THE CRITIC.

MINING.

Tue Cpuizic's Assay Drranruest.—Tae Critic has oo several occa-
siofis called atlention to the uecessity ‘of the Government appointing a
Provincial Assayor. The expensa connected with sending samplus for assay
to the Staten, deters wany finders of minerals from having them tested, and
sections of the I’rovince containing valuable deposits of mineral thus remain
comparatively unknown. Besider, there are risks of tho samples falling into
tho hands of dishonest unalysts, who throw thom to one eide, and drawing
on their vivid imagination, write ont an analysie, favorable or unfavorable,
as it suits their mood. It is an easy way to make n fee of from ton to filteen
dollars, »nd tho hardened conscivnco of the analyst is not troubled by tho
fact that his report may cause the abandonment of a valuable minoral
depoeit, or the expendituro of a large sum of mouey to develops a really
worthless property. Feeling that the need of un analyst is a crying one,
which should be st once supplied, Tnk Critic hes made arrangements with a
thoroughly competent snd reliable wineralogist, who will givo an honest
analysis of all eamples handed him. Farmers, farm hands, and spartsmen, who
are ignorant of all knowledge of iniuvialogy, often find specimens of min-
erals which they would like tested, simply to kuow the guality of the
mineral contained in tho 016! and in cases of this kind, (whoere results can
be éxpeditiously arrived at), the analyst will chargo a fee of only two dol-
lars. Ip more difticult cases a higher feo will of course havo to be charged,
and where there is » combination of iuetals, and ditferent proceases have to
be gone through with to deternine the several minersl conetituents, an addi-
tional fee will have to be paid feor cach procese. The prico of analyses will
therefore vary from two to eight dollars, according to the actual labor and
expenss incurred by tho operator in inaking tho anslyst. Instances have been
known whero assayers have tested really valuable minerals and reported them
worthless, and then (profiting by the depression caused by their false ana-
Jysis) have sent out their agents and bought up the propertice for littlo or
nothing. Recogpizing this fact, and also understanding the importance of
the strictest secrecy, THE CriTic is happy to inform its readers that the high
character of the gentleman to whom it will submit xsmples for analysis, is a
sufficient guarsnice that careful, painstaking apalyses will ba made of all
ores sent, and that the results will only be known to the analyst and the
sonder of the sample.

We bave had considerable difliculty in prevailing ou our friend to unde-
take the work, as he feared that it would not prove sufficiently remunera-
tive to pay for the ontfit roquired, but mow that he has consented, snd is

prepared to attend accurately aud promptly to all assay business, we trust

that he will be liberslly patrobized.
Patrons having samples of oro for analysis should send them to “Avnslyst,
care of A. M. Fraser, Business Manager of Tue Criric,” and snould also

remit a fee of two dollars. If more should be required they wil® be duly
notified. .

Boxpina Mixes.—Giving bonds of mines for perieds of from hree to
six months, is a system much in vogue in this Province; and when the
bondees are capitalists, aud have entered into the contract honeetly, it cer
tainly is one of the faireat ways of disposing of a mine. It givees the boudees
an opportunity of testing the value of the mine, and if it proves worthless,
they escape from the speculation with tho loss of only the cash actually spent

" in proving the property. Still, the syatem has been much abused, and as
in all cases where dishonesty has been practiced, the mino owners have been
the suferers; great care should be taken before bonding & mine. Specula-
tors with hardly -enough capital to pay their hotel bills, but claiming to
represent capitalists in the States or in Europe, frequently pay us a visit
and bond properties right and left, We have known cases where these bon-
dees have prevailed on the mine owner to advance them the money to deve-
lope the property or pay their passages 1o tho land of the capitalist, and in
all these cases tho mine owner has beer: left in the lurch. In other cases,
they secure a boud of tte mine at a reasonable price, and then try to dispose
of it atsuch a high figure that they defeat their own purpose, and at the end
of three or six months the mine awner regains possession of his property,
only to find that it has been permanently injured by the bondee, and that
the seseon is too far advanced to do anything with it that yaar.
have been known where dishonest bondees have discovered the great value
of the property, and have then set systematically to work to depreciate the
wine. Woik is stopped, the shafls are allowed to cave in, and the bond is
forfeited. The mive owner is disheartened, it tay be in debt,and in the end
these tactics result in his disposing of the property at s tithe of its value.
Ultimately, ho discovers that the purchaser was a tool in tho hands of the
original bondee, and that ho has been swindled out of a valuable mine.
Agsin, partios having properties of their own to dispoee of have been known
to bond similsr mines, sircply to keep them out of the market until their
own bad been sold.

The poor mine owner, in his anxiety to obtain the necessary capital to
develope his mine, is led into all kinds of trape by oily-tougued speculators,
and the *freczing oul” procees is too often applied with succoss. Ionds
may be drawn in the most careful rsanner, imposing the sevorest pecuniary
penalties for non-cow;.tizz.co with their terms, but where the bondes is pen-
niless, they are not worth the paper they are written on.

But where due care is cxercised, and the bondeo is a man of well knuwa
financial ability, aud of high chiaracter, a boud allowing the purchaser to
prove the property is fair to all parties concerned. The Lake lode miune, of
the Caribon district, which was reported upon in the Iast issuo of Tux
CRITIC, in ap instance in point. Here the bondees had one of their number
at the mine during the three months that the bond was in existence, and xlso
had reports made by reliablo experis., The result was, that the mino was
purchased for the price agiced upon, $30,000. In this case, both pur

Instances-

chasers aud sellers are satirfied ; and the latter will find enhanced enjoy-
mont of their well-carned money in the knowledgs that they have given full
valuo in return.

Where properties are undeveloped, no matter how tine the prospect may
bo, purchiasers should in all instances innist on a bond, allowing them suffi-
cient timo to prove tho value of the mine. A mine owner who is afraid to
have money expended in opening up his property, should be left severely
alono. Ho is right on refusing a bond when he is uncertain of the standing
of tho parties; but where this is not qucationed, and abundant security is
deposited, his refusal to give a bond should be considered convincing evi-
dence that his mino is worthless.

Moosk River.—Audrew McGregor and othors are working the Montreal
property, and aro meeting with fair succcss. Tho best work in the district
is being dono by Mr. Touquoy on his valuable property, and indications
point to the fuct that A{ooso River is destined to become one of the greatest
gold mining centres in the Proviuce.

Gorv MiniNg.—Rumor says that active operations in this line are being
carried on almost within tho town plot of Shelburne. The present owners,
it is said, in their political outhusiasm, have couferred upon it the name of
the prospectivo tndependent candidate, Gen. Laurie, ‘The discovery bas
been made 0 tho westward of the fallz bridge, noar the residence of Mr.
George Durfee, and under the suporintendence of a well-kuown stono
mason, granite boulders are being removed, but little gold found.— Cupe
Salile Adrcertizer. : .

‘This i certainly wondorful, if true, as granite boulder: are not gene.
rally considered the best indications of the precious metal.

Mixise Matrers 1y New Brunswick.—Since writing you last, matters
1 mining have been very quiet. The Mineral Vale property at New Ire.
Iand. Albert County, is working away steadily. The new engine and boiler
placed in the mine give them every satisfaction, and crushing and smelting
go on 1egularly. Have not heard of matie shipped to Swanses for test
yet. If Ido, willlot you know later. The owners of the property fecl
very much encouraged.

The manganees mines at Markhamville are being worked steadily, and
conatant shipmeuts of the ore tu the United States and Great Britain are
being made. -

Tho Mayflower mine in the vicinity of new line road continues to show
good deposit, and probabilities are that a sale of this property, r a portion
of it, is not far distant. )

Puartios in Truro, N. S., are prospecting for manganese in the vicinity of
Peticodiac, under the direction of one generslly known as Miner Brown.
It is said fair showing is being made, but as yet no bonacza.

Your correspondent was shown {o-day a sample of manginese, and ale
a sampls of galens, fromn Bay Shore, 80 called. The manganese, although
ouly surface samplos, shows evidence of being a good article, while the
gatena is certainly a magnificent specimen. The pary who has both pro-
perties bonded. says there ik large showing of both, and is prepared 1c snter
into negotiations with persons wishing to invest in such properties. ¥aii-
ing this, he will endeavor to open the manganese mine himself shortly.
Information concerning thess properties can be had by applying to Tux
Critic office for proper address, etc.

A copper mins (sulphuret of copper) in the LeTete district, in Charlotte

County, N. B, has recently been bonded, with fair prospects of sale being
effected. I

Narurat Gas.—Long as man has been on this planet, he as yet is not
aware of sl that is on tho earth, much less under it. Petroleum wells have
a great antiquity ; but it is only of late years that miueral oils bave been
found literally in hundreds of places. In boring for 011, natural gas haa been
discovered. A few yoars ago it was conside a marvel, bat to-dsy there
are numerous holes in the earth through which gas flows in a never-oeasing
stream ; Dor is it to be found alone in the region southeast of Izks Erie. It
hse boen discovered at so many different points, that it ix now begimning lu
be euspected that scherceer coal iz found oil and gas are not far of.
Matural gas effocted a revolution in the iron trade of Weslern Pennsylvania.
Makers of steel now dispenso with cosl and save large sums by using gw,
not only as an illuminapt, but also ss a fuel. There is resson to dbeliere
that our large cities will eventually he supplied with natural ges brough! i-
pipes from the regions where found, and which will bo sold for half i+
price of coal goa.—Demorest's Monthly,

As both oil and gas should be found in close proximity to coal, it scems
sirange that our large coal companies have done nothing to test their proper
ties. Spasmiodic attempts have been made to bors for oil in Cape Bretoz
and Pictou Couuty, but want of capitsl has prevented systematic work.

Whero succoss is 30 cettain of a rich reward, capital to sink oil or gas wells
ahould be casily obtainable.

Nova Scotia Stoxe.—3araples of precious stone are shown from Novws
Scotia. They arc of the haniness of the amsthyst family, and can b
oblsined in faizly Iargo quantities, in orystals or iu solid massive deposis,
of s}l culors from a very light 1o a very dark pur;’ .ad from a clear cryd
to a very dark, smoky quartz. Several pieces hbave been cut for jewelry,anl
are very pretty. It could be used in largo pieces for the ornsmentation o
the interior of pablic or private buildings such aa hall ornamentations, ma-
tels, floors, and numerous other purposes.—Chicago Mining Recview.

The editor also states thal some fine specimens of the sione havc hva

presented to tho Mining Reciew cabinet by Mr. Adam McKay.




