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To admiit the ilecessity for study is to admit our own
ignorance, and that iii itself requires seif-denial. ien, too,
iiiproveinent always costs effort. Most people find it casier to
rest or sleep th)an to, go to a teachers' convention, and whIexî
they do go they find that it requires less effort to sit stili and
criticise, thian to take part. it is casier to read a, novel than a
book o11 edtîcation, and besicles, books on education and educa-
tional journals cost more mioney. lIt is casier and vastly more
pleasant to inost people to forget ail about sehool except whlen
inside the school-rooiii door than it is to prepare, lessons care-
fully and spend timie and mioniey and effort in improvingo,
themselves. lIt is casier and cheaper, too, to teach on an
e-xýteidedl third-class cerfificate than to get a second, and thenl
attend a Normal School, and easier stîli to rest Nvitlî only a
permit than to do cithier.

In short., if the plal wvill only work, the better wvay fioin ta
purely sel.fishi standipoint is simply to ignore the question and
ureat it wvith silent contempt.

he success or failure of such a, course wvil1 depend entirely
upon the answver wvhichi ImtbUe seuftiment gives to lu-le question
at issue.

*XVhen in Europe I renieiber seeing the harvesting of two
fields of grain side by sie. lIn the one a mian withi a self-
binder wvas cutting at the rate of twelve acres per day. lIn the
other a motley a'roup of men and wvoimen were laboriously
wvorkixîg away witlî the old-fashioned hiand sickles, and
unite(lly niakzingr less progress than the one mian witl the
binder. The diflèerence between the best-known m odern
methods of teaching and those applied iii schools which stili
linger in the darkz shades of pure einpiricisrns is quite as great
as that between the siekie and the binder.

If the statement which I ftsk you to cousider is entirely truc
it follows that the teacher~ xho, does îîot endeavor to advauce
along the uines indicated miust fatil to secure the best possible
results, and iu the opinion of many of those xvho believe the
stateineut it wvill be hielci that iu the mnaladijuiistration of so

ighl a, trust hie bias been guilty of nlegligence aliiost criminal.
Not long since I hieard at parent remark that lie considered

it s0 important that bis child should be traineci by the very
best inethods, that i' lie hiad tbe power lie would neyer place
ii under the charge of a teacher who wvas îiot willing to

,xnswer the fo1lowing questions iii the affirmative under oath
lst. Have you miade a, thorough study of the science and art
of education ? 2nhd. IDo you in-tend. constanitly te endeavor to
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