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food arc coming to this country and to all fronts, to the utmost 
limit of their capacity, increasing with an evergrowing momentum. 
In addition to this, as you will see from the banners about me, the 
Dominions have sent enormous sums of money for the relief of air 
raid distress. And it was only after the last raid on London that a 
cheque for twenty thousand pounds was sent across by bomber with 
these words: “ As long as German bombers fly over London, so long 
will Canadian cheques fly the Atlantic/’ May I, on behalf of all 
those who have benefited, once again tender to all from the 
Dominions, and to your generous countrymen, my sincere and very 
grateful thanks. Your unparalleled generosity and kindest sym
pathy, spontaneously offered, afford striking proof of those bonds 
which unite all our people, bonds indefinable and intangible, and 
therefore to the Germans, incomprehensible.

Welcome to the Prime Minister of Canada

We arc gathered together to-day to welcome as our honoured 
guest the Prime Minister of Canada. During his stay here, Mr. 
Mackenzie King has applied himself assiduously in conjunction with 
our Cabinet Ministers to the urgent problems of the day. We are 
indeed glad to have with us a man so wise in counsel, shrewd in 
judgment, and inspiring in his enthusiasm. He takes a natural pride 
in the close friendship which he has established with Mr. Roosevelt, 
and we share his gratification in the admirable results which attended 
their joint efforts. One result of their co-operation was a setting 
up of the United States-Canada Permanent Joint Defence Board. 
Another, the agreement popularly known as “ The Hyde Park 
Agreement ” which dealt with the co-ordination of productive effort.

Mr. Mackenzie King comes representing one of the great 
Dominions, but he is not a stranger to the city of London, for he 
is one of our honorary freemen, a distinction which is bestowed on 
few, and the greatest honour the Corporation can present to any 
man. The freedom was given to him no less than eighteen years 
ago. Then, as now, he was Prime Minister. It is striking proof of 
his ability and virility that he has held that office with but a short 
break for so many years, serving with such distinction, and enjoying 
the complete confidence of all his fellows. In his final words, when 
acknowledging the bestowal of the freedom, Mr. Mackenzie King 
said, “ Into our conference we seek to carry the spirit of the free
dom of London, knowing that so long as that spirit survives, the 
British Empire will endure.”

Never was the freedom of the whole world so menaced as to-day. 
In this gathering, so representative of the British Commonwealth of 
Nations, let us reaffirm that this struggle will not end until we arc 
assured that men may once again live their own lives in freedom, 
in liberty, and in peace.

3
.14078-11


