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« OC, OMany conundrums have their origins deep in ancient 
folklore (it’s true, The Riddler didn’t invent ALL puz­
zles) and are, I believe worthy of at least some recogni­
tion. The descriptions propounded are clever plays on 
words and are a true test of wit and provide, as do 
those of the master, unexpected, and often amusing 
solutions. So brace yourselves for a dip into the coldies 
but goodies’ file . . .
1. Formed long ago, yet made today,
Employed while others sleep,
What few would like to give away,
Nor any wish to keep.
2. As I was going over London Bridge, I saw something 
in the hedge. I had four fingers and a thumb, and was 
neither fish, flesh, fowl nor bone.
3. As round as an apple,
As deep as a pail;
It never cries out
’Till it’s caught by the tail.
4. The man who made it did not want it;
The man who bought it did not use it;
The man who used it did not know it.
5. What goes round and round the wood and never gets 
into the wood?
6. It has cities, but no houses;
It has forests, but no trees;
It has rivers, but no fish.
What is it?
7. There is a word in the English language, the first two 
letters of which signify a male, the first three a female, 
the first four a great man, the whole word a great 
woman.
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Answers to Volume XVI:
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1. 8. There were forty-eight states before Alaska, four 
winds blowing, forty thieves, and thirty-one days in 
May.
2. There were six students.
3. 13579.
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