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ofemergency loans and bursaries,
to unique programs such as the
Host Family Program and the
Spouses Program. Under the Host
aamily Program. foreign students
are brought in contact with
Canadian families and both are
encouraged to have a causal.
recreational on-going relationship
during the student’s stay at the
university. The Spouses Program
is actually a support group for the
spouses of foreign students study-
‘éng on campus. The group meets
weekly forinformal English class-
es. tours. and a social exchange of
information and experiences. For
the foreign student studying at
the U of A. the International
Centre provides both helpful
assistance and practical services.
and is also a place where these

students can meet others. on a
casual social basis. who are in the
same situation with similar pro-
blems and concerns.

But the International Centre
also provides programs and ser-
vices for the general university
population. and it is these pro-
grams that make the Centre a one
of a kind facility in Canada.
“Most people are under the im-
pression that this is a place for
foreign students. which is quite
untrue. It has meant as much for
Canadian students as for foreign
students. The Centre is a place
where Canadians who want to
become informed about different
parts of the world can come in
and question staff members or
mect students from other coun-
tries. Canadians can learn about
the world without leaving camp-
us.” explains Ramesh Sahasrana-
mam, a part-time staff member at
the Centre. Any U of A student
can come into the Centre to get
information on exchange and
study programs abroad. or make
use of the Overseas Opportunities
Room. which is a resource room
containing calendars, pamphlets,
magazines etc. about studving
and working in other countries.

The Centre also runs the unigue
“Passport to the World” program
every weekday during the noon
hour. Discussions, films. slides,
presentations,  demonstrations,
and lectures on a variety of inter-

-mational related topies are given
during this hour. The Centre also

hosts International Week, an
annual week-long celebration.
which: includes everything from
arts and craft displays. to lectures
and presentations, to food fairs.
to concerts. The main function of
the Centre, and the goal behind all
ol its programs, according to vol-
unteer Lawrence Dombro. is to
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crucial to students

“open communication between
Canadian and international stu-
dents.. discuss issues. world
affairs, gain knowledge of re-
ligions and cultures... come to a

- better understanding and an ap-

preciation of differences.”

The International Centre _is
really still a test project and many
people from other universities in
Canada are watching for its suc-
cess. The Centre's programs and
services are organized and run by
seven full-time and twelve part-
time staff members. but the real
backbone of many of the programs
is the approximately 150 volun-
teers. As Bruce Caldwell explains
“the Centre's unique programs
can’t exist without volunteers.
Without volunteers the Centre
has no vitality.” People willing to
volunteer their time. skills, know-
ledge cte. are always welcome at
the Centre, said Wilf Allan. What
funding the Centre does get comes
from a variety of sources including
the U of A Administration. the
Students’ Union, the Graduate
Students’ Association, the Can-
adian International Development
Agency. ete.

As for the future of the Centre.
Wilf Allan states, “our first pri-
ority will be helping the university
doa better job at the international
level... 1 would like to see us get
to the point where every professor
at this university sees an interna-
tional dimension and draw§ upon
the living resource represented by
international students.” A relaxed
spirit of cooperation. understand-
ing. interaction and exchange is
prevalent as soon as you walk
through the doors of the Interna-
tional Centre. and what you
quickly realize is that the potential
for growth of such a place. with a
little help from U of A students. is
practically unlimited.
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A GRADUATE PROGRAM IN
RESOURCES AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Are you interested in doing a Master's Degree in
Resources and the Environment? Do you have a
particular thesis topic in mind? Is this topic inter-
disciplinary so that it doesn’t seem to fit conveniently
into a conventional academic program? If you
answered "yes” to all these questions, then the.
Resources and the Environment Program at The
University of Calgary may be right for you.

The Committee on Resources and the Environment
offers graduate work leading to M.Sc. and M.A.
research degrees.

Areas of special interest include:

(a) resource management

(b) resource depletion

(c) resource alternatives

(d) environmental quality

(e) environmental awareness
(f) environmental ethics

(g) environmental policy

(h) impact assessment

For more information write to:

Dr. W.A. Ross

Chairman, CRE

Faculty of Environmental Design
The University of Calgary

2500 University Drive N.W.
Calgary, Alberta
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OR CALL:

TICKETS AT BASS or ESO BOX OFFICE (403) 220-7209
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Please Call: 492-7681




