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thy in his heart, absorbs his atten­
tion: every nation on the civilized 
earth attracts a dally portion of his 
care and solicitude.

The Catholic Church of France is 
at this hour harassed by the machin­
ations of an anti-clerical govern­
ment. which has passed laws that 
practically mean the expulsion from
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although le hope
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to attempt to give reliable statis­
tics, ns has been done latterly by 

(the public press- When the thlei fea­
tures of his correspondence are 
known to him, and the great ladite 
of the news of the world, as found 
in the local and foreign newspapers 
or as communicated by special de­
spatch. have t*en brought to his at­
tention, he rodeivee the visit of the 
Cardinal Secretary of State, and re­
fers to him his instructions regard­
ing the chief features of the public 
policy >f the Holy See He also 
gives audience, according to the day - 
of the week, to the other cardinals’ 
who are at the head of the Sacred

reclining WW»

Clever

; Entertaining 

Sketch,

\\ By A. Diarista.

; Rome.

< . From the

Oatholio World •
< •
, ! Magazine,

October Number.

vssc touuuj va lumi.v uj me giveiv re*
ligious congregations of the church, 
and Leo XIII. has daily to usé dip­
lomatic means to foil his French ad­
versaries, and threaten them with 
evils of a political kind should* they 
endeavor to carry into execution 
their worst projects.
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HOSE whd give heed to such ceedingly affable and simple in man-
things will remember that ■ ner» evott,-it would seem, straining

two vears airo ' when Pone ' to pUt tho visltor at hia ea8e- and t year ag , ^ en Pope auow him to forget the princely dig-
L«o XIII. made the last of n}ty and overpoxrering magnetism of

his extensive summer outings in the , the sphinx-like countenance and cn-
Vatican gardens, the newspapers fa- ' t|re bearing of the great priest. Cor-
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thered a pathetic little episode 
which the Pontiff was made to fore­
cast in epigrammatic terms that 
never more would he leave the solid 
walls of the Vrftican Palace. The in­
ference was that ere another summer 
should have come the dissolution of 
the venerable ecclesiastic would have 
taken place. Yet two mouths a&o 
Leo XIU. started out again for his 
summer holiday at the Leonine Vil­
la, brimful of spirits and, according 
to the accounts of those who saw 
him, more buoyant and youthful in 
appearance than two years previous­
ly-

As a matter of fact the pathetic 
little story alliided to was probably 
the outcome of the imaginative jour­
nalist’s brain, for Leo XIII., though 

:in certain serious discourses he has 
not infrequently alluded to the ne- 

'<5essity of his paying? at no lengthy 
date, the great debt of nature, is in 
the ordinary course of his life ex­
tremely optimistic, and when he pro­
phesies at all, counts on distant 
dates which even the most hopeful of 
his admirers could hardly encourage 
themselves to believe he will live to 
see. It may be remarked, by the 
way, that alt that is published in 

Lhe secular press as emanating from 
ÎRome and characterized as Vatican 

>news is very far from being trust­
worthy. In fact, Rome of all cities 

present seems the most plentiful­
ly supplied w4th the class of jour­
nalists whose chief characteristic is 
nowadays described* as of the yellow 
or jaundiced hue. Some years ago 
"fake” news in Europe was frequent­

ly referred to as "Brussels news, ” 
1>ut Rome news "has now put the 
Belgian capital’s brand of intelli­
gence in the shade.

The Vatican is extremely conser­
vative in the matter of -giving out 
items of news. It has no need to 
curry favor with the press of any 
country by being generous in indis­
cretions. The journalist in Rome 
who is in search of interesting 
items, and who is somewhat lacking 
in experience, may at intervals ap- 
t»ly to some of the administrative 
departments for items of informa­
tion. If he secs a subordinate in 
any of the various offices in the Va­
tican or in the Sacred Congrega­
tions, he is invariably given to un­
derstand that the divulgation pf all 
news must proceed from thfe cardinal 
who is at the head of the office. At 
the office of the Pontifical Secretary 
of State, for' instance, he is told 
that Cardinal Rampolla alone is 
competent to give information on a 
given subject. Possibly he will en­
deavor to see the Cardinal Secre­
tary.

He proceeds to the Vatican Pal­
ace at 8 or 9 o’clock in the evening, 
the time at which His Eminence 
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dinal Rampolla will possibly inter­
view his visitor and show a certain 
interest in whatever information he 
is equipped with, but he will give 
away none himself. The’journalist 
retires empty-handed, and if he is 
fashioned after the majority of those 
of his calling who have residence in 
Rome, he will proceed to the Jour­
nalists Hall which is attached to 
the General Post-Office at the Piazza 
San Silvestro, in the heart of the 
city, and there, in conference with 
some of hie confreres, he will think 
out a solution of one or more of the 
problems that are kqown ■ to be in­
teresting the Vatican and of which 
.editors abroad will be eager to be 
informed. And so the foreign reader, 
taking up his inorniW paper and 
perusing detailed aiid interesting In- 
formation regarding what the Pope 
and what Cardinal Rampolla think, 
say, and are about to do concerning 
any fact or topic of public concern, 
is often impressed by the news, lit­
tle doubting that it is a pure fabric­
ation of the imaginatioh, and not 
suspecting that the Vatican author­
ities, differently from other potent­
ates and influences on this earth, nrfe 
very rarely concerned to contradict 
the false and erroneous news that is 
published regarding them.

S'

fraipp1",1 

d him 
reason

dinaVh

And so it is, despite the fact that 
the world has been warned by the 
|journalists that Pope Leo XIII. 
never more intended to leave his 
Vatican prison, not even to the ex­
ilent of going forth into the gardens 
adjacent thereto, that on a Thurs­
day morning about two months ago 
he was carried out in his sedan 
chair by four of his chamberlains. 
And accompanied by his nephew. 
Count Camillo Pecci, a member of 
the Noble Guard, by two soldiers of 
the Swiss Guard and Monsignor Bis- 
teli, one ôf hie1 secretaries, he pro­
ceeded along the Vatican Library, 
and was deposited outside the gate 
which gives entrance to tho Vatican 
Museum. Here a carriage awaited 
him; but the Pontiff preferred to re­
main afoot, and, walking up the 
beautiful avenue that divides the 
gardens, stopped at intervals to ad­
mire the flowers, to examine the 
vines along the hedge-row, and to 
put pertinent questions to the gar­
deners whom ho met concerning the 
freedom of his model little vineyard 
from phylloxera and other grave 
diseases which have, for several 
years past, ravaged the choicest 
vines of Southern Europe.

In a grove of trees on a hill stands 
the famous little villa constructed 
several centuries ago by Pope Leo 
IV. ThiB exceedingly interesting mi­
niature palace, which Leo XHI. has 
rendered celebrated as his holiday 
residence, has walls of extreme 
thickness, a circumstance which 
causes it to retain a cool and equa­
ble temperature even during periods 
of the greatest heat, and its tiny 
windows temper the glare of the Ita­
lian sun and allow only â dim reli­
gious light to penetrate. One of the 
windows belongs to the little chapel 
of the building, and hero, during the 
week or two that he remains abroad 
in the garden. Leo XIII. often cele­
brates his daily Mass.

The only large hall of the villa is 
modestly furnished with leather-cov­
ered chairs, sofas, and foot-stools, 
and in one corner of it is Uio Pope’s 
bed, cut off from view by Japanese 
screens. In another is hia famous 
pillowed arm-chair. This pillowed 
arm-chair Was made ^ ^ 
the Pont 
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two physicians, a fact, by the way, 
which escaped the knowledge fd most 
of the journalists who reported the 
matter, for they placed the lundheor 
in tho Vatican Palace itself. .Thi 
luncheon was something of an epqch- 
marking event at the Vatican. Eti­
quette requires that should the Pope 
give a luncheon or a dinner to any 
distinguished guest, the Pontiff him­
self must, under ordinary circum­
stances, not only be served at a ta­
ble apart, but also cut off from view 
of the guests by screens, which, 
though they do not obscure the 
trend of the conversation, neverthe­
less preserve the privacy of the Pon­
tiff’s meal. According to tho Cere- 
moniale Romanum this point of eti­
quette may be deviated from when 
the Pope invites to his table an em­
peror, king, or reigning prince, to 
the extent of the Pontiff’s not being 
cut off from view, but it is distinct­
ly laid down that no woman shall 
ever be a guest at the table of the 
Holy Father, or eat in his presence, 
even though she be empress, queen, 
or his hown lood relation.

The physicians in question who en­
joyed the uniquô Hohor of dining 
with Leo XTII., Doctors Lapponi and 
Mazzoni, had gained the Holy Fa­
ther’s good will and gratitude by 
their extreme devotedness and by 
the success of the operation which 
they performed about a year ago.

After the luncheon, the Holy Far 
ther, in accordance with his custom 
during his summer "holiday, took I 
brief siesta, and then went out for a 
promenade in the garden. Dressed in 
his white cassock, wearing a large 
white beaver hat to protect him 

•from the sun’s rays, and withggjg 
ivory-headed cane in one hand and 
his silver snuff-box in the other, he 
marched about, examining the vines 
which he^bad planted with his own 
hands close by the villa, and dis­
coursing again with the head gar­
dener on tlie science and art of viti­
culture and flower-raising, subjects 
in which the Pontiff is a noted ex­
pert.

His promenade ended at a little 
grotto, where, within* a sheltered 
nook, hewn in rough stone, a foun­
tain of fresh water tosses itself 
sparkling in the air, and where my­
riads of little birds disport them­
selves in the refreshing shade. The 
Pontiff, it is well known, takes a 
rare delight in the feathered deniz­
ens of the air, though it is totally 
untrue, and the statement has caus­
ed pain to the Holy Father, that, as 
has been reported in the newspapers 
and in alleged '"biographies,” he 
makes a practice of keeping caged 
birds in hie apartments and of catch­
ing untamed birds in snares and 
sending them as presents to those to 
whom he desires to do honor.

At two o’clock he is back in the 
villa and ready for the enormous 
business of his extremely responsible 
charge. His mail has been sorted out 
for him and he goes over it with his 
secretaries. The Pope’s mail-bag is 
the largest of any individual in the 
world, though here again it would 
be merely a flight of the inuurina 
to attempt 
tics 
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Spain, also, whose king Is his own. a matter to which he has given long
godson, is the object of his immedi­
ate solicitude, for the Carlist move­
ment insidiously bolsters Itself on 
the alleged encouragement of the 
higher clergy of Spain, and of the 
Holy See itself.* An envoy of Don 
Carlos has recently been residing in 
Rome, and for weeks vainly endeav­
oring to induce the Pope to with­
draw some of his antagonism to the 
Carlist movement in Spain, which 
the pretender asserts is certain of 
success if countenanced by the Pope.

Portugal livewise, for months past 
has been a source of worry and grief 
to the Pontiff on account of its hos­
tility to the religious orders of the 
country. So determined and resolute 
an attitude has the Pontiff been 
abliged to adopt that King Carlos, 
being put in the dilemna of either 
discountenancing the anti-clerical 
movement or of being excommunicat­
ed, had recently to leave his own 
country on the pretext of showing 
hie kingly countenance to his belov­
ed subjects in the Azores.

Germany has been working night 
land day with all the pqwers of its 
diplomacy to Induce the Vatican to 
withdraw from France the especial 
function of exercising a protectorate 
over the Catholic missions in the 
far East, and to concede to her for­
mal protectorate powers over Catho- 
lic missionaries of German vorigin, 
and it has required no small .thought 
and labor on the part of Leo XIII. 
to placate the German Government 
and retain his influence with it while 
refusing to accede immediately to 

[its request. -
■ Russia, also, which has a special 

J minister accredited to the Holy See, 
takes up no inconsiderable part of 
the Pope’s time, as negotiations of 
a very difficult character, have for a 
long time been oh foot regarding the 
reinstatement of several Polish bish­
ops in their sees, from which they 
have been driven on account of al­
leged hostility to the Czar’s authar- 
ity. Significant of the kind of detail, 

Inot immediately connected with im­
portant diplomatic and religious 
questions, that occupies the' Pope’s 

Jmittd, is the, fdet that he has just 
notified Count Lahnsdorff that he 
will confer the order of S$int Greg- 
dry on the Russian General Zerpetz- 

■ky for rescuing Catholic missionar­
ies in Mongolia during the recent 
disturbances, and that further he 
will confer gold and silver medals on 
the Russian officers and soldiers who 
distinguished themselves by their 
bravery.

The Church in England is at this 
moment occupying a share of the 
Pope s attention on account of the 
trouble that has been provoked over 
the question of the King’s corona­
tion oath. The ,Holy Father, it is 
said, while desiring to be concilia­
tory as far as it is in hie power, 
nevertheless stood resolutely oppos­
ed to the altered form of the oath 
which was recently submitted ho the 
House of Lords, his contention be­
ing that a repudiation of Catholic 
doctrine, in however mitigated a 
form, «wge anomalous and utterly un­
justifiable in an empire that at this 
hour, counts so many millions of 
Catholics, and that depends to such 
a large extent on stout Catholic 
arms for its defence.

Austria has its troubles over the 
Los Von Rom party, who are en­
deavoring to have the empire break 
with the Catholic Church, for which 
purpose the German Evangelical 
churches recently subscribed the sum 
of $100,000. In this regard the Pope 
is in daily telegraphic communica­
tion with the nuncio at Vlenna..

Even little Switzerland is not left 
out of the Pope’s consideration, lor 
recently we find him taking a daily 
interest in the preparations by the 
Swiss Guard Yor the celebration of 
the centenary «I ~

esting and characteristic, reply in 
Latin, which gratified and fluttered 
the university authorities in a mark­
ed degree.

The United States has also latter­
ly occupied n large share of the 
Pope’s attention. The question of 
the Philippines In particular has been

holiday, and will 
be spared to direct the fortunes of 
the church and lead civilized men 
from scepticism and infidelity to 
paths of rectitude and light.

HOW THEY ÏÏ8BE COMFORTED.
study, ahd concerning which he has 
held long colloquies with Archbishop 
Chappclle. Other subjects which Im­
mediately Interest the Pontiff in this 
country are the University at Wash­
ington, concerning which he has re­
cently forwarded a highly interest­
ing letter to Cardinal Gibbons, Arch­
bishop of Baltimore; and also the 
movement of missions for non-Cath- 
olics, which was promoted some 
years ago on a small scale, but has 
latterly acquired enormous develop­
ment, and has the most flattering 
encouragement and cordial blessing 
of the Pontiff.

Italy itself is naturally a matter 
of important consideration for His 
Holinesp. The anti-clerical party 
there never grows weary in its at­
tacks upon the church, and the lat­
est development in this regard has 
been the proposal of laws according 
and facilitating divorce in tho King­
dom of Italy. To this the Pope has 
made most Vigorous opposition, and 
with such effect, it is said, that Sig­
nor Zanardelli, the present Prime 
Minister and author of the proposed 
laxr, will be forced to withdraw it 
at an early date. The poverty and 
misery of the Italian people, conse­
quent on the maladministration of 
the civil government ahd on the 
maintenance of aq 'extremely expen­
sive and utterly needless army arid 
navy of vast proportions, have stir­
red bodies of peasants in many 
parts of the country to almost opep 
revolt and promoted the organiza­
tion of anarchist, socialist, and 
other subversive groups whose aim 
is to overthrow the present order of 
government. The Pope himself is 
broad-minded on social questions, 
and whjle never willing to encourage 
anything which savors of violent sub­
version of government, he gives his 
hearty endorsement to the formation 
of movements among the people that 
tend to the betterment of the condi­
tion of the workingman, and to the 
closer harmony and brotherhood of 
labor and capjtal.

,The enormous range of the Pope’s 
interests in foreign politics and out­
side does not preclude the fulfilment 
of all the details of his office as a 
priest. Following hie thanksgiving 
act after Mass, he breaks hie fast 
with a up of chocolate or hot milk 
and a biscuit, and then proceeds to 
recite a portion of the holy office of 
the Breviary. After hjs lunch a fur­
ther portion thereof is recited, and, 
during his outings in the Vatican 
gardens, the Holy Itoeary is said at 
4 o'clock in the afternoon, all ser­
vants and' attendants who are pre­
sent in the villa taking part. When 
supper is over His Holiness finishes 
the day's quota of the Breviary 
generally reciting it in common with 
Monsignor Angeli, Ms Secretary for 
the Latin Letters, who afterwards 
reeds to him a few pages of some 
ascetic or. spiritual work.

It should be obvious to even the 
most unthinking that the colossal 
energy and mental activity of Leo 
XIII. requires a large amount of sus­
tenance. Here again, however,' the 
Rome journalists, the majority of 
whom arc never allowed to put their 
foot within the residence portion of 
the Vatican Palace, enliven the 
world with accounts of Leo XIII. 
living* on a single egg a day, or 
practically discarding bodily nour­
ishment. As a matter of fact, and 
Pio Centra, the Pope’s body attend- 
Ç**' is authority for the statement, 
Leo XIII. is a good eater. His food 
is of the widest variety. Fish, flesh, 
fowl, and eggs in a multiplicity of 
forms, milk, chocolate, coffee. - and 
cheese are freely partaken of, the 
Pontiff exercising but little choice 
and accepting whatever It has 

cook to prepare for him. 
The first refection is taken shortly

Shortly after the close of the 
Civil War, two photographers from 
up near the Canadian border line 
went down south to secure pictures 
of some of the places in which bat­
tles had been fought, and, also, of 
anything else that came In their 
way. At this time there was a spe­
cial interest taken in the South, and 
pictures of that section were selling
rapidly.

The two young men were Protest­
as ts—both strong and sturdy, with 
no dread of going into the South, 
though they knew that it was not 
easy to get along in some places, be­
cause thé war had made the people 
suspicious of every one.

They had a quiet journey and were 
successful in reaching a place from 
which they might easily move around 
to, different points of interest. The 
town was small and accommodations 
not easy to get, but after some 
searching they were taken into a 
very plain habitation, with a good 
deal of reluctance and some suspi­
cion, it'seemed to our young men.

The cottage was rude and had no­
thing to recommend it from a hun­
dred others, but-our travelers were 
glad to be taken in, knowing that 
any one who sought shelter in those 
times and places could not be too 
particular..

They did not fail to see and feel 
the reserve with which the family 
treated them, but they thought that 
the day might make their position 
more agreeable.

When evening arrived instead of 
the reserve becoming less it seemed 
to have increased. After supper, as 
the fami,y sat around the homely 
sitting room, the guests endeavored 
to be sociable. They talked of pho­
tography and the North, and of 
everything they could think of,, but 
conversation with the people wa» 
impossible. >

The evening dragged along in this 
way until it was time to retire. By 
this time our travelers had begun to 
grow suspicious; they could not un­
derstand those people.

The host conducted them to their 
chamber with a silence that seemed 
to them a foreboding of anything 
but good. When he returned, to the 
sitting room he took the light with 
him.

Now was a time for consultation ; 
they were here and must remain for 
the night any way. They seated 
themselves on tho side of the bed, ‘ 
tlito being the only furniture the 
room afforded, and talked over the 
situation. Both were of the opinion 
that they were likely to have trou­
ble before the night was over, and 
they made up their minds that they 
would not undress, but would lie on 
the bed, and, if trouble came, would 
sell their lives dearly.

The famffy Remained in the sitting 
room, where they had spent the 
evening and seemed to be conversing. 
Part of the time they used quiet, 
conversational tones, but the guests 
thought that most of the time they 
were talking in secret and in whis­
pers.

They listened, but at first could 
distinguish no words.

Suddenly the family moved into 
the room directly under where our 
guests were sleeping and commenced 
talking in loud and animated voices, 
and all seemed to be speaking toge­
ther. What could it moan? Surelv 
their time had come and, though 
they were by no means cowards, 
their hearts sank, and if they had 
ever prayed they would have done so 
then, so much were they in fear of 
their lives. Some people know so 
little of prayer that even at the ap­
proach of death, they do not know 
how to turn their faces toward God.

The older of the two, a little bra­
ver than the other, got down care­
fully on the floor and listened with 
all the attention possible for some 
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