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tii:uj'afiv(\ Satan cannot be hoimil with a literal,

material chain. The key, the ^'reat chain and tlie seal

cannot l)e understood literally. 'I'he whole is a ti;;-

ure and can mean no more than, that, when the time

of the millennium arrives, or rather previous to it,

Jesi'S Christ will lay etfectual restraints on Satan,

so that his powerful and prevailin;,' inthlence, hy

which he had before deceived and destroyed a j^reat

part of muukind su.... be wholly taken from him for

a thousand years. And it is most natural to under-

stand the other jiart of the description of this remark-

able n-ent to be represented in the • -"le H;;urative

lan<iua}j;e, as the whole is i representiili i of one scene;

especially, nince no rea.son can be ^ivenwhy it should

not be so understood.

There is nothinjj; expressly said of the resurrection

of the Viody in this passaj,'e. St. John saw the souls

of them which, were beheaded for the witness of

Jesus etc.. and they lived and rei*i;ned with Christ

a thousand years."'

John Wesley says : They reij,'ned with Christ in

heaven not on earth.

Since it is our design not so nmch to speak of the Mil-

lennium as of the Intermediate state wo shall add that

resurrection of souls from paradise to heaven is quite

in harmo:iy with our thcolo<:y and with the scriptures.

Having proven that there is nothing synonymous


