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illustrates the biography, a principle which has the ad­
vantage of helping at least to keep you within the limits of 
purse and shelves, more the latter than the former. Take, 
for example, the two small groups of books 1 have placed 
in our exhibition, the one illustrating Scrvetus, the other 
Ulrich von Hutten. Valuable as they arc from the stand­
point of the professional bibliographer, this is nothing to 
the interest awakened in the men themselves, in their 
aspirations, their labour, and their tragic fates. For the 
amateur this personal note clothes the dry bones of biblio­
graphy and makes them live. And my other principle is 
this : a student of the history of medicine, 1 look out for 
books which have left their impress on it in some special 
way. If one is particular to examine carefully into the 
claims of a book before admitting it to the select company 
on your shelves, you here again cultivate a due regard for 
purse and space. For example, five or six books illustrate 
the whole subject of auscultation and percussion, only the 
masterpieces are chosen. 1 confess there may be a certain 
satisfaction in tracing out the biography of a book, but it is 
cold work unless you love the author.

Judiciously cultivated, bibliography has many advan­
tages as a pastime for the doctor ; a little patient care, a 
very small expenditure of money, and a constant look-out 
for the books wanted are the essential requisites. Nor is 
there ever any difficulty in the choice of a subject—any­
thing he may be interested in has its bibliographical side. 
One friend (l)r. Turrell), a very busy man, is a keen 
fisherman, and has found the time to collect a library on 
this subject, and has written the article on it for the 
County History of Oxfordshire. Another man has kept 
up his classics, and collected everything relating to 
Horace. Another has a library relating to the order of 
St. John. Another friend in large general practice has 
found time to make a collection of the masterpieces of 
English literature, which has not only been a diversion 
and an education, as it has brought him into the best 
company of the past four centuries, but ho tells us there is 
another side—it has been a better investment than life 
insurance. A member of our profession, the late Professor 
Cor field, made one of the best modern collections of 
bindings, the sale of which at Sotheby’s in 1904 was one of 
the bibliographical features of the year. Once in a subject 
it is extraordinary how it grows and develops. As Atkinson 
says, “ It is an art of itself, which is not easily sought into 
or acquired, but which, if so acquired, may stand both his 
pleasure and profit in very great stead in a very long or a 
short life.” And the busiest general practitioner may find 
the time for first-class work. Many of you may have seen 
a book issued two years ago from the Oxford Press on 
Greek and Roman medical and surgical instruments, the 
only separate treatise on the subject which has appeared 
in English. It illustrates the hobby t f a very hard-worked 
practitioner in the town of Hartlepool—John Milne, whose 
spare time and whose vacation have been spent in studying 
this aspect of Greek and Roman archaeology.


