
Killing of Larch in Nelson Forest'District.

Mr. H. B. MacMiUlan, Chief Forester of .British Columbia.

Ini JuIy, 1913, clumps of 'red-tops' were The affection, whatever it may be, lias
lioticed amongst the nuxe1 stands of spread with extreme rapidity, and may be
w11estern larcli on the mountain slopes expected to be reported sooný £rom other
above the Arrow Lakes. The trees affected localities.
we're eomparatively few in number, and The larcli in this district is nlot a very
were chiefly at an elevation of about 3,500 important tree. In the forest it appears
feet. Jt was not fourni eonvenient to astall, clean tiber t produt does

dluring the season, the attention of Mr. heavy, and trees which are to be floated
Sweaine being devoted to the more im- or drîven must ba long butted four to
Portant outbreaks of inseets on other eight feet. The butt legs are usually vr.y

species.shaky, and when dry practically fall to

Birch Planted Too Far Apart.
This picture shows an undesirable, grassy condition, the resuit of planting too îar

aPart a tree whjch naturaliy produces littie shade.-From Gare of the Woodlot.

11n May, 1914, a trip through the same
cOlltry showed an enormous increase in

t lumber of 'red-tops.' Apparently the
ee6ater part of the larch on both shores
ýf the Arrow Lakes, £rom water level tobeupper limits of the species, is affected

~seriOuslY as to cause the destruction of
ýho foliaite. The affected trees, in many
ýtî,ses," -forým a third or more of the forest

L~n.The burns of several years ago
in many places, roforested, one-

Ifititer to one-half of the young stand
'e" lach.The young larch, as well as

he O<1, appears to suifer.

jjeea,<, and, therefore, the trees are usually
long butted, even where the logs are flot
te be floatedi to the mill. The lumber is
heavy- and pays a higher freiglit charge
than' other interior timbers. As is true
with other western timbers, the defects
and characteristies vary ia different dis-.
tricts. There are places where it is not
pecessarY to long bntt western larch. It
î, not, however, a favorite tree with the
mlanufacturer or timber owner.

Should the killing of the larcli resuit in
its dispiacement in the forest by either
buil pine or western white pine, its twe


