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recognize the 

nf Vreshvttrian*,
in a church which refuses inIt is a large question, demanding dis- 

many sides, hut we must limit
point raised.

THE ENGLISH BIBLt? A SUGGESTION. vilidity uf the ordirmion 
Congregation. lists, Methodists and Biptists, 
and f irhids fraternising, except in the most 
c nstnintd and disant fashion, with these 
very dissenters ; and 'hits, as the Belfast 
Wuness tersely put it, “tends the seamless 
co it r-f Chriit " The mutual recognition of 
all who are irue believers and disciples 
must come ere thetc can he a united Chris»

cussion on
ourselves now to the one 
We maintain that young men who are as
piring to the Christian ministry should 
have large knowledge of the common ver
sion of the Bible before they begin any 
course of special preparation ; and it they 
are found defective the Church should

We often hear complaints that in these 
days there is great ignorance of the Bible; 
and it is slated that even ministers do not 
know the Book as well as the men of for
mer generations ; while the young men 
who are coming forward as theological 
students and candidates for the ministry 
are said to he in a still worse plight. 
Sometimes statements are made as to the 
cause of this which seem to us to be wide 
of the mark. The immediate cause of the 
ignorance of a book is simply that it is 
not sufficiently read. A reason for this is 
that it is not systematically taught .to 
young people; and that the boys and girls 
have today too much reading matter 
thrust upon them in early life, and they do 
not always choose the best. However we 
are not now concerned with causes. Sup
posing the facts to be as stated what is 
the remedy ? Can the Church do any- \\ 
thing ? A living church can do things 
now just as well as the church of the past. 
Long ago the Church established colleges 
and seminaries for the purpose of training 
young men for the ministry, and these in
stitutions are still useful even if they are 
not perfect. The Presbyterian Church in 
its early days laid stress upon the study 
of the Scriptures in the original tongues ; 
and that is as needful as ever for the thor-

teudomprepare a plan dealing with this one point.
The scientific study of the Old Testament 
as a literature that covrs a period of a 
thousand years is, we believe, of the high 
est importance for the preacher ; but a 
simple knowledge of that literature as it 
appears in the noble dress of the English 
translation is necessary to us all.
the English Readers Bible, the Temple sion Superintendent 
Bible, and all the other Bibles, the liven- into which the writer will throw his whe • 
tieth century should see not only an in heart, and its appearance will be awaited 
crease of Bible reading but also a more with high expectation and interest, 
intelligent appreciation of the great truths 
there set forth in such varied and attrac-

Rev C. W Gordon of Winnipeg than 
whom both because of close association 
with the late Dr. Robertson, and of his 
literary ability, no one is better qualified, 
is engaged in preparing a book on tl e 
life and work of our veteran Home Mis-

The work is one
With

Literary Notes.
live forms. The Contemporary for Api il contains a 

thoughtful article on “The Commerci d 
Needs of the Empire," by Dr. K J. Dillon 
which the politician and economist will 
peruse with interest 
cing Bill", lately into duced into the House 
of Commons by the Home Secretary, 

in for some severe criticism al-

k THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE OLD
TESTAMENT.I “The New Licen-

The following quotation from the re
cent work of Dr. George Adam Smith on 
“Modern Criticism and the Preaching of 
the Old Testament,” should help to sus 
tain the confidence and quiet the fears of ^ 
those who are disposed to take alarm at 
the work on the Old Testament of the 
higher critics. “We Jo not exaggerate 
if we say that the Bible of the Jews in our 
Lord’s time was practically our Old Tes- 

For us its supreme sanction is

comes
though the criticism is confined to one 
:lau..e of the Bill, that relating to the 
amendment of the law as to Drunkenness. 
“Non-Episcopal Churches," 
mic Crisis in Germany," 
the Empire," and 
thodoxy in the English Church 
articles of much merit.— Leonard Scott 
Publishing Company, New York

ough student who desires to become a
competent expositor of the great book.
It is now some time since the Presbyteries
prescribed certain exercises which are
still compulsory for theological students,
such as the Expository Lecture, Hebrew
Critical ; they are old bottles but they are
quite capable of holding the new wine

If ihe English Bible is crowded out of
the school teaching and neglected in the
home something should he done ; and we righteousness; about God's Providence of 
believe that the Church would have

‘The Econo-
“ Indians and 

“The Standard of Or-
" are all

lament.
that which is received from Christ Him 
self. It xvas the Bible of His education 
and the Bible of His ministry. He took 
for granted its fundamental doctrines 
about creation, about ..-an and a..out

The May number of the Cosmopolitan 
contains several very readable papers and 
two or three poems of more than average 

Canadian readers will probablemerit
fi st look at Cecil Rhodes, by John Bris 

a per the world and His purposes of grace ben Walker, fully il'ustrated “Captains 
feet light to say that during the whole through Israel. He accepted its history of Indu try’, also illustrated, introduces 
course of six or seven years spent in pre- ns the preparation for Himself, and taught I A Edison, the great eleitncian ; John 
parmion for the minify a yonng man H,s disciples to find Him in it He used Wananviker, the merchant prince ; John 
shall at stated ne rinds he examined in it to justify His mission and to illuminate W illiam MicKay. the millionaire miner , TrLll l the mysterv of His Cross. He drew from James Gordon Bennett, the successfulportionsof the Bible. The kind of know- * of'the examples and mo t of the journalist ; and the much written about
ledge of the Bible that is required can CJile,r(/ries of His go pel. He .e enforced |ohn Pierpont Morgan, organizer of giant 
only he gained by a course of quiet read- lhe c#sence 0f its law and restored many trusts, and 4 merger" of steamship lines, 
ing spread over a long period. At this 0f its ideals But above all, lie fed His The Magazine throughout is thoroughly 
point we may say that remarks are some- own soul wilh its cout nts, and in the interesting, 
times made about college training that great crisis of His life svst intd Himself

upon it as upon the living and sov’.reign 
Word of God. The..e are the highest ex 
ternal proofs—if indeed we can call them 
exte. nal—for the abiding validity of the 

• Old Testament in the life and doctrine of 
Christ's Church. What was indispen
sable to the Redeemer must always be in
dispensable to the redeemed "

Oliphant Anderson and Feirier, Edin
burgh, have forwarded us an illustrated cata
logue of books on Chins, India, Japan, etc.
It is an interesting production and should 
he in the hands of those who are ordering 
hooks for Sunday school libraries, -and of 
Canadian booksellers who desire to know 
where to find attractive, wholesome literature. 
A glance at the piges of this catalogue will 
explain what is meant by the phrase “the 
romance of missions " The missionary en
terprise has been making histui y very fast, 
and the books that tell the story h ive a large 
human interest that appeals to all classes. 
The Expository Times speaking ot the work 
done by this firm in this department of lit
erature well says : “By their missionary 

one who knew anything uf the religious life literature they make known the work that 
of England, for the last two centuries and foreign missions are accomplishing and thus
mort-, could fail to obseve that a very largi though they go not abroad themselve. they

... , , c . send into the foreign field both nun andpart , I 'he rehg.uua life of our country was women Th(_y cafry ahtoad and give
due to the Dissenters or Nonconformists, as us a personai interest in the lands to which 
they had now come to be called.” And the gospel has been brought, as well as in 
yet Bishop Gore belongs to and is a leader the men and women who have brought it/

are slightly unfair. The fact is that many 
of our young men who go out to take 
charge of mission fields in the summer 
have not yet begun their theological 
course ; and many of them have never 
come into any close contact with a theo
logical professor. The theological col
lege can not then claim any credit for that 
young man’s success or be fairly blamed 
for his defects or vagaries. It is quite a

I

Bishop Gore, whose recent appointment 
common thing for a young man to have by King Edward, has raised something of a 
spent two or three years discharging near
ly all ministerial duties before he begins 
what is technically called the study of 
theology. The material that comes into 
the hands of the professors is not very 
plastic ; many have formed fixed habits 
as to study, education and preparation of. 
the sermon. This is part of the conditions 
under which the Church does its work in

“rumpus" among a section uf British Ang
licans, recently paid the following tribute to 
the worth of “dissenters," so-called : “No

a large, growing country, where men are 
demand id for service before there has 
been time for preparation.


