A War-Time Journal : Germany, 1914

long will it be before the Germans have taken
Paris ?) and so on.

September 14th.—Again rumours of our going,
but even though release will be most welcome, we
all dread the journey. Terrible tales come to us of
the treatment meted out to foreigners crossing the
frontier. Many English were turned out of
Wiesbaden and sent here. At F—— they had
their luggage searched, and the ladies of the party
were stripped to the skin by women who even
combed their hair to see if by any ingenuity they
had concealed plans and drawings in the puffs and
coils, two soldiers with fixed bayonets mounting
guard meanwhile outside. No doubt we shall
remember this journey to the end of our lives, but
what can you expect from a people whose Prophet
Nietzsche says, *“ What is more harmful than any
vice? Pity for the weak and helpless—Chris-
tianity !”

September 15th.—The singular absence of hu-
mour of the Germans often amuses me. I think it
was Palmerston who described Germany as *that
land of damned Professors.” They are all so despe-
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