
THE monetary times Vol,324 41.
?

• lJl made groand. and survived the earth­
quake without a structural blemish. 
During the subsequent conflagration, 
however, it sustained damage sufficient 
to necessitate the removal of the 
six stories.

When it was known that Mr. Gilbreth 
had received the contract for recon­
structing the building, he was at once 
besieged from all sides for information 
Engineers and architects wanted to 
know about the condition of the steel 
frame.' Paint manufacturers and dealers 

j enquired as to the brand of protective
paint which had been used to prevent 

1 rust, while representatives of other 
lines overwhelmed him with questions 
as to what had happened to other ma­
terials which had been used. The evi­
dence collected by Mr. Gilbreth is of 
the utmost value to the building indus­
try, "and is one of the first cases where 
it has been found possible to make a 
thorough investigation as to the condi­
tion of structural steel and iron after 

\ - îp, having been imbedded in a building for 
a term of years—a much-mooted ques- 

! tion among engineers, architects, and 
buildèrs.
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Mr. Gilbreth, due to his investiga­
tions, believes that :—
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1. A steel frame, properly painted 
and buried in masonry, will not rust

1 enough in thirteen years to affect its 
Struct ’ strength any measurable amount.

2. The better the steel is coated with 
mortar the less it will rust.

3. Pottland-cement is better than lime

AGAINST EARTHQUAKBi SCfl
There is no reason to fearj 

tural damage in tall buildings (id San 
Francisco or anywhere else by i earth­
quake as severe as that of Apr} ’-i80L ; ... . , .

mortar for embedding steel to. prevent
1906, provided these buildings » e p«fr it from rusting.
perly designed and constructed. Tjjgt 4. Unpainted iron rods buried ip

mortar composed of lime and a large 
reedn- proportion of Portland cement rust 
-fraffte little, certainly not enough to impair 
fltisyv *hcir strength. . '
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liiWiiiBFMiiw• is the opinion of Frank B. Gilbrflth, 
New Fork contractor, who is:, 
structihg tlie eight-storey steiy 
Mutual Life building in San 'Fra 
Mr. Gilbreth has been in San Fti 
for several months, where he is I 
a leading part in the work of|!

b
very

1»<1 SCO

taking 
ri . .in­

struction, and during that time H ik had 
exceptional opportunities for sn|ijfying 
(he effects of seismic disttirbandni and 
conflagrations upon various tjymits of ! 
structures. >

1 he^-Mtitual Life building, wtich i 
taller than the average ten-storejyj jbuild 

ing, ." as built thirteen years : ; no o
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