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sionally, even to the "Imrmlesa (Inidge" engaged in it, disproportionate to the end,—
especially when this proved to he nnattainahle. There is, however, only one rule and
method in all labor of this kind, and the very niiiniteness and multiplicity of the
questions to be solved exert a constraining influence and impose conformity to the
smallest obligations of the task.

Sic ingens rfriim nuineriis jubct iitquo opcruin lex.

The chief assistance which the compiler has had in the preparation of the work
has been from members of his own family. He is indebted to Mr. John Edmands
of the Philadelphia Mercantile Library, for special facilities in the use of an excellent
bibliogi-aphical collection, and to Dr. Charles Warren Greene for suggestions and emen-
dations while the volumes have been passing through the press. Nor is he willing to
dismiss them from his hands without an acknowledgment of the carefid and skilful
.''.id of Mr. Joseph McCreery in the revision of the proofs.

PuiLADELPUiA, May, 1891.
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iV.B.—Cross-references are inserted (1) from assumed to real names; (2) from the first to the last
part of a compound name

; (3) from titles of nobility to family names
; (4) from an earlier to a later

name. The references " ante, vol. i.,
"

,
iii." are toentries in the original work, the tirst volume, in the

copy used, including the letters A to L. References " supra" and " iiifm" are to ei^tries in ditferent
parts of the Supplement.


