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HOSE whé give heed to such
things will remember that

two years ago,  when Pope '

Leo XIII. made the last of
his extensive summer outings in the
WVatican gardens, the newspapers fa-
Lhered a pathetic little episodé in

which the Pontiff was made to fore- |

cast in epigrammatic terms that
mever more would he leave the solid
walls of the Vdtican Palace. The in-
ference was that ere another summer
should have come the dissolution of
the veneérable ecclesiastic would have
1aken place. Yet two months ago
Leo XIII. started out again for his
summer holiday at the Leonine Vil-
1a, brimful of spirits and, according
to the accounts of those who saw
him, more buoyant and youthful in
appearance than two years previous-
y.
As a matter of fact the pathetic
little story alluded to was probably
the outcome of the imaginative jour=
malist's brain, for Leo XIII., though
sin certain ‘serious discourses he has
not infrequently alluded to the ne-
~cessity of his paying)” at no lengthy
date, the great debt of nature,.is in
the ordinary course of his life ex-
tremely optimistic, and when he pro-
phesies at all, counts on distant
dates which even ‘the most hopeful of
his admirers could hardly encourage
themselves to believe he will live to
sée. It may be remarked, by the
way, that all that is published in
the secular press as emanating from
MRome and characterized as Vaticar
Tmews is very far from being trust-
“worthy. In fact, Rome of all cities
at present seems the most- plentiful-
3y supplied with the class of jour-
nalists whose chief characteristic is
nowadays describeds as of the yellow
or jaundiced hue. - Some years ago
“‘fake’” news in Europe was frequent-
iy referred to as “‘Drussels news; *’
But Rome news has now put  the
Belgian capital’s  brand of intelli-
®&ence in the shade.

The Vatican is extremely conser-
walive in the matter of giving out
items of news. It has no need : to
curry favor with the press of any
<ountry by being generous in indis-
cretions. The journalist in Rome
who is in search of interesting
items, and who is somewhat lacking
in experience, may at intervals ap-
Ply to some of the administrative
departments for items of informa-
tion. If he seecs a subordinate in
any of.the various offices in the Va-
tican or in the Sacred Congrega-
tions, he is invariably given to un-
derstand that the divulgation pf all
news must proceed from thé cardinal
who is at the head of the office. At
the office of the Pontifical etary
of State, for instance. he is = told
that Cardinal Rampolla alone  is
competent to give information on a
given subject.’ Possibly he will en-
deavor ‘to gee ‘the Oardinal Secre-

the ‘Vu_ﬁ@ " Pal-
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audiences’and holds receptions.
1 to

aflable and simple ‘in man-
ner, even, -it would seém, straining
0 put the visitor at his ease, and
allow him to forget the princely dig-
nity and overpowering magnetism of
th hinx-like countenance and en-
tire bearing of the great priest. Car-
dinal Rampolla will possibly - inter-
| view his visitor and show a certain
interest in whatever information he
1 is equipped with, but he will give
himself. The journalist

y-handed, and if he is

fter the majority of those

ling who have residence in

he will proceed to the Jour-

3 Hall which is attached to

the General Post-Office at the Piazza
| San Silvestro, in the heart of the
city, and there, in conference with
some of his confreres, he will think
out a solutiont of one or more of the
problems that are known-to be in-
teresting the Vatican and of which
editors abroad will be eager to be
informed. And so thll foreign reader,
taking up his morpjue paper and

ceedingl

formation regarding what the Pope
and what Cardinal Rampolla think,
say, and are about to do concerning
any fact or topic of public concern,
is often impr ed by the news, lit-
tle doubting that it is a pure fabric-
ation of the imaginatioh, and not

specting that the Vatican authop-
ities, differently from other potent-
ates and influences on this earth, aré
very rarely concerned to contradict
the fa nd erroneous news that is
published regarding them.

despite the fact that
been warned by the
journal that- Pope Leo- XIIL,
never more intended to leave his
Vatican prison, not even to the ex-
tent of going forth into-the gardens
adjacent thereto, that on a Thurs-
day morning about two months ago
he was  carried out in his sedan
chair * by four of his chamberlains.
And accompanied . by his nephew,
Count Camillo Pecci, a member of
the Noble Guard, by two soldiers of
1 the Swiss Guard and Monsignor Bis-
teli, one of his' secretaries, he pro-
ceeded along the Vatican Library
and was deposited outside the gate
which. gives entrance to the Vatican
Museum. Here a carriage awaited
him; but the Pontiff preferred to re-
main  afoot, and, walking up the
beautiful aveénue that divides the
gardens, stopped at intervals to ad-
mire the flowers, to examine ' the
vines along the hedgerow, and to
put pertinent questions to the gar-
deners whom he met concerning the
freedom of his model little vineyard
from phylloxera and other -grave
diseases which have, for several
years past, ravaged the choicest
vines of Southern Europe.  *

In a grove of trees on a hill stands
the famous little villa constructed
several tenturies ago by Pope - Leéo
IV. This ngly interesting mi-
niature palace, which Leo XIII, has
rendered celebrated as his holiday
residence, has walls  of extreme
thickness, - a  circumstence: which
Causes it to retain a cool equ
ble ';hizmperut.ure even during
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perusing detailed and interesting-in- |
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two physicians, a fact;” by the way,
which escaped the knowledge gf most
of the journalists -who reported ' the
matter, for they placed the lunc¢heon
in the Vatican Palace itself.  .This
luncheon was something of an epach-
marking event at the Vatiecan. BEti-

quette requires that should the Pope }

give a luncheon or a dinneér ‘to any
distinguished guest, the Pontiff him-
self \must, under ordinary ' ciréum-
ot only be served at a ta-
ble apart, but also cut off from view
of the guests by screens, - Which,
though they do not obscure the
trend of the conversation, neveérthe-
less prescerve the privacy of the Pon-
tifi’s meal. According ‘to the' Cere-
moniale Romanum this point of eti-
quette may be deviated from  when
the Pope invites to his table an em-
peror, king, or reigning prinCe, to
the extent of the Pontifi’s not being
cut off from view, but it is distinct-
ly laid down that no woman = shall
ever be a guest at the table of the
Holy Father, or eat in his presence,
even though slie be empress, queen,
lood Telation.

The phygiclans in question who én«
joyed the uniqué hohor of dining
with Leo X1II., Doctor§ Lapponi and
Mazzoni, had gained the Holy Fa-
ther's good will and gratitude by
their extreme devotedness and by
the success of the gperation which
they performed about a year ago.

After the luncheon, the Holy Fa-
ther, in accordance with his custom
during his summer-holiday, took a
brief siesfa, and then went out for a
promenade in the garden. Dressed in
his white cassock, wearing a large
white = beaver. hat  to prot him
from the sun’s rays, and with an
ivory-heagded cane in one hand and
his silver spufi-box in-the other, he
marched about, examining the vines
which heshad planted with his own
hands close by the wvilla, and dis-
coursing again with the head gar-
dener on the science and art of viti-
culture and  flower-raising, subjects
in which the Ponfifl is a noted ex-
pert.

His promenade ended at a - little
grotto, where, within a  sheltered
nook, hewn in rough stone, a foun~
tain of ‘fresh . water tosses itself
sparkling in the air, and where my~
riads of little birds disport them-
selves in the reéfreshing shade. The*
Pontiff, it is well known,  takes, a
rare delight in the feathered deniz-
ens of the air, though it is totally
untfue, and the statement has caus-
ed pain to the Holy Father, that, ag
has been reported in the newspapers
and. in alleged *'biographies,”’ he
makes a practice ‘of keeping caged
‘birds in his apartments and of catch~
ing . “untamed- birds in snares and
sending them as presents to those to
whom he desires to do honor.

At two o’clock he is back
villa and ready for the enormous
business of his extremely responsible

in the |

insidiously ' bolsters itgelf  on
the ‘alleged encouragement. “of  the
higher clergy of 'Spain, and of the
Holy See itself> An envoy . of Don
Carlos has recently been residing in
Rome, and: for weeks vainly endeav-
oring to induce the Pope to with-
draw some of his antagonism to the
Carlist movement in Spain, ‘which
the pretender asserts is certain of
success if coutitenanced by the Pope.

Portugal livewise, for months past
has beéen a source of worry and grief
to the Pontiff on account of its hos-
tility to the religious oxders of the
country. So determined and résolute
an -attitude = has-the Pontifi béen
abliged to adopt-that King Carlos,
being put in the dilemna of either
discountepancing the anti-clerical
movement or of being excommunicat-
ed, ‘had recently to leave his own
country on the. pretext of  showing
his kingly ceuntenance to his belov-
ed subjects in the AzZores,

Germany has been working night
and day with all the powers of its
diplomacy ‘to induee the Vatican to
withdraw from France the especial
function of exercising a protectorate
over the Cathdlic missions in  the
far Bast, and to concede to her for-
mal protectorate powers over Catho-
lic missionaries of German origin;
and it has required no small thought
and labor on the part of Leo XIII.
to ‘placate the German-Government
and retain his influence with it while
refusing to. accede immediately ~ to
its request, ¥ o A

Russia, also, which has a ' special
minister aceredited to the Holy See,
takes up no inconsiderable part of
the Pope’s time, as negotiations of
a very difficult character have for a
long time beén ont foot regarding the
reinstatement of several Polish bish-
ops in their sees, from which’ “they
have been driven on secount of al-
leged hostilify to the Czar’s authar-
ity. Significant of the kind of detail,
not immediately connected with jm-
portant = diplomatic ‘and religious
questions, that occupies the' Pope's
mind, is the fact that he has just
notified Count Yahnsdorfl * that he
will confer the order ‘of Saint Greg-
ory on the Russian tzemarml Zerpetz-
ky for rescuing Catholic missionar-
ies in Mongolia during the ' recent
disturbances, and that = further “he
will confer gold and silver medals on
the Russian officers and soldiers who
Histinguished themselves by  their
bravery. )3

The Church in England is at this
moment oceupying a share - of the
Pope’s ‘attention on account of the
trouble that has been provoked over
the question of the King's corona-
tion oath. The Holy Father, it ig
said, ‘while desiring to be concilia-
tory as far as it is in his- power,
nevertheless stood resdlutely oppos-
ed to the aitered form of the: oath
which ‘was recently submitted o the
House of Lords, his contention be-
ing  that a repudiation of Catholic
doctrine, in ' however mitigated a
form, m anomalous and utterly un-
justifiable in dn empire that at this
hour: counts so . many millions of
Catholics, and i :
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Chappelle. Other subjects wmc?“}m-,
-mediately interest the Pontiff in this
colintry are the Uniwversity at Wash-
ington, comcerning which he has  re-
cently forwarded a bighly interest-
ing letter-to’ Cardinal Gibbons, Arche
bishop ‘of Baltimore; and alse  the
movement, -of missions for non-Cath-
olies,
Vvears ago on a small scale, but has
latterly acquired enormous develop-
ment,  and has the most flattering
encouragement. and- cordial blessing
of the Pontifl, ;

“ Italy itself is naturally a matter
of important. consideration for His
Holinesg. The atti-clerical party |
there never grows weary in its at-
tacks upon the church, and the lat-
est development in this regard

been the proposal of laws ' according
‘and facilitating divorce in the King-
dom of Italy: To this the Pope has
made most, Vigorous opposition, and
with such effect, it is said; that Sig~1
nor Zanardelli, the = present - Prime
Minister and author: of the proposed
law, will be forced to. withdraw it
at ‘an early date. The poverty and
misery of the Italian people,- ¢onse-
quent on the maladministration of
the' civil governmeiit ahd —on  the
maintenance of  an ‘extremely expen-
sive and utterly needless army . and
navy of vast proportions, have stir-
red - bedies = of peasants in many
parts of the country to almost open
revolt- and promoted "the organiza-
tion - of anarchist, socialist, and
other subversive groups whose aim
i to overthrow the present order of
government.. The Pope * himself  is
broad-minded on - social questions,
and while never willing to encourage
anything which savors of violent sub-
version of government, he gives his
hearty endorsement to the formation
of_movements among the people that
tend to the betterment of the condi-
tion of ‘the workingman, and to the
closer harmony and brotherhood - of
labor and- capital. ?

. The enormous range of the Pope's
interests in foreign politics and out-
side does not preclude the fulfilmeént
of all the details of his office as a
priest. - Following his thanksgiving .
act after Mass, he breaks his fast
with a up'of chocolate or hot milk
and a biscuit, and then proceeds to
reciteé a portion of the holy office of
the Breviary. After hjs lunch a fur-
ther portion thereof is recited, and,
during his outings in the Vatican
gardens, the Holy Rosary is said at
4 o'clock in the afternoon, all ser-
vants and attendants who are pre-
sent in the villa taking part. When
supper is over His Heliness finishes
the ‘day’s " quota of the Breviary,
gonerally reeiting it in common with
Monsignor - Angeli, his Secretary for
the Latin Letters, ‘who afterwards
reads to him a- few pages of somp
ascetic or spiritual work.: ShT e
Tt should be obvious - to S even Yhe:
most unthinking that the . colossal
energy and ‘mental activity of )
XII1. requires-a-large
tenance.  H

which  was promoted  some. |*
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‘Bhortly after I of . the
ivil War, two photographers from
up  near ‘the Canadian border line
\went down South to secure picturcs
of some of the places in which bat-
tles had been fought, and, also, of

ything else that came ' in - their
way. At this time there was a spe-
einl ‘interest taken in the South, and
pictures of that section were selling

The two young men were Protest-
ants—both strong and sturdy, with
no dread of going into thé South,
though they kweéw that it - was not
easy to get along in some places, be-
cause thé war had made the. people
suspicious. of every one.

Theéy had a quiet journey and were
successful in reaching a place from
which they might easily move around
to different ‘points of interest. 'The
‘town was small and accommodations
not  easy to get, but after some
searching they were taken into a
very: plain habitation, with a good
deil of reluctance and some  suspi-
éion, it"seemed to our young men.

The cottage was rude and had no-
thing to recommend it from a hun-
dred others, but-our travelers - were
glad” to be taken in, knowing that
any one who sought shelter in those
times and places could not be too
Pparticular.

‘They did not fail to see and feel
the reserve with which the family
treated them, but they thought that
the day might make their’ position
more agreeable.

When evening arrived jnstead of
the reserve ‘becoming less it seemed
to haye increased. After supper, as
the ~fami,y sat around the homely
sitting room, the guests endeavored
to be .sociable, They talked of pho-
tography and the North, .and of
everything they could think of, but
conVerSation with the people was
impossible. 9

The evening dragged, along in this
,way until it was time' to retire. By
this time our travelers had begun to
grow suspicious; they could not un-
derstand- those people. ;

The host conducted them to their
chamber: with a silence thal scemed
Lo them a foreboding of . anything
but good. When he returned to the
sitting room he took the light with
him, 3 :

Now was a time for. consultation ;
they were here and must remain for
the night any way.  They “seated

themselves on the side of the bed, *

this being ‘the-only = furniture the
room- afforded, and talked over the
situation. Both were of the opinion
that they were likely to have trou-
ble before the night was over, and
they made up their minds that they
“would not undress, but would lic on
‘the bed, and, it trouble came, would
sell their lives dearly. -

The family remained in the sitting
room, « Where  they. had spent the
‘evening and seemed to be conversing.
Part. of the time they used quict,

‘| tonversational tones, but the guests

thought that most of the time they

‘were talking in secret dnd in whis-

They distened, but at first could
ish no words,. -

y the family moved into
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