |
ig dawn, and it is always dawn some- |
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'he wages of sin are ewiftly exact
gd from & young girl who finds too |
late that men deceive. The sudden
ness, the “'tragedy” of her taking off,
furnishes the newepapers of the |
country with a fext for sermonizing,
and a pretext rohearsing similar
sad and sordid stories, written by
man’s perfidy and woman's weakness
There is a
likeness in the stories, a familiar |
ring in the sermonizing, for they
embody the commonplaces of Catho-
lic thought, rejected by a cyniocal
world, forgetful of the great To-
morrow, Here are a few wite state
ments which Catholica have been
teaching these many years, but which
to a Hearst newepaper are 8o novel |
a8 o merit the publicity ol display |
type: 2

Cages of this kind are made |
posgible by: (1) The easy morale ol,
!

|

for

many fathers and mothers today,
aped by their sons and daughters;

| (2) The tendency to forget the holi

nses of love, and to consider marringe

| nothing more thaen a ''legal form' ; |

(3) The light, burles
which problems of sex are treated by
present-day drama and literators; |
(4) The dangers that surround a girl
dern high school
or Prolessors today can
openly profess agnosticism and even
atheiem., All these thinge have
their reflections in tha lives of the |
young." |
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Mr. Trapper and Fur Shipper

We Want Immediately

G’NE CAILLION (1,000,000)
Muskrat SKkins

We are
reliable
Our

the recognized Muskrat Kings of Canada. We are absolutely

and valuations the best and fairest that can be

obtained anywhere in the world.

assortments are
If you want the highest possible price ship to us direct, and save the
middlemen’s profits
Pay no attention to the fakers who are sending out price lists quoting

nearly twice as much as they pay. We are known all over the world as

The Honest Fur House of Canada

We buy all kinds of Raw Fur ir
Ship to us, our returns will
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Show this ted friend

A very Solomon i3 come to judg-
mend. Four points of Catholic teach
are here set forth by a secular

children, the inviolable sanctity of
marriage, a decent stage and a clean |
and schools dedicated to Jesus
Christ.

Nothing less than a fearful calam. |
ity will convince even some Catho- |
lics, that in her ingsistence upon ‘
these fonr points, the Church is
neither prudish, narrow, nor intoler
ant. The leeson is learned when the |
orash comes, but then it is too late.
Sin has triomphed over innocence, |
hell has another soul for whom Christ |
died in vain, the world its nine day's |
goandal, and in sgome desolate home |
a mother weeps for her little lost |
lamb.—America. '
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