
6 LIVES OF THE JUDGES.

Quebec was ceded to Great Britain by France-the state-
of the law and its administration in the Province were in,
a very unsatisfactory state. The population was a mixed
population, comprising French of France, French Cana-
dia ns born in the Province, Indians, Metis or half breeds,.

English officers, English soldiers, and English tràders, a
large majority, however, being native born French
Canadians. . The lot of these people was not happy ; the
civil government was military rule.

The country in I 76o, soon after the articles of surrender
were signed in Montreal, was divided by General
Amherst, the then Governor-General, into.- three districts,
and English officers were appointed to the duty of
District i5èvernor over each district, with a Lieutenant-

Governor over the whole. These district officers had a
couricil of other Enalish officers to assist, and adjudged

cases brought before them, subject to the approval of the
Lieutenant-Governor.

Up to the treaty of peace in 1763 the law which.
governed was rather the law of mîght than of right. Thé

French Canadians had become a conquered race, and
were in the power of the conquerers. There was nothing
to show that the law was improperly or harshly

administered during this period. Nevertheless, with a
French population not understanding English, and an.
English tribunal not understanding French, it could not
be otherwise than that diffèrences and altercations of a

serious character should occur. On the one hand, the

French dearly loved their own laws, and did not at all
relish the change in governrnent. 'the English were of-
opinion that British subjects) as the French had become

by conquest, should. be govern'ed by and be willing to
submit to, the English law pure and simple.

The case stood thus': By the twenty-first article of the,

Articles of Capitulation entered. into. at Montreal,
Septem"ber 8,* 176o, between General Amherst, Com-

inander-in-chief of His Britannic Majesty's troops in

North America, and the Marquis of Vaudreuil for the:


