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tary end is obtained People who like ourselves
are fighting for their lives and homes must think
of naught but how they may survive.

Gentlemen, we are standing shoulder to shoul-
der with Austria-Hungary. As regards the atti-

tude of England. Sir Edward Grey's remarks
yesterday in the lower house of Parliament have
shown what her stand will be. We have assured
the English Government that we shall not attack
the north coast of France as long as England
remains neutral, and that we shall not infringe
the territorial integrity and independence of Bel-
gium. This assurance I here repeat before the
whole world

; and I may add. as long as England
remains neutral, we shall not even take any hos-
tile measures against the French merchant
marine, provided France will treat our merchant-
men in the same way.

Gentlemen, this was the course of events.

Germany enters this war with a clear conscience.

We are fighting to protect the fruits of our peace-
ful labor, and our heritage of the great past.

We are fighting for our future. The fifty years
are not yet past during which Moltke used to
say we should have to remain armed if we were
to protect our heritage and our achievements of
1870.

Now the supreme hour has come which will


