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THRE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

Little nted be said of the work of this
Buresu. though the importance of it is
great at s moment when then (
and Mobilisation sre the most stirring muli-
tary questions. Bat, consider the
and certainty such help as that the
tslented Officers emplo; ed, gives to the
military authorities during Parliamentary
discassions. In fact, the law on the cadrés

just now béen settled by mutual agreée-
ment, although a_severe conflict on the
sestion was supposed to be impendin
Qe fhody is satisfed- s ot this ;&
ter than our plan of Royal Commissiond
Parliamentary Committees succeeding each
other in & weary series, the members ap
proaching the subject with odly one cer-
{ainty,—that it is perfectly new to them and
they must learn its radiments ¥ ’

2xp Bureav.

Foreign Armies and Navies.

Twenty foar Officers are employed in this

Bureau slone ‘and the number is found im*
8 iemt.
[he stodies are isely similar to those
of the Prussian “ Thres Sedtions,” aad the
Austrisn Seotioh for * Statistics of Foréign
Armies.” Great Powers are studied sepa-
rately, small ones in groups. The studres
comprise, military 10atitutions, organization,
instraction, men, material, establishmeats.
Naval affsirs are treated generally, in less
detail than the land services,

All this information must not only be in
the ion of the Bureau, but must be
g0 arranged and co-ordinated as to be at dis-
posal for the immediate enlightenment of
the Government or authorities interested.

Moreover, to the 2nd Bureau is confided
the task of spreading such information as
may be desireable among the Officers and
men of the Army generally.

This duty is performed by periodical or

ial publieations, -such, for instance, as
the * Revae Militairé de VEtranger.” The
French Government and mulitary suthori-
ties have accepted the the truth that itis
not enough to have information accamuiat:
od at head-quarters, bat that it is wise to
diffase 3 knowledge of foreign military sys
tems as widely as possible. Every eu-
couragement is given to officers to'stu i

such subjects, and to travel for the pup < |

This Bureau receives and deals wih 1502
reports of the Military Attachés, and is re’
sponsible for bringing uny valuable infor-
mation contdined in them to the notice of
the authorities specially interested in it.
By this course every head of a department
knows that nothing interesting will escape
him, while he is not burthened with the
task of reading a mass of MS. which does
not concern him. )

The military attachés of French embassies,
like those of Prussia and Austris, report
directly 10 the Minister of War or thé Chief
of the 8taff. - In any case the Stalf ret-ives
and deals with the_ despstches al ‘oas=s,
Eaglish military attachés report 1o the em-
bassadors. Their despatenss g» 10 vae
Foreign Office, and thence thrdugu may
hands before they reach the Inteligeuce
::lu;h. Is not this system: rather unprac-

Before the late war, and its re markable
lessons, the French systom was highly un-
practical, Not only_Colonel Stoffel’s des-

patches, but the reports of numerous Offi- |

cers sent to travel in Germany, called atten-
tiou in the strongest terms to the i

ity of the German organisation for war. and
® the extraordinery donlomtof the
military art in the conntry of erick the
Great. Nay more, the inferiority of the
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astem was freqaeblty inwitwi
e e, Loskoros,

holel in the War Dapds,
wint of 4 L ¥

¥y
from departmen
sible for utitiz. g th- l-ul-ma&lm
:}:0.. thoe: 1o,0-t ni Jdocuments were
iffered to Le anre od anl unknown by the
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¢s the uredu publish its

but Goverament money L been Nted
for the endo of the *
des Officiers,” an nstitution first ‘establish-
ddz jrivate methhers, but now

éd 'A% o meant of bringifg € 'thé “of
d-l, O})iniom. often crude endugh, held by
individuals concerning homée or foreign

authorities, always a ssfety valve for that
intelisctanl enerpy so charscteristic of the
French. Thus & former source of bittétnsss
and grombling authority has bsen
turned into a spring of informsiion and
contentment.

2xp Bureavu.

This Bareau is at pressat dne of the most
i t and active in Franoce, though
many of its functions are of a temporary
character. aud will ceass when the poch of
change ceases, when the Army is y re*
organsed, and the stodies which must pre
cede modern cvmpaigos ars completed so
far as only toneed periodical revision.

It is divided into four sections -

1st Section.

Preparation of Military Operations.—Study
of probible theatres of operations at home
and abroad, Travels of the Sisff Officers.
Grand mancuvres.

2nd Section.

Iristruction of the Army as awhole.—Ques—
tions relating to general instruction of the
Army. Preparations of rules applicanle to
#ll ayms—e g,, regulations for service in the

el
3rd Section.

Study and Arrangement of Documents ne
cessary for ArmiesToking the Field. —Such
| as maps, statistics, military opograpy.

Atk Section. .

Histories.—Assembly of historical doen-

of thess docaments with the object extract

.
.

ing usefal information from them, especial
ly the modifications whidh shoall be'intrb-
toad in €he tactice of the différent‘arims. -

“Thisk fors moment what this'office s

| fo'ifo. No léis than'fo plan the défence of
thé éountry and the best méans of attacking
other countries. The st studies are pur.

sued by Prussiv, Austris and other Powers.
S'iceiy we had better kesp our eves open {0
this fact. ' Now, strategical studies such as
these. must be based upon accaratesnd detsil
ed knowledge, ar they will not be worth the
they are writien upon. To gather
accurate details, all the army is ag work,
Officers ' of the garris
studvin: e

view 10 the

ments relativé to the last canipaign. Study |5
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tropps at -t0 or ‘within Africa.
InNoveraber, 1772 a Commiite was ap-
pointed to consider the whole question of
tsansport and lines of communica’
tion. [ts Report s wdopled lést A
and is now the basis ior the work of the
. The scheme reconmmended
adopied is most interssting nn- instructive.
The Roport has n_trensiatel for the In-
telligence Branch and would be
at onoe but for that sédsible
cost of printing. 7
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and with alterations 10 be made
It 16 Oifiosrs; hom areon
the - and a pumber of other emplayés.
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