
THIE WESTÉRN HOME MONTHLY

Peace and War
'Orm Batti. Horsus"-Â ltmoe f TWO Vobu

By John Beckett '
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Peace
in a smgll paddock where the. grass

was rich, the dappl.d gray feal pasaed
its infancy and gambolled and rolled and
nibbled the. luseicus green stems. Ih
would now and again gi-ce a whinny and
gallop the whole length cf the green, bis
delicately-made f cet iiardly touching the.
ground as it passed beneath him. He
would then stand witii iiead in the air,
hua nostnils dilated, bringiug eut hie
magnificent form in ail the beauty cf its
symmetry. The end cf the. paddock waa
railed off with wooden bars and beyond
this was a large grazing field wii.re the
grass was peur and seattered. I was
devoted te, young calves and the. farm
stock generally and tuer. passed tue
infancy cf the. littie brown f cal. Strange
to say, it had developed into an animal
that couid b. used for tiit road as wel
as thie plow, nid, aithough h. was more

a aire horse than anyting, tere vas
a touch cf thi hackny abouthim,

wbloh amoothed its form sômswhat and
rude it leas ponderous than his ccl-
boagues. Oft4n would it look up and
watch ius rival, which, iiowever, only
gave it a haughty stare and reaumed its
antims

once, bowever, the. bay foal was nib.
bling close te the rail edge and, sudden-
ly looking up, it saw the dainty littie
head of the gray hanging over the rail,
and ini its horsey way, taking stock as it
were. It was a strange meeting and eye
miet eye. The gray was the first to
mnove. With a snort bordering on con-
tempt, it turned and raced down the
green, its hoofs sending the turf in al
dlirections.

The bay quietly resuuned eating.
Again the gray came up and ths time
gave a kind of whinny, which caused
the bay to, corne a littleo nearer, and in
the end there was a picture of an aristo-
cratie gray head iowered in condescen-
sien to touch with its delicate and vei-
vety muzzle the harder one of the bay.

,War
lu a foreign land, miles and miles

away from this peaceful country scene,
the stars were shining on ftelds of car-

nage, desclatIon. aM4d.atb. It wus the
eve before the. resumption cf the. battIs.
Groupe of soldiers were rttng by the
biv~ouac Oires, the. jbow cf whioh poliaed
the. tanned faces into the. deep color of
carmine; faces cf men who1 do soe-
thing before they dte, men whoe an tilnk
of the beauty of deatii, meeting calmly
the. swcep of the sabre, or the, death stiing
of the bullet. There was even qs litt4e
peace here, but it was only a luil before
the storm, when the. shrieking bavoo of
death would return the, attack. Now
and again a restive charger would shake
the jingling harneas and the. champing cf
bits would break the sleeping etilinmsa.
.&s the. dawn came slowly, as if afraid
to show its light on terrible deedc. aud
iiellish soenes that would follow, the. ail-
very note of the. trumpet rang out,
startling and clear, but 'as thie last jioto
died, away there cmaule se he i.volley
a deeper and. louder ton.; it was the
boom, boom of . the. gume, the, iron
mouths had spoken and given the, signal
for the. fight.

There was buatle, tiiere was hiurry-
but there was order. The. sharp Mm~-,
manda of officers, clean cut 'men who,'

T E cock in'the great gateway ofthe bail stables was cbfiming the.
heur cf five and, as if mi response

to this signal, thei. n burst over the
eseteru bhâle, and together they herald.ej
a.new day. It was a scene of "Country
LU."l in the part cf agriculturai Eng-
bond wiiich is surrounded by great his
&ud moors, sloping down to fertile
plains, tiirougii whicii the ice cold waters
Uf th; mountains flow, fertilize and urge
the. land te give its beat. Fer miles could
i>e seen an uudulating landscape aud the,
sinoke from the, thrlving farmsteads
arome like arrews cf blue as they dis-

apnared lu the. distance. Great stacks
o lay and fielda cf ripening cern, ctl
cf ail sizesansd coloàrsanad herds of siieep
gàve evidence cf peace, pleuty and con-

*týntment.
Tii. sparrows began the. morning with

a, bright ciirrup, the chaffluciies folewed
with their silvery ton., the thrusiies
$iýned lu with their carillon notes, and
the, powerful twek, tweek cf the, black-
bird gave evidence cf hus presence as it
swiftly dived f rom bush te bush. The
morning song cf the. lark could. be heard
as itclimbk d te itop cf its Iadder cf
pligrimage, where, resting as if sus-
pended frcm ,the. blue doe abcve, It
paured forth its daily anthem, niarvel-
outini Ita toue, its solo antd its purlty.
ne .noisy birds in the. great rookery b.-
ind sent forth their mournftu cry and
flUpped their riddled wings as tiey
wiieeled and clrcled lu the. air. In the.
stable matters began te move, iiead
chains were rattled by the rany bigiily
bre d u ighly atrung herses, occupying
elabrate stalîs replet. witii ev.ry cern-
fort fer their fiery but sensitive natures,
impatient ueighs gave warning it was
time for the. moruing drink, and soon the
great doors were op.eied by sepy
grooms and the, fresii morulng air fil-
tered througii the heavy stable-laden at-
Inosphere. A peculiar sound from the.
end of the. great building resulted lu tii
sudden dropping cf pails, brusiies a.nd
oats and with a scurrying cf feet, the.
stable hands hurried to the.-spot. Here
was a large, reomy aud splendidly
furnisiied loose box, and on the soft bed.
ding cf sweet iiay the. dayligiit reveaied
a secret of the. night. A favorite dap-
pied gray hunter was glorying in the.
pride of maternity as it nestled its first-

i bhem son, likm herseif, a dappled gray,
but thié spots were net yet very clear.

0f aristocratie parents, although he
was practicaiiy ail legs, you couid se. by
the. delicat, head and the. sensitive littie
muzzle that h. was boninluthe, purpie."
Hlis future was the. hunt, her lady's car-
niage or hua master's charger. Some dis-
tance from the, hall and surrounded by
gregt chestnut trees and through a large
orchard stand the. buildings c f the. home
farm.1

On this same momning the. doge, had al-
ready rounded up the cows, who were
patiently waiting to enter the, ahippons
for the. morning's mik. Big-boned farm
handa with great boots ciattered over
the cobbled yard and made firat for the
stables where the heavy farm horses
w'ere aiready stamping the great atones
cf their atalîs, with iron ahod .and hairy
f cet. Although not like their haughty col-
leagues cf the. hall, atili they looked for
thé mcrning'a draugiit and aise becaine
imnpatient if it was delayed This morm-
ing, however, theme was something un -
usual in the air. Tii. men iiurried past
ail the herses in the, stails te ma creened-
off stall attached, but there weme 1no

sili-ered hay rack, nor padded aides, and
no0 sweet bay.

The great oak posta and beams were
ineth eaten, the hay rack was rusty, the
corn bin had been somewhat caten away,
and instead cf sweet hay, ordinary straw
and bracken took its place and yet that
great honor cf maternity waa here again.
The large bay mare cf týe farm w-as,
like the dappled gray, aise showiflg its
pride n i its first-boru son. Unlike its
dlalppird colleague, this ttle bayv toal
was not "hen. in the purp1e,,' and its'
bre-d told ti the large iiead,broad rýhaped
n0flO4r1 and clumsy legs. Ilis Ituture

0-I plough, the harrew, t1ie reapor
i i.rh~-an eccasional journe.v to

';-ttowvn in a spring ca~rt.
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