
CANAÎIAN COURIIERI

ýe port et the center stanchions.
Il the twe trains were abeard,
great vessel-'No. 25," in big

stencil upon bier black sides
ber distInguishing marks-would
t eut into the ice and gale for
Michigan shore nearly eighty
away.
~thrilied a littie at his inspec-

et the ferry. He had net seen
at hand before eue et these
craft which, tbroughout the
'brave ice and sterrn after ail-

eSarly al-other lake beats are
LSp. He had not meant te apply

When hie questioned old Burr
a borth on the ferry; hoe had

that merely as a means et get-
inte conversation with the eid

-But now he meant te appiy;
Lweuld enable him to, flnd eut
about old Burr.

went ferward between the
;racksupon the dock te the cern-
flway, and ascendod and found
kipper and presented his creden-

No borth on the ferry was va-
Yet but oeacson would be, and
was accepted In lieu et the man
was about te beave; bis wages
1 net begin until the other man
but lu the meantirne ho couid re-
aboard the ferry If ho wished.
eiected te romain aboard. The
er called a man te assign quar-
te Alan, and Alan, gelng with
'an, quostionod hirn about Burr.
that was knewn definitoiy about

lurr on the ferry, It appeared,
thËt hliadt Joined the vessel 'n
,arly spring. Befe that-tbhey
lot know; hie might be an oid
ian wtio, atter spending years
'e, had returuied .te, the lakos fer
ýlihood. Ha bad represonted hl' m-
LB experieuced and trained upon
akes,' and he had been able te
niftrata bis Aituegs; In spîte et
go lie was eue et the mest Ca-

Of the crew.
neiat mornlng, Alan approached

krr in the crew's quarters and
te draw hlm lute conversation
about .hlmseif; -but Burr only
iat ýhlm with bis Inteut and
Introspective eyes and would

alk upen this eubject. A woak

si; Alan, ostabiished as a bock-
Ow on No. 25- and carrying on bis
8, saw Burr dally and almost
heur; bis watch ceincided with

9 watcb at the wbeel-they went
ttY and were'.rebieved togother.
'tetter acqualutance did not mnako
,Id man more communicative; a
ot tîrnes Alan attempted te get

te tell more about blmselt, but
vaded Alan's questions and, If
Derslsted, lie avoided hlm. Thon,
Il Ovenlng bitter coid with tbe
1< Ot wlnter, olear and fllied witb

Alail, just relleved trom watch,
*bY the pibothouse as Purr alIge
I'Oileved. The ebd man paused
8 hlmn, lookiug te the west.
av You evor been Iu Sturgoon's

ln? Ne."
srnabl bouse there-and
lie seemed flguring the
1914."

ef yours?"

r brothers' cblidron or

"old Burr said

amazed. "But
ur brothers and

the Jake; and about your home 'in
Flmmet County!"

"I neyer lived in Emmet County,"
eld Burr replied. "Soule one else
must have toid youthat about me. 1
corne from Canada--o! French-Cana-
dian descent. My famiiy were of the
Hudson Bay people. I was a guide
and hunter until recently. Only a few
years age 1 came onto the lakes, but
my cousin carne here before 1 did. lt
is his child."

Old Burr rnoved away and Alan
turned te the mate.

"What do you make of old Burr?"
he asked.

"Fiels a romancer. We get 'ern that
way once In a while--old liars! He'l
give yen twenty différent accounts of
himseif-twenty different lives. None
of thern Is true. 1 den't know who
he ts or where hie came from, but it's
sure hie isn't any of the. things hie
says hie îe."

Alan turued away, chili with dlsap-
pointrnont. Lt was only that, then-
oid Burr was a romancer after the
manner of some old seamen. He con-
structed for his own amusement thee
"lives." Ho was not enly not the
Burr of Corvet's lis t; hie was some
one net any way connected with the
Miwaka or wlth Corvet. Yet Alan,
upon reflection, couid net believe that
it was only this. Burr, if he had wish-
ed te do that, mlght perhaps merely
have slmuiated agitation when Alan
questioned hlm about the Miwaka;
but why should he have wlshed, te
slmulate It? Alan couid concelvo of
ne condition wbich. by anv poesllity
cotid have suggested sueli simulation
te the old man.

1JE casedno*, ho*ever, to ques-

hiadt ne resmit a t ail or led the -old
man te weaving 'fictions; lu resense
the old man becarne by degrees more
communicative. He toid Alan, at dit-
feront tirnes, a number et other lvs
w'hlcb he ciaimed as hie own. In only
a few et thesa lîves had hie been, by
bis account, a seaman'; hé had been la.
multitude ef ether things-ln some' a
tarmer, In others a iumber-jack or a
fishorman; he had been born. he told,
In a hait-dozen different "places and
came o!f as many different sorts et'

On dock, one night, llstenIng whule
eld Burr roiated bis slxth or seventb
lite, oxcitement su.ddenly seized Alan.
Burr, In this lite which hie was tellIng,
clalrned te be an Englishman born In
Liverpool. He hadl been, he said, a
seaman in the Brltish navy; hie had
beau présent at the eshelling et Alex-'
andria; later, bacause et sorme dIff 1-
culty which ho glossed ever, he had
deserted and badl corne te, «tho
States"; ha bad been tiret a deck-
hand, thon the mata of a tramnp
schooner on the lakes. Alan. gazlng
at the old man, teit exultation leaplng
and throbblng within hlm. He receg-
nized thîs "lite"; be knew lu advanco
its Incidents. Th'is lite whicb old Burr
wvas rehearslng te hlm as his own, was
the actual lite ot Mlunro Burkhaiter,
one ot the mon on CorvPet's list regard-
inz whom Alan had been able te ob-

w, whon hoe was re-
,h, and got eut tht5
FDorvot and thbe notet%
If liad learned ln bis
ries o-t these people.
grew greater as ho
;ho found that ho

11h their aid, for &Il
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