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How are IIil- e^i;s ]>rot((U«l ilvirini; c rciilionallv iiu U--

ment weathi-r?

This list covers but a short litiu in f • binl's litf, Init it

shows how mu< h lun \>v Ifarmd and stm'.nii in Imt oiu- i-hasf of

Its existenic: other nionu'iUs in ihc hvcs of any sjn'iirs are

equally inten-stin^'.

One of our greatest drsidrrata is an a> Mratr invisif^ation

of distribution of bird lifi' in tlu' Doniiini.n. Tli.' iniunaud

rarelv reahzr how many of the jiublishi'd rani^is of our birds

arc based upon K^'OKrajihic j)robabiliti( s, a fyru'ri nasoninj,' or

are lopied and reiopied, from pnvious wriurs. ilxami Its

are many. A threat imii orlion of our -luthirn CoiKi'liati lists

^ive the Northern Hairy woodpeiker as the eomnion torm iind

the Eastern Water thrush as ranj^'inj.; to the j hiiiv Tlu' fart

is, that the llrst is but a very rare winter visitor to tht . n a, and

'irinnell's Water thrush is the eonimon form iti the l.ake I'.rie

jieninsula. Many more such lases could lie cittd. The nb-

basis accejitatle for such determinations are siKHimms i xat •id

bv trained experts. Even when tlie forms are - ollei ted

parison with series of sjeiimens of allied form

certainly established its ideni '' v. in thes. we ai

ini; and still have to depemt upon tlu courtesv and interest of

our friends across the line -a tlie separation and sulistantiation

of manv ditVu ult forms.

To cstabhsh the Canadian ranijes of our birds, their migra-

tion routes and j.;encral status, we need skilled observers at all

possible points, to note and collect local data and si)e( iniens.

Ideallv there should be an observer and collection in every

countv in the Dominion; each keeping track of his own area

and (omparini,' and checking it with results from adjoinin?:

stations. Provincial Museutus should 1,'ather up these local

detai'- within their sjihcre of influenci' and the whole shoved bo

amal-ainated and correlated by the Dominion authorities, re-

presented b\ the zooloi,'ical branch of the «ieolo,!.,'ical Survey at

Ottawa. In this way we would have co-operation and series of

local collections ilkistratin-^' intensive work throu.uhout the

Dominion.
All such work, however, to be of service^ mtist be based upon

exact ])crsonal knowledj^'e and substantiated in every wav ]ios-

siblc. We look back to-day ui)on apj'arent mistakes made by

otir predecessors, even those of marked and reco>;nizcd ability,

and wish for data by which to check their statements. The next

ijeneration will demand the same of us and with more reason

for impatience, if it is absent. Ornithology has advanced . nd

the necessity for substantiatint; everythini,' is more t,'enerally

recognized now than in the past.

(To be continued)


