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THE COMMERCIAX ..

... British Columbia.
Ixtensive bush fires have been raging in the
mountains of the interior.
. A postoflico savings bank brdnch w ill bo
peued in Knwloops shortly,
J. A. Langwith has opened a real estate and
tisurance office at Westminstor.

Mokgan, Quick & Co., have opened business
as liquor manufacturers, at Vancouver.

Nesbitt & Co , of Victoria, will erect a large
¢eracker factory with all the latest improved
wmachinery,

W. H. Lilly, lately in the liquor business nt
Donald, has disposed of all his possessions and
gone to the U. 8.

The Nanaimn Equitablo Pioneer Society will
build a two.story frame warehouse, adjoining
tho present store of the company.

A. McLean, o well known gnd leading cloth.
iep,,of. Victoria, has been succeeded by his son,
W. A. McLean and James Stewart, -

The Bank of British Columbia will Luild a
two-story brick building at Nanaimo, to be
ocenpied by the Navaimo branch of the bank.

An employee of-the Hudson's Bay Co., in
the province, occupying a position of trust, is
snid to have uppropriated $11,000 of the com-
pany’s funds.

E. Pimbury & Co., druggists, Nanaimo, bave
moved into a new brick store, and now claim to
have the largest and best appointed drug store
north of Sav Francisco,

The Dominion Gov: crnmeut has deccided to

«issue a chart of the Fraser River for rav igable
purposes, Tenders for the improvements at
the motith of the Fraser close Sept. 4th.

John Taylor has retired from the firm of J.
Findlay & Co., dealers iu machinery and sup-
plies, Vancouver. The business will he carried
on under the old firm name by James Findlay.

J..T. Edwards, proprietor of the Cosmopoli-
tan Hotel, Kamloops, has rented his hause to
E. Konnell, formerly in the hotel trade here.
Mr, Edwards will devote his attention to his
rasiche.

The B. A. Packing Co. have forwarded 15
co.rs-oi Skena river salmon, by special fast
tmm, ‘to castern Canadian points over the
C.'P. R. "The train will be specially labelled
to gho3- what British Columbia can do in the
fish line.

The steamship Abyssinia sailed Tuesday
evening for Yokohama with 30 passengers, 206
Chinese and a cargo of 1,336 tons of freight,
xnc]udmg five car loads of paper mill ma: ‘hinery,
31 O;Osacks of flour, 2,600 bales of cotton goods
and miscellancous freight,

_A new'building society called the Victoria
Building Society, has been organized at Vie-
toria,, The following officers were-appointed :
Directors, Mesyrs. - McKillican, Cohen, Fell,
McMillanand Boyd treasurer, G. H. Maynard;
secretary, A. St. G. Flint; auditors, R. Frskine,
and'B. Boggs. "One hundrcd and thxrty meth-
bers werd enmllcd

“A'oomp:my has been formed at -W estminater
to build-and rui s steamer for the Fraser river
trade. The new steamer will be 136 feet in

length, 26 foct beam and 4} feot depth of hold,
work has been commonced on the hull of the
steamer at the Brunette saw mills, which comne
pany supplies the lumber, Alex. Watson, of
Victorin, has the contract.

J. M. O'Brien, who has been on tho cditorial
staff of the Victoria Colonist, has sovered his

-connection with thdg journal and will juin J. C.

McLagan, \late of the Victorin T%mes, in the
publication of the World, a new cvening paper
to bo established at Vancouver. With two

«h veteran journalists at its head, the World
is bound to take aleading plate among the pro-
vincial press, though several excellent journals
now occupy the field.

A provincial exhibit has been prepared, to be
forwarded to the Toronto exhibition, largely
owing to the cfforts of Mayor Oppenheimoer, of
Vanconver. It consists of a very large assort-
ment of mineral specimens, from all parts of
the province; the various fruits grown in the
province, also cereals, vegetables, etc.; n fine
collection of native woods, and specimens of
woodw ark, miscellancons manufactures, ete.

A Well Conducted Business.

Recently a Winnipeg wholesale man took a
trip out west to an outlying point less than one
hundred miles from the western boundary of
Manitoba. He was on a duck hunt, that is to
sny he wns looking after ‘b ‘‘lame duck,”a
general store keeper who was in deep water,
and he, the wholesale man; was representing
the creditors gencrally, and intended to see if
it would be wise to continue or wind up the
business.

The drive from the nearest railway town to |

the desired poiut was a long one, and the Win-
nipeg herald had some difficulty in finding the
establishinent of his man, However, he found
it, and a remarkable structure it was. One
portion of the wallsof the store was of stoune,
another was of rough poplar poles, the crevices
between being stuffed up with old rags, frag-
ments of: old coats and pants, wads of paper,
straw and other materials, while the roof com.
prised alinost as gruat o variety of materials,
and was constructed with a speclal vm\\, to
ventilation.

The Winnipeg man after viewing, if not
adn.iring the building, commenced an examina-
tion of the stock. Of dry goods, he found a
mixture, badly mixed, indeed; and strewn
around with a carclessness and slovenliness
equal to the toughest sight ever seen in a
Petticoat Lane establishment in the olden time.
In & hole called o cellar he found ulimost one
hundred packages of-different sizes and styles
of butter, all bearded like' Mahomet, alsora
guantity of so.called cured pork, on whicha
slimy mildew, nearly balf an inch thick, had
grown. Everything examined was inen equally
dilapidatel condition, and the Winnipegger
began to lapse into a dazed state of mingled
consternation and disgust, merging on 1mcntal
paralysis. At last his face brightened as he
beheld a half chest of black tes, three.fourths
full. ‘Ah! hesaid, hereissomnething not utterly
spoiled, and he thiust his hand through the
Lroken lid to sample the goods. But he drew
it out in a hurry asa “Phit Miaw” resounded
in the box; and while he rubbed and yiped a

scratched hand, ho had timo to discovor, that
nestling in tho aromatic China weed lay acat
und four kittens, His language after the dis.
covery cannot be given here, a8 if was slightly
unparlismentary, Wo lesrn amcc, that the
business is being closed out by tho creditors.

The Value of a:Good Rating,

Miss Mninchance—George, you have asked of
me the dearvest treasure a woman has—her
heart,

George, (impatiently) —-\es, Imno, relieve
my agony of suspense.

Miss Mainchance—You must give me time,

George—Timo? How long dearest? A day,
a week, o month, a. '

Miss Mainchance (sweetly}—No, George;
only time to look you up in Dun Wiman’s,~
Times,

¢ KapeR,”™ said Rebecca Sclmeidell)mxm,
counterfeiting a roseate blush, *‘Fader, Mr.
Schponger has just called. He is now in the
poarlor, He has come to ask for my hand——."
“Ask for your hand, eh?” replied Mr. Schneid-
elbaum excitedly. *‘Rebecca, take dose dia-
moud rings off pefore you go in. Ve can’tlet
dem go mit the hand. He takes if mitout in-
cumbrance—or he takes it not at alL.™

At a meeting of creditors in -London, Eng-
land, nuder the failure of ‘McMaster Bros., of
Toronto, resolutions were passed uccepting a
composition of four shillinge and six pesce half-

' penny in the pound payable after approvalby

the court.

J. J. Walterhouse, representing the Geo. I
Smith-Middlings Pirifier Co.. has returned o §
Winnipeg from Ontario. He has lately taken ¥
the contract for Temodeling the Virden flour §
mill, and also for supplying. meachinery for Law §
& Pearson’s new elevator ab Neepawa, Man, §

A Chicago grocery clerk has got himsclf into §
trouble by writing on posta! card the follow- §
mg message :—*Call’ at once “af our ofﬁce and B
pay your grocery bill.” 'Ihe call'was not made &
on_the clérk, saysan exehaugc, bu€on the postal B
authontxcs, who had the suart young man ar- &
rested for violation of thd postal laws.

Some idea of the depreciation of landed.pro-
perty in England may be gnthered from the 3§
fact that last month u freghold estate known a3 §
the Red Lyous Farm, in Essex, and consisting §
of dwelling house, farm buildings and 130 acres §
of arable and pasture land, was sold for £1, B&
300. A freehold farm at St. Lawrence, farm
buildings and 104 acres } rood and 12 pérches Ji
of 1and, was with difficulty disposed of at N
£275. . N

Frox the beginning of its manufacture until
now not a single ounce of any but pure ergmla
leaf of the finest quality has been used in the
“Myrtle Navy™ tobacco. The manufacturers
of it have o settled velief that the public can- g
not be mislead on this point, and that any [
tampering with the quality of the brand would
be monetary loss to them. Thousands of dol-

“Inys ayearsaved by mixing with an inferior J8

leaf, would not repay them for a ddubt on the S

part of the public as to tho quality of their i

tobacco.




