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nuniher presented through them to be patented. Each inventor
wlio pays thorn Sr).(M) f„r an "examination," sets the mighty
machinery of tliis board of award to work with the result that a
"medal," bright and .shining, is turned out, having upon one side
the advertisement of ihu lirni or individual issuing it, while
the other side certifies that " the bearer possesses superior
genius.

"

Tiicsc big liearted people never fail, in each instance to embellish
the " medal " uith iJ.eir own names, business and address and the
deluded medalist becomes a walking advertisement for the firm
" presentn.g " it, when 1- ows his certiticate of " high genius

"

to his a<lmiring friends. >, e sometimes see men uj.on' the street
carrying on their person con.spicious .signs ..f various kinds and it
IS to be hope.l they are paid for .such .service, but how any intelli-
gent man can gratuit<.usly carry around a sign or advertisement
aud exhibit It with seeminir great satisfaction, is very angular, even
though such sign be written upon gold or silver and coupled with
the superior genius" business. The "late lamented" P. T.
Bariium, of circus fame, aptly said " the peo{,le love to be hum-
bugged and are willing to ,.ay well for it." Perhaps this state-
ment fully explains the situati.ui. We are glad to know that Hie
m.nber of inventors who are "green" enough to be entrapj.ed
l)y such transparent ".schemes," is small.
Mai-y of these "cute" feUows also offer to jmmiptly .sell each

l>atentee's invention and hold out enticing inducements and oHer
rew;irds of special mention in papers they claim to publish (which
are practically their individual circulars) and a .special reductiim of
tees for taking out thoii next patent, as they also claim t.. be

patent attorneys." They begin by .saying " only a small com-
niLssion will be charged after a .sale has actually been made," and
then immediately projeed to bleed their victims by demandin.r a
sum for alleged " adverti.smg," "preparing cuts or pictures '"of
the invention, printing "circulars," " letter-head.s," "preparing
ui<.dels 'and a special write-up, or a flattering "history" of the
inventor. Many inventors have thus expended from $r)(» to ,-^l(K)
..r more before realizing that they have been imposed upon, and
yet have no mh nf the p.atent nr a. pro.spect of .sale. We know
of cases where inve,;.ors have paid as much as §150 to these frauds
on the pretence that they will have made a "finely constructed


