
SURVEY OP TIIE OTTAWVA IlOUTE TO LARE fltON.

the Upper Canada shore elopcs morc rcgularly,
and a short distance froin the river 1 notictà
somte hr-rdtood groivîng on good soit, but
generally '00 btony for agricultural purpose..

Fromn the I)eep River to M~atawvnng, the
scencry retains nearly thebriecappcarance, the
northerly banik being generally butîîîded by tie
most clevated land. At Mlatatvang the route
Icaves the Ottawa and procceds by the Little
River. The course oft' lis stream i:s %wcsterly;-
at its junction %% itl the Ottawa it îs 2100 fret
wvîde, and about 6 feet deep ; a short distance
bigher up it shallo-,% and passes o% er a ru.ky
channel about 2 miles ; alter %%lîîcl it deepens
in somne places to more than .10 lect, and pass
through precipîtous banks ; its %nîdth iii this
channel is about 80 f'eet ; but tis udescription
does not hold correct for more than a3 or .1
miles, ns the water changes both in l<lpth ani
width frequently. There is no gondi land bcii
alter leaving Lakte Allumcttes, untit coming to
Lakte Talon, on the north bhore of which there
js a tract of gond land. The samie description
of land extends saveri miles north wN est of thie
Tentle Lakte, but (Ioce flot approach Uice Little
River between theze laites.

From the south-%w est part of Turtie Laite,
the route procceils by a sint 1l t.reui, and at -1 W4
Yards, haNing passed thruugh a ,niall Lkeo, (the
watier of %%hich is turbid and of a reddizh culur)
weitîade a portage ut' threc-fuîîrths of a îîtiie

in tength, and crosscd the lîeîght of land be-
twecn the waters of Nippîsting and the Little
River, On the eust of this portage the laind à15
swaly, the hîghest pirt of whicli does nut cie-
vate more thau 10 feet above the Turtde Lake;
out of this swale the waters rîîn in both dircc-
tions by two small creeks, one of wlich (10
fqet ivide) wve sailed down towvards Laite Nip-
pissing ; at one mile this crecit contracte in its
channel s0 as not to admitapassage forcanocs,
ini consequence of vhich a portage half a mile
in lcngth ie made through meadoiv land. At
the termination of this portage, the small crecit
we entered at the height of' ctand, is joined by
asiother 15 to 0-0 feet wvide, and about 3 ecet
deep. Prom the height of land our course wvas
southeriy, bot froma the joniction of these
streams we bore south-wcsterly ; nt one mile
further, there ls a rapid maiting a descent of 8
or 10 feet, to avoid which a. portage hait' a mile
in length over swaly land is made; at the foot
of this rapid it is again augmented by another
branch, the entire nov forming a cliannel about
40 feet wîde, and 3 to 5 feet deep ; its course
continues nearly in the saie direction, passimg
through low lands, timhered with baisain, tam-
rac, soIt maple, and a fewv pine-bnis of the
river about 4 feet high, but toern towvards
the Lakte, and at one mile wve came to Lakte
N~ippissing, the depth of channel there is only
three feet, passing over Granite Rock.

Canatting firom the Turtle Laite to the last
portage might readily bc accomplished, as

scarccIy any ruit vtuuld be met by fullowing
thîe course of the streains jubt described, and
wlîicli contain sufflicient wvater for this purpose,
ni the baniks of tlie lust mile saicd down o?
river would require to be rison several leet, and
a lock lèlaceut at the entrance oft'te laite. But
the' detîfli -f %% ater and rocky chaunel at thîs
place appear an nsuperable obstacle--tho en-
trance ou' tlîe liarbour is also fll of stînken
rocks, and inurh exposeut to ail '4indb lîearing
betwe,î southwest arid iîorthwvest. The dis-
tance t'rom ttiis place Io the F'rench River is
abniit 'Zk nîes anti it' I May Presumuenl to judge
fron tsaîlîng tlirough this lake, it does flot ap-

lpra (langerons navigation, its watcr being
dcelp-tiere are several large islands iu tho
inain body et' the laite, and under the Ice of
wtich vessels in unie of storm might readily
find security.

TIhe Frcnch river leaves Latke Nippissing at
the %%esterly extremity ufr a long bay, nZ in
wvlich thero are several rocity islands ; this bay
is shelteredl front storms by its roctty margîn.
Therc are tu o rapids in the French River on
tie firat mile after leaving Laike Nîppissîng,
cadi about one-eightî nmile lu lengtlî, and hav-
îng the sanie desuzent o? about Io leet. The
sccond uof thebe rnpids fluts through a chasm
onty 30 f'eet %%ide , beiow these raptde the
riicr passes thruugh a succession o? laites
laned by rocky land-, and iu whicb there are
numnerotis dceply indented bays, and wvhich
cause the navigration of this river excecdingty
critical tu those pcrsons unaccustomed ith
the proper channel. 1 encounterecl somo diffi-
culty iu this respect myself.

Thîrty miles lrom Laite Nippissing the river
divides into ttîree branches, and at which place
it îs about three feet above Lake Huron. The
moýst easterly of these branches is narrow, shai.
low, and rocky in its channel, the Indian n=ie
for gis 'i "Asindîbisîn," and signifies a river
filled witli rocks and shoals ;its tength je
about 6 mites. The central branch 18 about
the saie lengtlî, and contains the principal
body of water in the French River, and may
average about 300 feet lu width, and js free
?rom sonken rocks or other obstructions, with
the exception of a short rapid maing a des-
cent of 3 feet as ntready remarked. At this
outtet thero is a gond hatbour, it being wveil
sheltered from storîns by severat sil Islands
on the eust and west, and one large Island ou
the south, and is about a miles from tha main
land. The third and most westerty channel ie
about ten miles long, its size and appearance js
somewhat siilar to the Asindibisin one-
These threc outlets embrace a front of about
ten miles on Laite Huron, and no part o? whieh
iii approachabte by large vessels except the
middle channel.

In addition to the routes now describea, 1
explored several tributary streams, and for a
description of which I beg to refer to my diary.


