PREFACE.

N undertaking .the publication of this ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EMINENT CANADIAN MEN, {;he

- Publishers are guided by two business principles: First, the belief that they are supplying.

a pubhc need ; and second, the conviction that they will be able to supply the best work on
the subject. o : B

The.belief that the, work is needed is founded on the fact that the world worshlps success;

and is rrla,d to leam how- it-has been brought about The truth of tlns is shown in the fact

that if a man be poor, thouc'h he have the learnmrr of a Blackstone, .the genius of a Watt
“or the patient perseverance of a Goodyear yet, until he has achieved success, mankind has
‘no interest in his history. His aspxratlons, his anxieties, and his ‘heart struggles, may have ‘an
interest for beings of hlrrher intelligence, but for the mass of mankind, these have no charms.

“But if by some cunning dev1ce, by some daring enterpnse or after long struggles and persever-

- ance, he ‘acquire a fortune then the reluctant world is lavish in its admiration, his hlstory is

full of interest, and every one 1s anxnous to know how he a.chleved suceess.

The Publishiers found the second busmess prmcxple on the fact that they are determined

to spare neither labor nor expense in giving to the world the most authentic information how

these men have won fortune, how. the world has been beneﬁted by their labors, and what bas

‘been _ the turmnrr-pomt of then suceess. These examples are of great interest, may spread
~ good seed; encourage the. weary, give new hfe to the despondm ‘and energy to the aspiring.

o In the: hearts of the younn' there are ever hopes ‘and yearnmo's and although seldom expressed,

and often not even acknowledrred to themselves, they ‘want only the 1nspxrat10n of example

to pomt the way, to a.ccomphsh a full fruition of their hopes

The Pubhshers believe they are en«aged in & laudable enterpmse, and trust to a discerning

_ public for a liberal response. It is but just to-mention that not one cént has been asked or

received from the parties whose blonrraphxcs have been given in this work ; nor is it intended

to pander to the vanity of the weak. Eulogy belongs to the dead }not to the hvm« A record
of a man's life and works constltutes his biography ; the praise of his virtues is more appro-
Apna.te in an obxtuary It is our object to seek out ‘merit, and by a simple narration of the

origin, career and achievements of individyals, show how the country has become O'rea.t and -
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