
prophesied thai a time «(iulil come when the cieuth uf One who wuuUl lie the fruit

o( tile bridge-tree would end lor all time tlie Empire of the Jews.

Solomon, astoiiislied and ahirmetl by in r predietion, oidered tlie tree to be

taken away and buried deep in the eartii.

Many years after the death uf Khv^ Solninon. when the (^iieen of Slieha ami

tlie tree were forgotten, the Jews made, over tlie ground where the tree was buried.

a pond for washing sheep, eahed afterwards the Pruiiatiea, or the Pool of Bethf-aida.

At onee, beeause of the saired wood, this ])ooi beeame wonderful. The sirk ami

(hose sutlering from disease bathed in the water, then an Angel breatln'd upon the

pool and, all at once the water began to be troubled, and tne first person who

entered into it after the Angel had parsed over received renewed health hi'i-ause of

the blessing of the"Angel and Seth's tree buried beneath.

Xow the morning before .ludas betrayed our Saviour, this tree of Sctli rose to

the surface of the water and was seen Hnating in the pool by a man named Simon.

a Cyrenian. This Simon lifted up the tree from the pool and sold it to a

carpenter who, the nest day. was commanded to make crosses on which three

malefactors were, that afternoon, to be crucified. And one of tlie malefactors was

Jesus of Nazareth. Xow from the tree of Seth ho made one of the crosses, and this

cross was the one that our Saviour, assisted by Simon the Cyrenian. larried from

Pilate's Court to Calvary and on which Tie was crucified, the First and Onlv Fruit

it ever bore.

Tin^ Cross or Jesi's.

We now reach a period when the legi'iidnry dissolves into the historic and makes

tradition. After the crucifixion, and while the body of Christ lay in the tomb of

Joseph of .Vrimathea and the bodies of the two thieves were thrown into the

Oehenna, the eomnion dumping ground, as food for fire or carrion-birds, the three

crosses and the instruments of eruciflvion—the nails and ropes— were buried iti

conformity with a long established custom of the Jews.

When Constantine the Crent and Maxentius contended for the Imperial

Crown. Constantino worn with fatigue entered his font one afternoon ami sought

repose. While he slept he dreamt that an .\ngel came to his cot. and. placing a

hand upon his head, told him to look up. Then the silken covering of the tent

fl'sappeared and the Kmp{>ror saw a great and luminous cross in the heavens and.

imnie<liately over it. in large letters of burnished gold was the inscriplioii : "'By this

sign thou shalt conquer.'" T.ate that ni^ht he again saw in a dream the luminous

cross and then Christ appeared to him and told him to carry a figure of the cross

on his banner and standards.

Constantine summoned his captains to a consultation and made known the

vision. The pairan Emperor and his pairan crenerals agreed that the dream was of

happv omen, and that the voice of tic Anirel and the apoarifion of the mvsterious

Jew meant the friendship and aid of a strauire god. The following dav. on the

Imperial Banner, the cross was blazoned and to the Imperial Standard was given

the name "I.abarum—the Gift of Cod."" WIkmi Constantine met the troops of

Maxentius at the Milvnn Bridge he won a Lrrent victory. His soldiers, though

nearly all pagans, went into battle carrying the monogram of Christ on fheir

shields. This battle which was fought Octobe- 2S. M2. led to the conversion to

Christiatiitv of Coiisfiiitine and his mother, and to the downfall of Paganism as

the national f.-iith of ISome.

After defentina: licinins In n pitched bnttle on the plains of Italv, Constantine

returned to Pome and '-srcd I'is famous "Edict of Tolerance." proclaiming


