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It is laid down in the constitution and regulations of Nether-
lands India. that the spedial, du.ty of European officiais' is the
protection of the natives, and from the governor-genèlal down-
wards ail are *bound by oath to "«protect the native population
égainst oppression, ill-treatment, and extortion." This oath is
probably not kept byail to' the very best of their ability, but
at least the charge of pecuniary corruption is Ûot brought
against the Dutch -Civil Service; this distinguished and honour-
&ble body of men being blamed oniy for lack of energy. and
courage ini denouncing injustice in wýhich they themselves have
no. share. Stillit iis the condemnation of the judge when the
guilty are absolved, and an omnipotent, g6Výrnor-general must
be held responsible for the. shortcomings of bis subordinates as
well as bis own.

M-ahometanism. is the religion professed for three centuries
by ninety-nine per cent. of the Javanese, but these centuries
have not producèd a singleedifice or work of art to-teil their
tale.to, posterity. Mosques, palaces, and tombs in other lands
are the enduring monuments of Mahoinetan . wealth, energy,
and architectural skill,' but in. Java these are wanting.alike in
beauty of forn,' richness of niaterial, aùd solidity, of structure.
Thisis especially remalAàble in the case of imperial and royal
tombs, which are in Hindostan the- most mo>gnificent and per-
manent of ýal Mussulman edifices, and- in Java, are mere wooden
booths, vwithout painting, carving;. or any other decoration. In
moist tropical climates the most formidable destroyer of build-
ings is the vegetation, which forces asunder and- throws down
the largest blocks of masonry, and, bas inflic.ted.no -little damage
upon the Hindoo ruins of Java; most literally does " the wild
fijg-tree split their, xonstrous idols." butchmen do not exhibit
the same energy as Englishmen in exploring oir discovering
picturesque and interesting localities, and are wonderfully fond
of the steamny flats near the sea, to, the peglect of bill sanitaria.
The European troops. are, quartered principally in, tbc low
country, and the splendid military hospital ofý Batavia loses
balf its uti.lity from. not being at an elevation of three thousand
feet above the sea, which inso nioist a climate is considered to
be the most salubrious beight. _The présent war minister is in
favour of following the British exaxnple, and trausferring aý
larger proportion'of the Europeans to inland stations ; but it is
clear that Netherlanders have a weakness for le,, el plains and
canais, wbicb remind them of home.

In the, Spicé Mands.


